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Sermon for Next Sunda

Sermon for Next Stinday

WE WISH TO SEE JESUS

“ONow there were some Greeks among those who were going up to worship at the feast;
ithese then came to Philip, who was from Bethsaida of Galilee,
and began to ask him, saying, “Sir, we wish to see Jesus.”
(John 12:20~21)

J esus had to return to Jerusalem to die. During His
triumphal entry, many Jewish and even some Gentile
people who had come to Jerusalem to celebrate the
Passover. feast went out to meet Him. These people had
recently heard from eyewitnesses how Jesus called Lazarus
out of the tomb and raised him from the dead. Among the
large crowds still going up to Jerusalem with Jesus were
some Greeks. These Greeks found one of Jesus' disciples
and asked him if they could meet Jesus, “these then came to
Philip, who was from Bethsaida of Galilee, and began to ask
him, saying, ‘Sir, we wish to see Jesus'”(Jn. 12:21). Their
question is not strange, but its placement in the story is
definitely strange. Why is the Bible mentioning these
Greeks? What's the meaning of their desire?

The heart cry of all races is to see Jesus. A few Gentiles at
Passover longed to know Jesus Christ because they loved
God. These Greeks were looking for real truth, and they
couldn't find the answers they needed in Greek philosophy or
other religious truths and methods. They came to Jerusalem
because they were really seeking God through Judaism. They
heard about Jesus' miracles. Someone told them how He
made the blind see, the lame walk, healed lepers, and even
made the dead alive. Their curiosity was high. This Jesus
spoke with authority. The Greeks wanted to seé Him because
they were hoping He could enlighten them. Actually,
everyone needs to meet Jesus Christ because they are
sinners, “for all have sinned and fall short of the glory of
God"(Rom. 3:23). Everyone needs to see Jesus to receive
eternal life, “For God so loved the world, that He gave His
only begotten Son, that whoever believes in Him shall not
perish, but have eternal life"(Jn. 3:16). Everyone who
believes in Jesus Christ receives salvation, “that if you
confess with your mouth Jesus as Lord, and believe in your
heart that God raised Him from the dead, you will be saved;
for with the heart a person believes, resulting in
righteousness, and with the mouth he confesses, resulting in
salvation”{Rom. 10:9~10). The Bible says, “for ‘WHOEVER
WILL CALL ON THE NAME OF THE LORD WILL BE
SAVED'" (Rom. 10:13).

The heart cries of all people who seek relief through
religious ceremony need Jesus. These Greeks were

attending Passover because they were seeking God. Millions
of people in the church today participate in religious
ceremonies because they want to feel close to God or try to
please God. Too many people join the church or take
communion for the wrong reasons. There are numerous
people baptized who are still lost. Eternal life is not given to
anyone through religious rituals. Eternal life contains no
human element, nor does it lie within the scope of human
achievement, “who were born, not of blood nor of the will of
the flesh nor of the will of man, but of God"(Jn. 1:13). The
Bible clearly tells us, “But as many as received Him, to them
He gave the right to become children of God, even to those
who believe in His name”{Jn. 1:12).

The heart cry of all who seek reality in the lives of Christians
is to see Jesus. Real believers witness Christ with their life.
There are people around you right now who are looking for
Jesus. The Greeks came to Philip with their graceful desire.
Their question was a very reasonable request that every
Christian might be asked. This world needs to see Jesus
through you. God's people must face up to this responsibility.
All Christians are commanded to be the light of this earth,
“Let your light shine before men in such a way that they may
see your goed works, and glorify your Father who is in
heaven"(Mt. 5:16). Are you too busy for good works? Are you
too busy to glerify God?

As a child of God, who has accepted Jesus Christ as Savior,
please shine your light on this earth. Some people will come
to you first with their desire to see Jesus, and others you
may have to ask. Whichever situation you find yourself in,
just direct them to accept Jesus and receive eternal life.
Jesus is real! Today's Passover account pictures thousands
of people coming to Jerusalem, most of them attending this
feast as a ritual, but a few Greek Gentiles actually sought out
and saw Jesus Christ. Isn’t that wonderful? | hope you will be
like Philip. Open your heart and try to accept the individuals
that God brings your way. Philip dealt with Greek Gentiles.
Who knows what kind of people you will deal with? The will
of God is for you to be humble and to love souls without
discrimination. Next time someone inquires about the Lord
God, say to them, “Do you want to see Jesus?” "| will take
you to Him."” Amen. 4
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