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| Sermon for Next Sunday |

DO YOU LIVE BY FAITH?

© When the king of Egypt was told that the people had fled, Pharaoh and his servants had a change
of heart toward the people, and they said, “What is this we have done, that we have let Israel go
Jrom serving us?” ® So he made his chariot ready and took his people with him; - " “The LORD
will fight for you while you keep silent.” (Exodus 14:5~14)

he hand of God freed Israel. He opened the way of salvation and

delivered them from sin, as He now delivers us from sin, “But
God demonstrates His own love toward us; in that while we were yet
sinners, Christ died for us”(Rom. 5:8). Israel's deliverance from Egypt
typifies the gospel, their Passover speaks about the death of Christ,
and the opening of the Red Sea illustrates His resurrection. Israel did
nothing te merit salvation, and God did everything. They were
delivered by the blood of the lamb, just as we are delivered by the
blood of Jesus Christ, “Behold, the Lamb of God who takes away the
sin of the world"{Jn. 1:29)!

The biblical story of Israel’'s emancipation has deep and great
meaning concerning the significance of living by faith. God rescued
them from the bondage of sin, and guided them in a pillar of cloud by
day and a pillar of fire by night. He was guiding them to the Promised
Land. They were traveling in the will of God. God was taking care of
everything! All they had to do was follow with faith, but a problem
came up. Pharaoh, king of Egypt, changed his mind about letting
Israel go, “When the king of Egypt was told that the people had fled,
Pharaoh and his servants had a change of heart toward the people,
and they said, 'What is this we have done, that we have let Israel go
from serving us?' So he made his chariot ready and took his people
with him" (vv. 5&6). Pharach regretted his past decision, and took 600
select chariots and all the other chariots of Egypt with officers over all
of them to chase after the sons of Israel. As God's chosen people,
should they continue following in His will, given these dire
circumstances?

Faced with this serious problem, the Israelites fell into a depression.
As Pharach got closer and closer, they became very frightened and
“cried out to the Lord”(v. 10). They said to Moses, “Is it because
there were no graves in Egypt that you have taken us away to die in
the wilderness? Why have you dealt with us in this way, bringing us
out of Egypt? Is this not the word that we spoke to you in Egypt,
saying, ‘Leave us alone that we may serve the Egyptians?’ For it
would have been better for us to serve the Egyptians than to die in
the wilderness”(vv. 11&12). Believers always cry out to God, but few
in faith. The Israelites complained and blamed. They wanted to know
why this and why that, and talked about the ‘did not | tell you before’
kind of stuff. These people, the ones who cried out to God for
deliverance from slavery with the Egyptians, now cry out to God for
enslavement by the Egyptians. Why did they change? Why did they
speak with such bitter sarcasm? The reason why is because they
changed their focus. They forgot God’s promises. They did not really
believe them.

Moses gave the Israelites direction, "Do not fear! Stand by and see

the salvation of the Lord which He will accomplish for you today; for
the Egyptians whom you have seen today, you will never see them
again forever. The Lord will fight for you while you keep silent”{wv.
13&14). He reminded them of several very important messages from
God. The first one, fear not. God uses this phrase so often when He
speaks to us. He told Abram, “Do not fear, Abram, | am a shield to
you; your reward shall be very great”(Gn. 15:1). Do you believe it? Do
you really believe it? God asks you not to fear because He is your
protection. He wants you to deny yourself, take your cross, and follow
Him without fear. He specifically says, "Do not fear, for | am with you;
do not anxiously lock about you, for | am your God. | will strengthen
you, surely | will help you, surely | will uphold you with My righteous
right hand”(Isa. 41:10). Are you living with this kind of faith?

Moses reminded the Israelites to stand still in faith. God did not
want His people to turn around, or flee, or tremble about. He wanted
them to stand in front of the enemy and watch His mighty works.
God says, “Cease striving and know that | am God; | will be exalted
among the nations, | will be exalted in the earth”(Ps. 46:10). He
wanted the Israelites to stand still, so that they could see His
salvation through eyes of faith. 2 Corinthians 4:18 reminds us, “while
we look not at the things which are seen, but at the things which are
not seen; for the things which are seen are temporal, but the things
which are not seen are eternal.” Do you believe it? Do you really
believe God's word? If your focus changes, you will not believe, but
instead will worry and move about in the wrong direction. You cannot
stand firm and see God's handiwork without faith. The Lord will fight
for you while you keep silent in faith.

God told Moses to tell the sons of Israel, "go forward”{v. 15). We
cannot move forward until we stand still. When we trust in God, we
can move ahead. Hebrews 11:29 says, "By faith they passed through
the Red Sea as though they were passing through dry land; and the
Egyptians, when they attempted it, were drowned.” The cloud led the
Israelites and confused the Egyptians, “The angel of God, who had
been going before the camp of Israel, moved and went behind them;
and the pillar of cloud moved from before them and stood behind
them. So it came between the camp of Egypt and the camp of Israel;
and there was the cloud along with the darkness, yet it gave light at
night. Thus the one did not come near the other all night”(vv. 19&20).
When Moses lifted up his rod, the wind obeyed and the waters
parted. Israel crossed the Red Sea en dry ground.

My dear friend, do you feel trapped in a dangerous place right
now? Where is your faith? Please fear not, stand still, and by faith
see the salvation of Jesus Christ. When you do this, you can move
forward. 4
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