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(D Next Sunday' s Message By Rev. Kim, Sung Kwan @©

NAAMAN IS HEALED

(2 Kings 5:1-14)

ow often does your pride get in the way of receiving

H

need for Christians to drop their sinful pride and own way

God' s blessings? Today' s message emphasizes the

of thinking. It reveals the importance of listening to and

obeying the Lord s direction through the Holy Spirit. It is a
biblical story that is considered a Gentile story because it

revedls God' s grace towards people other than His own.,

"Now Naaman, captain of the army of the king of Aram,
was a great man with his master, and highly respected,
because by him the Lord had given victory to Aram. The
man was also a valiant warrior, but he was a leper’ (vs. 1).

Leprosy is a physical and spirtual curse. Although God used Naaman to

punish Israel, He also cursed Naaman for his sin,

"Now the Arameans had gone out in bands and had taken captive a little

girl from the land of Israel; and she waited on Naaman' s wife. She said ©

her mistress, ‘1 wish that my master were with the prophet who is in
Samaria! Then he would cure him of his leprosy’ ™ (vss, 2-3). As a slave held
in bondage, this little girl not only knows the power of God but desires that
the one who holds her captive receive God' s blessing. No where in the Ol
Testament does it teach that God' s people should love their enemy; et this
little girl' s heart follow Jesus  teaching that God' s people should love their
(Malt.

enemies and pray for those who persecute thent 5:44). Her heart is

close with God. It shows us that those who experience God' s love
understand its life enhancing and all encompassing power.
"Naaman went in and told his master,

saying, Thus and thus spoke the

girl who is from the land of Israel, Then the king of Aram said, ‘God now,

and [ will send a letter to the king of Israel. And he departed and ook with
him ten talents of silver and six thousand shekels of gold and ten changes of
). Obviously his wife told him of the girl s statements and

clothes™ (vss.

because of his dire circumstances he was willing to try anvthing. So, he runs
to the king and requests his permission to seck this unusual help. The king
obliges him most probably because he feels sorry for him. It' s apparent that
outside of Israel lepers were not necessarily isolated.

"He brought the letter to the king of Israel, saying, ‘And now as this
letter comes to vou, behold, T have sent Naaman my servant to vou, that you
may cure him of his leprosy. It came about when the king of [srael read the
letter, that he tore his clothes and said, "Am I God, w kill and to make alive,
that this man is sending word 1© me 1o cure a man of his leprosy? But
consider now, and see how he is seeking a quarrel against me' ™ (vss. 6-7).
This king of Israel is apparently not close with God. He handles the matter
rather poorly, The tearing of clothes was considered an outward expression
of anguish and repentance, Unfortunately, this kings expression of anguish
revealed his pride and concern that the king of Aram was trving 1o trick him
mnto a fight. He shows no signs of repentance, the major key needed ©

receive God' s llt:lp.
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‘Tt happened when Elisha the man of God heard that the king of Israel

had torn his clothes, that he sent word to the king, saving, "Why have you

torn vour clothes? Now let him come to me, and he shall know that there is

a prophet in Israel 7 (vs. 8). Elisha wanted o know why the king tore his

clothes! He knew how foolish and sinful the king was and wanted him to
realize that indeed a man of God was surely capable of handling this
situation.

"Elisha sent a messenger to him,

saving, ‘Go and wash in the Jordan

seven times, and vour flesh shall be restored to you and you shall be clean’”

(vs. 9). Elisha gave Naaman simple instructions that would cure his leprosyi

for which there was no natural cure. "But Naaman was furious and went
away and said, Behold, I thought, He will surely come out to me and
stand and call on the name of the Lord his God, and wave his hand over the
place and cure the leper. Are not Abanah and Pharpar, the rivers of
Damascus, better than all the waters of Israel? Could [ not wash in them and
be cle ';m? So he turned and went away in a rage” (vss. 10-12). Can vou

believe his arrogance? Here it is that he is given a once in a lifetime

opportunity to be cleansed and he is hooked-up on the details of his cure.

His hurt pride that Elisha didn’ t come himself but sent a messenger and his

perception of how the healing was to take place caused him o walk away

from God' s blessing.

"Then his servants came near and spoke to him and said, My father, had

the prophet wld you o do some great thing, would yvou not have done it?

How much more then, when he says to you, "Wash, and be clean™ " (vs.

13)? Wow! This passage really shows the love of God in His people. Here it

s that his servants, who have been forced away from their families and held

against their will into slavery, desire for their master to be healed. Most

people in their situation would want him to suffer his slow death and think it
only fair, but those who know God know that human beings are special and

deserve every chance to come to know Him,

Naaman was given a second opportunity to receive God' s i'vlvssmg

through his servants. He listened to them and obeyed the word of the man

ol God. "So he went down and dipped himsell seven times in the Jordan,

according 1o the word of the man of God: and his flesh was restored like the

{lesh of a little child and he was clean” (vs. 14), \,‘\'-"}’1) was this arrogant

unbeliever who wok God' s people into bondage made well? Naaman

healed because he had simple faith. If he hadn' t listened and w.’\r.-_\rft_i the
nan of God, he wouldn' t have been healed. God' s love in the Old
Testament is not different than His love in the New Testament. His mercy

and grace extends to all those who believe in Him,

The story of another leper s [aith reads, "While He was in one of the

cities, behold, there was 4 man covered with leprosy: and when he saw

Jesus, he fell on his face and implored Him, saying, Lord, if vou are willing,

You can make me clean. And He stretched out His hand and touched him,

lh_‘ (_||.
(Luke 5:12-13) Faith in God s power

Hlessings!

saving, T am willing; ansed. And immediately the leprosy left him”

- is obwiously strong. It takes faith ©

recemve g |(_i_‘ e

Jesus tells us, "I anyone wishes to come after Me, he must deny himself,

and take up his cross and follow Me" (Mark 8:34). Our pledge of allegiance,

even to death, is demanded of all believers in Christ. It takes faith in Jesus

Christ as our Lord to drop our pride and way of thinking, to actually die to
“Ul‘

not to just

self, in order o be made new again. If we listen and just do what the

Spirit calls us to, we will forever be blessed. The key is to listen -

hear God' s words but to do them! The Bible is more than ink and paper, it

s more than just words 1o read. It s the living word of God! If you read it or

hear it with your heart, then your heart will change and become soft. This

softness will allow you o receive God' s blessings.
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