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Ascending to Jerusalem
(Luke 19:28~44)

Blessed be the King that cometh in the name of the Lord:
peace in heaven, and glory in the highest.

After Jesus saved the chief tax collector named Zacheus,
He went on to preach a parable concerning faithfulness (see
Lk. 19:1-27). This was the story about a nobleman who went to
a distant country to receive a kingdom for himself, and then
return. He gave ten of his slaves ten minas each. This was for
business purposes. After he left, the citizens decided they
didn’t want him to reign over them anymore. When he returned,
he ordered the slaves to account for his money. The slaves
who increased his money were rewarded, and the one slave
who hid the money was punished by having all his minas taken
away from him and given to the one who increased his money
the most. The minas represented the equal opportunity of life
itself. The enemies who didn't want him to reign over them
were slayed in his presence. This was their punishment for his
victory. After Jesus told this story, “He was going on ahead,
going up to Jerusalem” (v. 28). He knew the trials and betrayals
that were coming. He knew the cross and resurrection which
lay ahead.

Jesus' ascension to Jerusalem was right on time. His route
was perfect. Each step he took was faultless. Jesus always
moves in perfect time and to the exact place. Look at John 2:4.
At the wedding in Cana, when Jesus’ mother told him that they
had run out of wine. He said, “Woman, what does that have to
do with us? My hour has not yet come.” Jesus always does His
Father’s will exactly on time. His ascension to Jerusalem was a
most important time because He chose to do God's will. He
desired to save sinners.

The Bible clearly illustrates God's purposeful and perfect
timing. Daniel prophesied about the Messiah's coming (see
Dan. 9:24-26). His numbers regarding the 70, 62 and 7 weeks
correspond exactly to Jesus' time (around 4 BC). In Daniel's
prophecy you find when the Messiah is going to come. This
prophecy really happened. You can see Jesus going to
Jerusalem in today’s Bible passage. So, Jesus' timing was right
on target. Another proof of Jesus' perfect timing can be found
in Luke 19:30-34. Here, Jesus asked two of his disciples to go
and fetch a specific donkey colt for him in a particular place. If
anyone asked why they were untying it, they were to respond
that the Lord had need of it. The disciples had no clue ahead of
time what to expect, but they found and experienced exactly
what Jesus had prophesied. God’s wonderful plan is always
right on time and in the perfect place. Actually, the affair of
Calvary is not God's thought afterward but His forethought.

Why was Jesus ascending to Jerusalem? He wanted to
fulfill the Scriptures. As He was going, the crowd shouted
“Blessed is the King who comes in the name of the Lord; Peace
in heaven and glory in the highest” (v. 38). This quotation from
Psalm 118:26 was fulfilled in their presence! Also, the animal
he was riding on while the people sung, the donkey, was
prophesied in Zechariah 9:9. “Rejoice greatly. O daughter of
Zion! Shout in triumph, O daughter of Jerusalem! Behold, your
king is coming to you; He is just and endowed with salvation.
Humble and mounted on a donkey, Even on a colt, the foal of a
donkey.” Isn’t that wonderful? It exactly happened as foretold.

Micah 5:2 tells us, “But as for you, Bethlehem Ephrathah,
Too little to be among the clans of Judah. From you One will go

forth for Me to be ruler in Israel. His goings forth are from long
ago, from the days of eternity.” Jesus was born in Bethlehem.
He was born from a virgin. “Therefore the Lord Himself will give
you a sign; Behold, a virgin will be with child and bear a son,
and she will call His name Immanuel” (Isa. 7:14). If that isn't
enough, read Isaiah 53:3, “He was despised and forsaken of
men, A man of sorrows and acquainted with grief; And like one
from whom men hide their face He was despised, and we did
not esteem Him.” Wasn't Jesus despised? Didn't people hate
Him and want to kill Him? Didn’t the crowd plead for Him to be
crucified? Even so, He continued to ascend to Jerusalem for
sinners, “But He was pierced through for our transgressions,
He was crushed for our iniquities; The chastening for our well-
being fell upon Him, And by His scouring we are healed. All of
us like sheep have gone astray, Each of us has turned to his
own way; But the Lord has caused the iniquity of us all to fall on
Him” (Isa. 53:5-6). Paul emphasizes, “For | delivered to you as
of first importance what | also received, that Christ died for our
sins according to the Scriptures, and that He was buried, and
that He was raised on the third day according to the Scriptures”
(1 Cor. 15:3&4). My dear friends, that's the heart of the Gospel!
That's why Jesus went to Jerusalem! He wanted to fulfill the
Scriptures. He wanted to die for sinners.

Jesus died for sinners. “When He approached Jerusalem.
He saw the city and wept over it" (v. 41). Everybody was joyful
and praising, but Jesus cried. It was an entirely different
situation than what the crowd perceived. Jesus cried. He was
going to die for these people. These people didn't even know
what was going on. They had the Messiah in their presence,
right on time, but they didn't accept Him. Just five days later,
these same people who were praising Him cried out for Him to
be crucified. Jesus knew—that's why He cried. He wanted to
die for Jerusalem. He came to this earth out of perfect love,
and because of His love He came to Jerusalem. His enemies
were motivated and ready to kill Him. He awaited the cross. He
didn’t miss the time. He grabbed this time because of His
desire to save all sinners. Jerusalem lost a wonderful
opportunity.

Today is Palm Sunday. It is the time our church celebrates
Jesus’ coming to Jerusalem, on a donkey, as the anointed
One. He is the Messiah. You have before you the most
wonderful opportunity, the greatest opportunity, to be saved
from eternal punishment. Do you want to sing praises to the
Lord and then crucify Him later? Or do you want to take this
perfect time to accept Jesus as your Savior? He loves you. He
loved Jerusalem. Please my friend, don't miss this great time.
You cannot find in this world any truth but Jesus. He's here for
you now. All the poor men, women, and children of Jerusalem
went out to praise Him, but they couldn't hold on. They
betrayed Him. His kingship went out, but His victory requires
punishment. | don't want you to experience His punishment. |
want you to hold Him as your Savior until you meet Him. Deny
yourself, take your cross, and follow Him. Next week is Easter
Sunday, Jesus’ resurrection time. We have a wonderful Savior.
We have a marvelous and merciful Savior. Please hold on
tight. 4
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