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Who are the blessed ? @uke 11:27-28)

"And it came about while He said these things,
one of the women in the crowd raised her voice,
and said to Him, 'Blessed is the womb that bore

But He said,
"On the contrary,

You, and the breasts at which You nursed.’

blessed are those who hear the word of God,
and observe it.”

fter Jesus cast out a mute demon from a man, the mute

man spoke. The crowds were totally amazed at this
miracle. Some religious people in the crowds analyzed the
situation and determined that this miracle was caused by
Beelzebul, a word used by the Jews as a name for Satan.
The crowds became perplexed and wanted some sort of sign
that this miracle came from heaven. So, Jesus dealt with
their confusion by using simple truth. He illustrated to them
that a house divided falls. Then, He reasoned with them that
“If Satan also is divided against himself, how will his kingdom
stand? For you say that | cast out demons by Beelzebul” (v.
18). The real beauty of His explanation came when He told
them, “But if | cast out demens by the finger of God, then the
kingdom of God has come upon you" (v. 20). With sincerity
and lovingkindness, Jesus shared the word of God among all
the people, even the hypocrites. He wonderfully unveiled the
glory of God in the healing of the man who couldn't speak.

Jesus went on to justify that even a strong man, fully
armed, can be overtaken by someone stronger. In other
weords, the strong man is Satan; the stronger is Christ. He told
the crowds, “When the unclean spirit goes out of a man, it
passes through waterless places seeking rest, and not finding
any, it says, 'l will return to my house from which | came’
Then it goes and takes along seven other spirits more evil
than itself, and they go in and live there; and the last state of
that man becomes worse than the first” (vv. 24826). The
meaning was crystal clear. No one, without the strength of
God, can endure Satan's attacks. The kingdom of God must
be with you! If it's not, then whoever is not with Christ is
against Him; and he who does not gather with Christ,
scatters,

Upon hearing Jesus' words, many within the crowds who
had followed Him were still listening to the high religious
officials. The Bible doesn't tell us how deeply His preaching
reached. We are told that one woman within the crowd gave a
strong witness by raising her voice and saying, “Blessed is
the womb that bore You and the breasts at which You nursed”
(v. 27). We don't know if this woman understood Christ's
message, but we can see her tremendous and charming
emotion toward Jesus. Her heart truly burned for Him. She
respected Him and glorified Him like a prophet. Her testimony
is very similar to Elizabeth's praise, “When Elizabeth heard
Mary's greeting, the baby leaped in her womb; and Elizabeth
was filled with the Holy Spirit. And she cried out with a loud
voice and said, ‘Blessed are you among women, and blessed
is the fruit of your womb™ (Lk. 1:41&42)! The Bible also tells
us that Mary prayed, “For behold, from this time on all
generations will count me blessed” (Lk. 1:48). Indeed, this
woman spoke the truth.

Jesus did not deny this woman's confession. Actually, He
recognized it but explained to all present what was the real
blessing, “On the contrary, blessed are those who hear the
word of Ged and observe it" (v. 28). The real blessing is the

importance of the Word of God. John 1:1 tells us, “In the

beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and
the Word was God.” Jesus wants to save us. We have to
listen to the Word of God in order to become children of God.
It's -vital that everyone understand this major point. “For
whoever does the will of My Father who is in heaven, he is My
brother and sister and mother” (Mt. 12:50). Isn't that the key?
God wants to change us from sinners to His children. To do
so0, we have to practice His Word. We have to relate with the
Word of God. We have to have an eternal relationship with
the Word. We desperately need a transforming relationship, a
relationship of salvation, a relationship with life. We must
have a true relationship with the blood of Jesus.

When we look at the story in John 2 about the wedding in
Cana, we see Jesus' mother, Mary, explain to the servants
“Whatever He says to you, do it” (Jn. 2:5). His word is so
important. Even His mother understood this truth. Luke 8:21
mentions Jesus’ saying, “My mother and My brothers are
these who hear the word of God and do it.” Got the message?
Do you need more? Read Matthew 7:24, “Therefore everyone
who hears these words of Mine and acts on them, may be
compared to a wise man who built His house on the rock."

Jesus died, resurrected, and ascended for us. What
happened after our Lord rose? Acts 1:14 says, “These all with
one mind were continually devoting themselves to prayer,
along with the women, and Mary the mother of Jesus, and
with His brothers.” One mind. Now, they are doing what Jesus
asked. Jesus asked them to pray and not leave Jerusalem.
His mother and brothers are doing the Word of God. Before
this time, Jesus’ Mom treasured the Word of God and
pondered the Word of God in her heart (see Lk. 2:19). She
didn’'t do them. She didn’t throw them away, she just thought
about them. Not until we read the account in Acts 1:14 do we
see his mother and brothers realizing, observing, and doing
His Word.

Often times we say Jesus is good, and that He is the Son
of God, but we don't do what He says. We have to do what
He says, that way we become God's children. The Jewish
people believed in God but they didn't do what He wanted.
They didn't follow what He said. They waited for the Messiah,
but when the Messiah cast out a demon in front of their eyes;
they attributed His miracle to demonic activity. Who are the
blessed? Those who keep and do the word of God. Truly,
those who do the word of God are the children of God. Let's
practice our faith and do the Word of God! What does God's
Word want you to do? He wants you to trust in Him with all
your heart and not rely on your own understanding. He wants
you in all manners of life to acknowledge Him, so that He can
direct your paths. In other words, He wants you to be born
again; you have to die to yourself so that Christ can live in,
with, and through you. My dear friends, read your Bible, pray
to the Lord continually, and let His Holy Spirit guide you in
every moment of every day. Blessed are those who hear the
word of God and observe it.
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