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In today’s Bible verse we read
that “the church” fervently prayed for
Peter. Here, the term “church” refers
to all the churches who heard the
news of Peter’s persecution, not just
the Jerusalem church. It’s the
universal church that is in mind —the
scattered assembly of local churches
throughout Judea who knew King
Herod wanted to kill Peter. King
Herod’s desire was to be famous.
Killing Peter would be a politically
favorable move because the Jews
hated Peter, especially the religious
officials. All the high priests, scribes,
and Pharisees wanted Peter dead.
Consequently, Peter’s death would
make Herod a hero. Peter’s situation
was very dismal, very serious, and
very dangerous. The Bible tells us
that it was at this time that the church
fervently prayed to God for Peter.

The Passover brought Jews from
all over to Jerusalem. It was a perfect
time for Herod to imprison and
execute Peter. What publicity he
would receive! To ensure his success,
Herod had Peter guarded by a total of
sixteen soldiers—four soldiers for
each six hour shift. Two soldiers were
chained to him and two soldiers stood
guard twenty-four hours a day. This
was a serious precautionary measure
so that Peter couldn’t escape. Not
long before, Peter was miraculously
released from jail by an angel
opening the doors (see 5:19). The
Jews and Herod wanted to make sure
they weren’t shamed again. The
political and religious issues were too
important for them to lose Peter. He
needed to be persecuted in order for
their agendas to be promoted. The
death of James, the famous Christian
leader, was only the start, Peter’s
death would ensure success.

When you look at chapter 11, you
read abut Peter’s plea to the Jewish
Christians in Jerusalem. They were
unhappy at the report that Gentiles
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Sermon for next week

Fervently Praying Church

(Acts 12:5)

So Peter was kept in the prison,

were being saved. But Peter’s review
of what God had done for the
Gentiles in Cornelius’ house was the
same as what God had done for them
at Pentecost. Both groups had been
baptized with the Holy Spirit. As
such, after Peter's story they
understood that this was God’s doing
(v. 18). Peter worked for the universal
church. He prayed for the church
which consisted of both Gentiles and
Jews. He loved all Christians. Now,
the church prayed for him.

‘What was the church doing? They
were sharing each other’s sorrow,
hope, and joy. Over here, the church
fervently prayed. Their prayers
weren't formal, but heart-sprung.
They didn’t just say their prayers.
they meant their prayers! Their
prayers were deep, heartfelt, and
sincere. They knew praying for Peter
was dangerous because those in
power hated Christians. They knew
their prayers might bring them
trouble in this situation. King Herod
had already killed James (see v. 2),
and now his desire was for Peter. The
Jews were not only pleased with
Herod’s activity, but they, too, were
also severely persecuting Christians.
They wanted more victory, especially
during the Passover period. In spite of
all the circumstances, the church
passionately prayed for Peter.

What was the church’s situation?
They had only one true option, but
what an option! It was nothing but
prayer. Some people may think that’s
not enough. Remember the Red Sea.
All the Israelites, some 600,000 men
and 2,000,000 people including
women and children, were trapped
between the Red Sea and fierce
Egyptian army who wanted to
destroy them. These people had no
military training. Their whole lives
consisted of slavery. They were
marching toward the Promised Land.
In front of them lay the impassable

Red Sea, and behind them stood
Pharaoh and all his horses, chariots,
and armed soldiers. Their situation
was horrible! They had no power of
themsélves to overcome the sea or the
soldiers. What did they do? They
fervently prayed to God. They
believed in the power of prayer. They
awaited God's action! Amen! Think
of Daniel in the lion’s den and Elijah
atop Mt. Carmel. Their situation was
nothing but prayer to God. They all
prayed fervently and sincerely, not
like a daily routine kind of thing. The
church knew that tomorrow their
most important leader Christian
leader, Peter, would be dead. The
damage to the Christian church
would be severe. They prayed for the
church and its future; they asked the
Lord to save Peter.

Whenever God's people pray
God’s mighty power comes! Prayer is
the best weapon against all adversity,
“Be anxious for nothing, but in
everything by prayer and supplication
with thanksgiving let your requests be
made known to God” (Phil. 4:6).
Peter himself tell us, “The end of all
things is near; therefore, be of sound
judgment and sober spirit for the
purpose of prayer” (1 Pet. 4:7).
Amen! Even when the disciples were
unable to cast out certain demons,
Jesus told them, *This kind cannot
come out by anything but prayer”
(Mk. 9:29). Prayer is powerful!

What happened? The church
received a wonderful. wonderful
answer. They received an answer that
no one could have anticipated or
imagined! When Peter knocked on
the door of the house of Mary, the
servant girl Rhoda was so overjoyed
that she forgot to open the gate for
him and instead ran back and told all
the others that Peter was at the door.
The others, who were in prayer for
him, didn’t believe Rhoda, “They
said to her, *You are our of your
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but prayer for him was being made fervently by the church to God.

mind!" But she kept insisting that it
was so. They kept saying, ‘It is his
angel™ (v. 15). Even in the midst of
their praying they received God’s
answer, but still they couldn’t believe
it. God's answers are 50, SO
wonderful!

My dear friends, when there is no
hope in a situation and tomorrow
looks like everything will be over,
like Peter who slept chained to two
soldiers with two other guards
waltching the doors, and tomorrow
will be the end, what will you do? Let
me tell you, God is ALIVE!!! The
resurrected Jesus Christ is on your
side. Do you have faith? Then
continue in your faith! This isn't
about rituals. This church fervently
prayed to Mighty God. Amen! When
you pray fervently to the Lord, you
will receive the fruit of the Holy
Spirit.

In concluding, let me share with

i you a story about Charles Spurgeon.

He was once showing some visitors
around his huge church in London.
His church was not only large but
very beautiful. The people were quite
impressed! He walked them around
to see all the various church facilities,
and then told them he would even
show them the hidden apparatus.
Imagine the visitors surprise when he
opened the door to a room filled with
four hundred members engaged in
prayer. Indeed, the church which is
rich in spirit must have rich
producing prayer meetings. I hope
Choong Hyun continues to fervently
pray to the Lord in every meeting, in
every room of our church, I know we
will receive a mighty and wonderful
answer that we couldn’t have even
thought of ourselves! Jesus Christ
loves you. He has given you all His
love, body, and blood. If you pray to
Him, how much will He give to you?
Bless the Lord. Amen i
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