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Solomon built a temple on the foundation his father David prepared.
The moment when Solomon dedicated to God the temple he built with all
his heart and sincerity was the highlight of his life. “The temple I am going
to build will be great, because our God is greater than all other gods."(2Chr
2:5). Men cannot build a building equivalent to the greatness of God in this
world, but Solomon dedicated the best temple to God with all faithfulness
he could offer. The magnitude of offering sacrifices to God after the com-
pletion of the temple was enormous. Through offering a sacrifice of
twentytwo thousand head of cattle and a hundred and twenty thousand
sheep and goats, we can understand how much Solomon tried to offer his
whole heart to God. “Then the temple of the Lord was filled with the
cloud, and the priests could not perform their service because of the
cloud, for the glory of the Lord filled the temple of God."(2Chr 5:13b-14).
The cloud filled with the temple was both the symbol of the presence of
God and the device of grace protecting the Israelites. However, the part the
writer of Chronicles focused on in the midst of the ceremony of dedicat-
ing the temple to God was Solomon's prayer of dedication. When Solo-
mon's prayer of dedication (2Chr 6:12-42) was finished, fire came down
from heaven(2Chr 7:1) and consumed the burnt offering and the sacrifices
on the altar just as a fire came out from the tabernacle and set fire to the
altar when Moses and Aaron built the tabernacle for the first time.

A temple and temple prayer

Researchers on Chronicles emphasize today's text is the most important
part running through the book of Chronicles. "the Lord appeared to him at
night and said: “I have heard your prayer and have chosen this place for
myself as a temple for sacrifices.'(v.12). God, who appeared to Solomon
who offered a thousand burnt offerings on the altar as soon as he was en-
throned, appeared to Solomon again on the night when the temple was
completed, and gave him instructions that would be the core principles of
the process of temple construction and what would happen after that.
"Now my eyes will be open and my ears attentive to the prayers offered in
this place. [ have chosen and consecrated this temple so that my Name
may be there forever. My eyes and my heart will always be there."(Vs 15-16).
As we examined together last week, a temple is where God dwells, where
God meets us and where God rules. Prayer is related with these three func-
tions of the temple. That's why Jesus said referring to the temple, ‘My
house will be called a house of prayer for all nations’ The way of meeting
God where God dwells is the prayer, and God rules through responding to
prayers. The importance of the temple and the prayer God taught Solo-
mon is, what we call, 'Tabernacle Prayer' Tabernacle prayer is even now
very important for us. It's because Tabernacle Prayer is the prayer that we
come to the church and offer to God, the prayer for building a temple we
should build through our lives, and also the prayer for fulfilling a temple in
our hearts.

Three conditions for Tabernacle Prayer

"if my people, who are called by my name, will humble themselves and
pray and seek my face and turn from their wicked ways"(v.14a). The first
condition for Tabernacle Prayer is to "turn from their wicked ways". If you
happen to stand in a wicked way, I hope you turn from the way immedi-
ately. The second condition is to humble yourself and pray. According to
Luke 18, the Pharisee fasted twice a week and thoroughly gave a tenth of all
he got, but God did not receive his prayer. On the contrary, God received
the prayer of the tax collector, who beat his heart and said, “God, have
mercy on me, a sinner." It's because Tabernacle Prayer God receives and
responds to is the prayer offered with the heart of lowering and humbling

oneself. After Solomon died, the United Kingdom of Israel was separated

Sermon in English Translation

Praying at the Temple Makes
Your Prayer Stronger?

(2Chronicles 7:12-16)

Rev. Kyu Sam Han

into the northern kingdom and the southern kingdom. There were around
four good kings among 22 kings who reigned the southern kingdom of Ju-
dah. One of the good kings was Hezekiah, who humbly prostrated himself
and prayed before God at the moment he fell sick and was about to die.
God heard the prayer and gave him a miraculous sign so that his life was
extended, but his heart became soon proud. However, Hizekiah was re-
pentant again and humbled himself to return.(2Chr 32:24-26). That's why
the Bible calls Hezekiah a good king. Rehoboam, a son of Solomon, who
separated the united kingdom of Israel, had also a time when he humbled
himself and went forward to God(2Chr 12:12). However, his heart was con-
sequently hardened, and he ended his life unfaithfully to God. Since
Manass, a son of Hizekiah and the most wicked king among kings of Judah,
repented himself before God after he came back from the Assyrian captiv-
ity, he could face a comfortable death before God. No matter what wrongs
we did, if we offer Tabernacle Prayer to God wholeheartedly with our
humble hearts, God hears our prayers. I hope you don't give up turning
back, and depending on the word of God, you give a Tabernacle Prayer to
God. The third is the prayer for seeking God's face. The prayer for seeking
the face of God, which is called the flower of Tabernacle Prayers, is also ex-
pressed as 'hope in the Lord' or 'gladly walk with God' in the Old Testa-
ment. When you face unbearable difficulties, I hope you go toward a Tab-
ernacle Prayer to seek God's face. "the Lord make his face shine on you
and be gracious to you; the Lord turn his face toward you and give you
peace.”’(Num 6:25-26). God surely responds to the prayer for seeking God's
face.

God responding to Tabernacle Prayers

"then I will hear from heaven, and I will forgive their sin and will heal
their land."(v.14b). The Bible expresses the image of God responding to
Tabernacle. Prayer of turning from wicked ways, humbling oneself and
seeking God's face into three features. First, God listens to our prayers
from heaven. It's because God is not bound to the temple but reigns the
universe from heaven. He has only chosen the temple as the place He
meets us. He listens to and figures out our prayers with a parental heart.
Second, He forgives our sins. The remission of sins means the most pow-
erful reign of King's reigns. The King has not only the power of imposing
sins but also the power of forgiving sins. When examining the prayer of
Solomon offered at the dedication of the temple, when the Israelites cried
in the temple in difficult situations such as the defeat of the war and fam-
ine, he supplicates God to forgive their sins, not anything else. It's because
only after they had received the remission of their sins, the next problems
could be solved. The reason why Daniel taken into captivity by Babylon
prayed toward the temple is just here. Lastly, God, who listens to Taberna-
cle Prayers and forgives our sins, heals the land. The healing, which is one
step higher than the healing when our relationship was broken, and when
our dreams collapsed, or when our bodies are so completely broken that
we cannot move at all, is 'healing the land' It's because the land means the
environment where lots of people cannot survive, In the Bible, the expres-
sion meaning God is responding to the situation where lives are threatened
by wars, famine, and infectious diseases is 'healing the land. Healing the
land contains healing all of our bodies, our lives, and our broken dreams. I
hope you will remember well that God 'listens to' our Tabernacle Prayers,
‘forgives our sins' and 'heals the land' I bless in the name of the Lord that
you will experience the works of God through Tabernacle Prayers and be-
come blessed believers establishing the temple splendidly within you.
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