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What Is Real Love?

‘Let love be without hypocrisy. Abhor what is evil; cling to what is good”
(Romans 12:9)

any people, church people, don't understand the meaning of
Mrza] love. Their understanding about this subject centers on
worldly, net godly perspectives. They sincerely think real love is
political or romantic, and gives way to compromises. My dear
friends, real love hates evil. Real love grasps God's Word, and
sticks to truth, Every deed and every word that falls short of
hating evil and loving good is not genuine love. It is an artificial,
deceitful, and dishonest action. It is hypocrisy! Let's open our
hearts and minds to hear God's Word, so that we can truly love in
God's way. Let's be real lovers, not hypocrites.

Paul was a godly man who understood real love. He clearly and
honestly delivered today's message to the church at Rome. Listen
to his heart. "I am telling the truth in Christ. T am not lying, my
conscience testifies with me in the Holy Spirit“(9:1). He is talking
to believers, not regular people. He's relating God's truth fo born-
again Christians. He explains, "It is not the children of the flesh
who are children of God, but the children of the promise are
regarded as descendants”(9:8). In other words, God's children are
those who know Jesus. For it is through the blood of Jesus that
humans become the promised children. Therefore, those who
belong to this earth, who forgive and care for each other, but don't
know Jesus, are not God's children.

Paul's advice is strictly for God's children. He pleads with his
brothers and sisters in Christ, "Therefore I urge you, brethren, by
the mercies of God, to present your bodies a living and holy
sacrifice, acceptable to God, which is your spiritual service of
worship”(12:1). He's giving believers the principle, not the methed,
of their duty. As new creatures, "The love of God has been poured
out within our hearts through the Holy Spirit who was given to
us"(5:5). Many Christians who claim love are actually loving and
forgiving the devil. That's not right! You can't compromise with
Satan or his demons. You can't be politically correct in the midst of
sin. God's love places us in relationship with Him. As such, we need
cleansing through His Son's blood, for only Jesus saves His people
from their sins(see Mt. 1:21). We need to act holy. We need to love
genuinely.

If you really relate with God through Christ, if you don't
compromise, if you aren't a hypocrite, no one or nothing can cut you
off from His love. Paul says, "For I am convinced that neither
death, nor life, nor angels, nor principalities, nor things present,
nor things to come, nor powers, nor height, nor depth, nor any
other created thing, will be able to separate us from the love of
God, which is in Christ Jesus our Lord"(8:37~39). Amen! My
friends, God is righteous. You cannot be unrighteous and relate
with Him. If you confess your sin, His grace, His love, will always be
with you,

When you love other people, love God's way. Don't be a hypocrite.
Paul says, "Love does no wrong to a neighbor; therefore love is the
fulfillment of the law"(13:10). Too many people take advantage of

others under the name of love. If you want to share God's love with
cther people, you have to be dedicated to God's Word. Since we are
living in this society, love others will involve a variety of people. As
such, you can't believe what they say. Paul warns us, "Do not be
conformed to this world, but be transformed by the renewing of
your mind, so that you may prove what the will of God is, that which
is good and acceptable and perfect”(12:2). Many different religions
practice love, peace, and justice. You can't believe in other spirits,
you have to believe only in Jesus. Everyone believes his or her
religion has value and is the best. They think they are clean
through its practice. Don't believe it. They may talk about good
stuff, but don't get confused. The Buddhists, Muslims, and Hindus
don't recognize Jesus as their God. The Bible fells us, "By this you
know the Spirit of God: every spirit that confesses that Jesus
Christ has come in the flesh is from God"(1 Jn. 4:2).

If someone doesn't acknowledge Jesus as their Lord and Savior,
don't believe what they say. They are anti-Christ. Other religions
offer good things, like respect, good conscience, and morals, but all
these things are worldly. They existed before Jesus' incarnation.
They don't lead to heaven, they lead to hell, to death. People will
talk the good talk, but understand that only Jesus Christ leads to
eternal life. God's Word says, "They are from the world; therefore
they speak as from the world, and the world listens to them. We
are from God; he who knows God listens to us; he who is not from
God does not listen to us. By this we know the spirit of truth and
the spirit of error”(1 In. 4:5~6). It also says, "By this the love of
God was manifested in us, that God has sent His only begotten Son
inta the world so that we might live through Him"(1 Jn. 4:9).

Jesus is the way, truth and life. Salvation is through Him alone.
"Whoever believes that Jesus is the Christ is born of God, and
whoever loves the Father loves the child born of Him“(1 In, 5:1),
We share this love with each other. When we love God, we obey His
Word. We become His children through our faith in His Son. Let us
always remember, “He who has the Son has the life; he who does
not have the Son of God does not have the life"(1 Jn. 5:12).

Real love discerns what is holy and what is not holy. Jesus'
message fo the church in Thyatira reminds us of this, "I know your
deeds, and your love and faith and service and perseverance, and
that your deeds of late are greater than at first. But I have this
against you, that you folerate the woman Jezebel, who calls herself
a prophetess, and she teaches and leads My bond-servants astray
so that they commit acts of immorality and eat things sacrificed to
idols"(Rev. 2:19~20). This church wasn't practicing real love. That's
why Paul gives us the fundamental principle: Let love be without
hypocrisy. Abhor what is evil; cling to what is good. We need to be
careful of our own self-righteousness. My friends, we must deny
ourselves and be followers of the cross. That's the way of faith.
That's real love!
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o] &g $ FHR FHe dekak eltbolAguch M ol £3L A
33 g hict, Fokollam Igi50] o5& Wolmalals Alkel npu AR
£ 71w oA AT, Felo] olale- Alxzte] Ae g WaE gle Ack
Aok erglal, 2 @e A7) o) obd el whlle] UvkER] A@el? ok
oAl o] Apghie, vl 2lodml g & Bl =R (0} 16:22,23) % B 3-8 v)slekn &
Ak e a5 e 9, £o) Mgeld salshdgut. A ejgelA
2|7} A AL, ofu] FAA Felatal Aol AL, cldlA Al Aol Al
o] Aol §ial F3elr 8 2370 SRS Solgke w] 2FL BF
So| At F7) ol = 4= h27R? FHoll the), FEl disl, Algtel o
8 dl zholAl g, e $ele] & we] 1EE AHs) Mg, A =9l
ol $eje Aoz wkzkaly] wiEe e Fich Algdl £ e Ao gle]
71sdke) AjejA 7szskA) grow AlFe) B, 2o} elglshA Ho HeA Az
ghohes iU, o s Adhe] upalah A1 ) Alehdlels Mg FeA
o Z)estalel, $2it Fel drht 91 glvka Aot 3l Eel) 7] 758
A3 g oht el e ABE Glo] dolAlAe thhar S B Aje]
7| E8bo] shpd el B8 Solof ghuic), Lelolt f4l0) ok ol 4 vtk

dlgd o] 5 ula 7|2 3 WA 7| eoks vk uith4zd), A wAl Z]seke e
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Aol S-2)o} o] Al PL e A= 2= gloae} (3] 415).

S WA FUR Mo B F)wakal FoAZAEolA 24} ol 2AH ofAlE A
Tk (44.459), allgdalA A Wolut 2= E Fekshar ksl s e
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