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| Sermon for Next Week |

GOD REIGNS

“®Then Moses and Aaron went and assembled all the elders of the sons of Israel: “”and Aaron spoke all the words
which the LORD had spoken to Moses. He then performed the signs in the sight of the people. “"So the people
believed; and when they heard that the LORD was concerned about the sons of Israel and that He had seen their

affliction, then they bowed low and worshiped.”(EXODUS 4:22~31)

fter 430 years of Egyptian slavery, God called Moses to bring Israel

up from that land to the land of Canaan in fulfillment of His promise
made: to Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob(see Gn. 13:15). The land of Egypt
was not their home country. The Israelites were Hebrew, and God had
promised them “a land flowing with milk and honey”(Ex. 3:17). As such,
God gave Moses a message to deliver to His people, and their captors.
The bottom line was that God reigns! He is a sovereign God. He is an
eternal, living God. He is an all-knowing, all-mighty, and always present
God. His concern for Israel is the same concern He has for you today. His
message to Israel is the same message He has for you today. God will
bring you up out of the affliction of this sinful world, and into His heavenly
kingdom, if you believe and obey His Word. He, along, not only has the
power to do this, but He, alone, has promised to do this.

God's reign, His power and control, over allleveryone and everything) is
an important truth that Christians need to absorb and include in their
perspectives concerning reality. The historical account of Israel living in a
foreign land, as slaves, for over 400 years under the control .of Egyptian
Pharachs was also a reality. The Egyptians needed these Hebrew people
to keep their nation running. From a worldly perspective, there was no
possible way that they would let them go, but the Living God reigns. He
not only was aware of their situation, but He had developed a plan long
ago to resolve their sufferings. He called Moses to implement His plan,
and His plan was successfully realized because He reigns.

God's ways are truly amazing. Do you know the story of Moses' life?
From birth, the world's powers wanted him dead, but God saved him. His
life was totally under God's control. He spent 40 years being raised by
Egyptian royalty. He received the finest food, shelter, clothing, and
education. After giving up his royal beginnings by executing justice
toward his own people, he lived for 40 years as a shepherd in the desert.
And today, in chapter four of Exodus, God is calling him to move forward
in his faith. He tells Moses to return to Egypt, and to tell the Pharaoh,
“Thus says the Lord, 'Israel is My son, My firstborn--- Let My son go that
he may serve Me'"(vv. 22&23). Can you believe it? God wants Moses, a
shepherd with a stick, to tell the king of this earth, the Pharach, to give
up his main economy. My friend, I'm telling you right now, God reigns!

Today is the last Sunday of the year 2003. I'm telling you that God will
lead you. He will guide you to His kingdom. | do not know your particular
situation, and even if | did, | probably would not understand it.
Nevertheless, | do know that if you believe in Jesus Christ as your Savior,
| know that the Holy Spirit will direct your life because God reigns. The
question now is whether or not you believe it.

Believers need to take all God's words seriously. Moses' putting off the
circumeision of his son gives us clear evidence, “Now it came about at
the lodging place on the way that the Lord met him and sought to put
him to death”(v. 24). God had expressly commanded Moses to
circumcise his son(see Gn. 17:10). Even though Moses was obeying
God's current command concerning Israel, he had not obeyed His past
command concerning his son. Moses had to learn that disobeying God
and incurring His wrath were more serious than anything that could befall
him from the wrath of Pharach. When Zipporah, Moses' wife, performed
the necessary circumcision to save Moses® life, then the Lord let him
alone. Obeying all of God's words, not just some, is truly important. God
reigns, and His reign covers every aspect of your life.

When Ged called Moses, He also called Aaron, his older brother, to be
his helper. God said to Aaron, “Go to meet Moses in the wilderness”(v.

27). Aaron went and met him at the mountain of God and kissed him.
God made a team, not for their own business or pleasure, but for His
purpose. After 40 years had passed, Moses and Aaron came together
under God's control. Their meeting was a heavenly meeting, a meeting
for believers. In front of them was the enemy. Their people were in a
terrible situation, but their meeting brought hope. The future was
promising. Moses told Aaron “all the words of the Lord with which He
had sent him, and all the signs that He had commanded him to do"(v.
28). He explained to Aaron nothing but the Word of God. He showed him
what God had showed him, nothing more and nothing less. They talked
about heavenly things, not human ideas. They believed that God reigns.

Today, we need to talk more about the Bible. We need to focus on the
Word of Life. As this year ends, what direction are your conversations
taking? What kinds of things are you thinking about? If your discussions
concern what great things you have done this past year, or what great
things you plan to do this upcoming year, you are making a big mistake.
Let’s talk about the Word of God. Let’s talk about what He shows us, and
the signs He has given to us. He is alive. He reigns. Moses talked about
the witness of God. He teld Aaron that God, the God of Abraham, Isaac,
and Jacob is alive. He told him that this wonderful God wants to use
them to save the Israelites. God reigns. Hallelujah!

Now these two people, Moses and Aaron, go to Egypt to meet the
Israelites in faith. “Then Moses and Aaron went and assembled all the
elders of the sons of Israel; and Aaron spoke all the words which the
Lord had spoken to Moses. He then performed the signs in the sight of
the people”(vv. 29&30). Moses and Aaron called the leaders of Israel
together to talk about the Word of God, and how much they needed it.
They showed them what He had done, and explained to them that
salvation is under God'’s control, His reign. They told God's people that He
controls everything, and all they need to do is practice what He says by
faith. “So the people believed; and when they heard that the Lord was
concerned about the sons of Israel and that He had seen their affliction,
then they bowed low and worshiped”(v. 31). What a blessing! Those
who heard Ged's Word worshipped Him, and those who saw His signs
praised Him.

My dear friends, where is your life going? What is your witness? As
believers, let’s proclaim the cross. Jesus came. He met us, and He died
for us. Let's tell everybody He is the Lord. Let's explain to them that He is
the way, the truth, and the life. Let's show them that He reigns, and
because of His reign there is always hope. God gave His only begotten
Son so that whoever believes in Him may eternally live. He died and
resurrected, and is now preparing our eternal home. Let's worship and
praise Him.

Come to Christ. Be forgiving. In His arms, you will find perfect rest in
heaven. Just believe, and you will receive salvation’s sure endless life.
You shall be blessed forevermare. Come to Christ, receive now the gift of
grace, rich and free, and joy and thanks will overflow for the God you've
come to know. Come to the cross before His throne, and you shall stand
robed in white, in the bright and shining home of eternal light. One and
all, only believe, and you will receive salvation sure, endless life you shall
receive and be blessed evermore. That is the power of God's grace. He
reigns. All you have to do is obey, step by step, and move forward by
faith. Moses, Aaron, and all Israel stood lonesome for a time, but God
reigns. His love prevails. If you're depressed or in despair, remember
God reigns. Respond to His love by coming to Christ. W
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