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FoolISH RICH MAN

"And He told them a parable, saying, “The land of a certain rich man was very productive.
And he began reasoning to himself, saying, ‘What shall I do, since I have no place to store my crops?’
And he said, ‘This is what I will do: I will tear down my barns and build larger ones,
and there I will store all my grain and my goods. And I will say to my soul,
Soul, you have many goods laid up for many years [to come;] take your ease, eat, drink [and] be merry.’
But God said to him, You fool! This [very] night your soul is required of you;
and [now] who will own what you have prepared?2’ So is the man who lays up treasure for himself,
and is not rich toward God.”; (Luke 12:16~21).

n today s Bible passage, Jesus tells a story about a foolish
Irich man. Before He begins, He gives the large crowd an
important message, “Beware, and be on your guard against every
form of greed: for not even when one has an abundance does his
life consist of his possessions’(v. 15). Here we find God' s
calculation, His measurement concerning the value of money in
relation to human life. Jesus uses this educational platform to
teach the people not to be foolish in their thinking about earthly
goods, material wealth. He wants people to understand what is
valuable in this world. His sermon is a reminder to us all that we
need to review, and make sure our wealth is stored in the right
place.

The story begins with a rich man, whose land is very
productive, reasoning over how he should manage his wealth. He
comes up with a plan, and privately thinks he is a success, wise in
his own ways, but God thinks differently. He looks upon this man
as stupid, a true fool. Jesus strongly emphasizes this peint, “But
God said to him, You fool’ "(v. 20). This man has no sense of
God. He has no feeling for the Lord. Instead, he maintains a
very high image of himself. He is the type of man who tells his
children to look at the surroundings he has provided them, the
business, buildings, saving accounts, summer houses, clothes,
employees, and his overall reputation. His children look on with
awe and respect, wondering how their father accomplished so
much. Certainly, he received much praise from those who
marveled at his actions. He was sensitive to honor and
admiration, more concerned with worldly wealth and recognition
than the Bible. His goals, hopes, and dreams centered on earthly
riches, “This is what I will do: I will tear down my barns and build
bigger ones, and there I will store all my grain and my goods” (v.
18). This smart, clever, and perhaps even hard working man
stored his wealth in earthly vessels. He totally considered
money as his bible. His worldly thinking was wrong, dead wrong!

This foolish rich man also believed his soul was his physical
body: “And I will say to my soul, ‘Seul, you have many goods laid
up for many years to come; take your ease, eat, drink and be
merry " (v. 19). Sadly, many of today’ s Christians think and act in

a like manner. Their desire for expensive food, clothes, homes,
and cars is shameful. Their want for the finer things this world
has to offer is alarming. Moreover, pastors are actually teaching
Christians that earthly things bring happiness, and this happiness
is a blessing from God. Indeed, this rich man experienced such
happiness. He placed all his treasure in the here and now. He
indulged himself in the pleasures of today. His judgment of his
soul was wrong, dead wrong!

Lastly, this stupid rich man calculated his earthly life for
eternal life. Listen to his words, and hear God' s response, “And
I will say to my soul, “Soul, you have many goods laid up for many
years to come; take your ease, eat, drink and be merry. But God
said fo him, You fool! This very night your soul is required of
you; and now who will own what you have prepared " (vv. 19420)?
There is an eternal heaven that God freely offers to those who
trust in Him. The rich man didn' t figure this into his plans. He
decided to build his own life with his own talent. He wanted to
be proud of his own capabilities. He forgot to calculate the
brevity of human life, for nobody knows how long his or her time
on earth will be. His problem, like many people today, is in living
life like the earth is all there is. This rich man lived wrong,
deadly wrong!

My dear friend, don' t be a fool. Don't be a wise person for
earthly things. Don't rely on yourself. The world' s ways are
foolishness o God. Jesus plainly tells us that a fool is anyone
who stores up treasure for themselves, and is not rich toward
God(v. 21). He is giving us a great secret. First, and foremost,
seek the kingdom of God, for everything else will be added to
you. Whatever earthly things you have come from God' s hand,
not yours. God gives you things to use for His glory. Sec, be
ready, “for the Son of Man is coming at an hour that you do not
expect’(Lk 12:40). As a Christian, don' t pretend to love God and
still place your hope in earthly things. As an unbeliever, repent
and accept Jesus Christ as your Lord. Don' t be a fooll “For
where your treasure is, there your heart will be also”(Lk 12:34).
Where is your treasure? 4
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