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Sermon for next week

New Testament Church

“And when the day of Pentecost had come, they were all together in one place. And suddenly there came from
heaven a noise like a violent, rushing wind, and it filled the whole house where they were sitting. And there
appeared to them tongues as of fire distributing themselves, and they rested on each one of them. And they were all
Silled with the Holy Spirit and began to speak with other tongues, as the Spirit was giving them utterance.
(Acts 2:14)

The Day of Pentecost is one of the most important days in church
history. For Christians, it is the day that the Holy Spirit came down from
heaven and poured Himself upon the church. It is the day that God' s
reign became spiritually involved with all His children, not just a selected
few; It opened the door for us to have an intimate and supernatural
experience.of God. It brought to the church a new power for ministry. It
created a new humanity in Christ. Indeed, the Day of Pentecost was a
day of ‘new’ beginnings, the birthday of the New Testament Church.

The giving of the Holy Spirit to the church took place on a Jewish holy
day called Pentecost in the New Testament and Feasts of Weeks in the
Old Testament. The Greek name ‘pentecoste” refers to the fifty-day
interval between this holy day and the Passover, Unleavened bread, and
First Fruits feasts. Pentecost or Feast of Weeks occurred seven full
weeks after the beginning ( ‘first fruits’ ) of the wheat harvest. As such,
it marked the end of the wheat harvestisee Nu. 28:26). It was at this
time that God' s people presented Him with the first fruits of their grain.
Whereas the Passover and Unleavened bread commemorated their
exodus from Egypt and First Fruits the beginning of their new life,
Pentecost or Feasts of Weeks reminded them of God' s continued,
faithful, and loving care. The Mosaic Law prescribed this sacred day for
God' s people to remember and follow (see Dt. 16:9-12). It was one of
three annual pilgrimages, which they were required to make to the
central sanctuary.

Therefore, when we begin today’ s Bible message, “When the day of
Pentecost had come, they were all together in one place. And suddenly
there came from heaven a noise like a violent rushing wind, and it filled
the whole house where they were sitting”, we understand its meaning
and significance(vv. 1&2). God' s people had gathered in obedience to
His Word. They were offering their first fruits from their harvest. The
wind from heaven was the Hely Spirit coming. This wonderful
happening was God' s first fruits of action after the cross, resurrection,
and ascension! From the time Jesus instituted the Lord' s Supper, to the
Holy Spirit' s arrival, 50 days had passed. Something new started. God'
s church was empowered with His Spirit.

The Holy Spirit filled each member of the church. “And there
appeared to them tongues as of fire distributing themselves, and they
rested on each one of them. And they were all filled with the Holy Spirit
and began to speak with other tongues, as the Spirit was giving them
utterance” (vv. 3&4).. God' s people could now proclaim the gospel.
They had the freedom to speak at any place in God's own language,
“Now the Lord is the Spirit, and where the Spirit of the Lord is, there is
liberty” (2 Cor. 3:17). The church received the ability to speak in a
heavenly language. The Holy Spirit, through the church, can convict the
world. They can set forth the truth of the gospel in such a clear light that
people are able to accept or reject it. John 16:8-11 tells us, “And He,
when He comes, will convict the world concerning sin and
righteousness, and judgment; concerning sin, because they do not

believe in Me; and concerning righteousness, because | go to the Father
and you no longer see Me; and concerning judgment, because the ruler
of this world has been judged.” Amen.

The New Testament church received the Holy Spirit in their hearts as
a seal and pledge from God that He would fulfill His promises (see 2 Cor.
1:22). Ephesians 1:13 & 14 tells us of our security and guarantee of
salvation in Christ, “In Him, you also, after listening to the message of
truth, the gospel of your salvation-having also believed, you were sealed
in Him with the Holy Spirit of promise, who is given as a pledge of our
inheritance, with a view to the redemption of God' s own possession, to
the praise of His glory.” When you accept Jesus, the Holy Spirit comes
into your heart, and you become God' s child. You can eternally praise
Him.

The Holy Spirit secures our salvation. He protects us until we meet
Jesus face to face. As such, we should never make Him sad, "Do not
grieve the Holy Spirit of God, by whom you were sealed for the day of
redemption” (Eph. 4:30). My friends, when the Holy Spirit came down
upon God' s church, His people, He gave us new principles, new laws.
No longer do we lead ourselves, but now He leads. No longer do we
trust in ourselves, but now we believe in God alone. Our job is to deny
ourselves and serve God. Our responsibility is to trust God with, in, and
for everything, and worship Him in Spirit and in truth. The Bible tells us, |
“But when He, the Spirit of truth, comes, He will guide you into all the
truth; for He will not speak on His own initiative, but whatever He hears,
He will speak; and He will disclose to you what is to come™ (Jn. 16:13).
We must listen to the Holy Spirit. Jesus told us. “But the Helper, the
Holy Spirit, whom the Father will send in My name, He will teach you all
things, and bring to your remembrance all that | said to you® (Jn. 14:26).

As Christians, we must listen to the Holy Spirit, not ourselves, and
follow Jesus. “The Spirit Himself testifies with our spirit that we are
children of God" (Rom. 8:16). Those who belong to Christ have the Holy
Spirit. As such, we must be humble to hear His voice and understand
spiritual things. The Bible tells us, “But a natural man does not accept
the things of the Spirit of God, for they are foolishness to him; and he
cannot understand them, because they are spiritually appraised” (1 Cor.
2:14). Those who negatively question the truth of God s Word can’ t
hear His voice because of their pride. How often | hear people say, “How
come God did this or that?” Without the Holy Spirit, you' Il never
understand spiritual matters, but with Him you' Il see and understand the
most incredible things.

My dear friends, the Holy Spirit coming down from heaven on
Pentecost was an important day. It marked the beginning of God' s New
Testament church. |t signaled that we as believers have a new heavenly
power for ministry. The Holy Spirit established a new model of
redemption as characteristic of life in the new covenant, and formed a
new humanity in Christ. Let us remember this day, giving thanks and
praise to our God for His amazing love. 4
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