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The covenant of God was expanded more and more through Jacob who
belonged to the third generation of faith after Abraham and Isaac. “After
Jacob returned from Paddan Aram, God appeared to him again and bless-
ed him”(v.9). The covenant formula that God gives blessings to those who
come back to God is the fundamental truth that believers should keep in
mind. “God blessed them and said to them, “Be fruitful and increase in
number; fill the earth and subdue it. Rule over the fish in the sea and the
birds in the sky and over every living creature that moves on the
ground.”(Ge 1:28). When God created man, He wanted to give him bless-
ings. 'Heavenly blessing' that God gives on the basis of the covenant is dif-
ferent from 'the blessing of wish-fulfillment' which we seek according to
our own will without any grounds. Through relying on the covenant, Jacob
could enjoy the Heavenly blessing of coming back to Bethel.

Jacob, and Bethel

“Then God said to Jacob, “Go up to Bethel and settle there, and build an al-
tar there to God, who appeared to you when you were fleeing from your
brother Esau”(Ge 35:1). At the end of sojourning long in Paddan Aram, Jacob
came to return to Bethel at last. Jacob, who took over the birthright which was
the share of his brother Esau by a bowl of lentil stew, took advantage of his old
father's weak eyes and disguised himself as the appearance of his brother Esau
and received the blessing. God met Jacob who fled from his brother's wrath at
‘Bethel. “Your descendants will be like the dust of the earth, and you will
spread out to the west and to the east, to the north and to the south. All peo-
ples on earth will be blessed through you and your offspring. I am with you
and will watch over you wherever you go, and I will bring you back to this
land. I will not leave you until I have done what I have promised you.’(Ge
28:14-15). God renewed the covenant He had made with Abraham for Jacob.
He made with Jacob a new promise of blessing that He is with Jacob, will bring
him back and will not leave him. And this covenant was accomplished as the
appearance of coming back to the very place Bethel where Jacob had sworn
saying, “so that I return safely to my father’s household, then the Lord will be
my God and this stone that I have set up as a pillar will be God’s house, and of
all that you give me I will give you a tenth.”(Ge 28:21-22). I hope you and I also
have Bethel, the place of blessing where we remember again the covenant

that we have received before and rebuild ourselves before God

New name, Israel

God, who brought Jacob back to Bethel, changed Jacob's name to Israel. It
meant Jacob would be the foundation of Israel, a nation which would be es-
tablished in the future, and that God would make the realm of His blessing
and covenant expanded through Jacob. The Bible reveals and emphasizes the
right of blessing granted to Jacob in whatever phrases in which Jacob's name is
called Israel, the changed name. “Then the man said, “Your name will no lon-
ger be Jacob, but Israel, because you have struggled with God and with hu-
mans and have overcome.”(Ge 32:28). In 'Peniel' by the river Jabbok!, Jacob
wrestled with the angel of God for his life through the entire night. The name
Tsrael was the blessing which he gained after the severe fight incomparable
with the fight he had when he stripped his brother, Esau of his birthright.
“God said to him, “Your name is Jacob, but you will no longer be called Jacob;
your name will be Israel” So he named him Israel”(v.10). Even though Jacob
had received the blessing of changing his name in Genesis 32, he didn't seem
to change his name completely. Therefore, God called Jacob Israel again in
‘Bethel. Examined after Genesis 35, though the name Israel is continuously
used mixing with the name of Jacob, Tsrael' is used more often towards the
latter part of Jacob's life. Particularly, from the time when he reunited with his

Sermon in English Translation

Your Name will be

Israel
(Genesis 35:9-15)

Rev. Kyu Sam Han

son, Joseph who, he thought, was dead, and settled in Egypt, the name Israel is
more often used. Jacob's life was changed into the life of blessing others. To be

able to bless someone was the essential feature of Jacob's blessing from God.

The feature of blessing right Jacob received

"And he blessed Joseph, and said: “God, before whom my fathers Abraham
and Isaac walked, The God who has fed me all my life long to this day, The
Angel who has redeemed me from all evil, Bless the lads; Let my name be
named upon them, And the name of my fathers Abraham and Isaac; And let
them grow into a multitude in the midst of the earth.”(Ge 48:15-16). Jacob who
was 130 years old at the time of going to Egypt blessed all of his twelve sons
before death. He explained about the works of God in his life through the
blessing of Joseph, the son whom he loved most. Jacob confesses 'God fed
him all his life long" and 'He redeemed him from all evil. In fact, Jacob lived
an exhausting and unfair life. Though he intercepted his brother's birthright,
he was a hopeless fugitive, and a victim who was exploited at his maternal un-
cle's house. Physically, he became a handicapped man who became lame after
the wrestle by the river Jabbok. “And Jacob said to Pharaoh, “The days of the
years of my pilgrimage are one hundred and thirty years; few and evil have
been the days of the years of my life, and they have not attained to the days of
the years of the life of my fathers in the days of their pilgrimage. So Jacob
blessed Pharaoh, and went out from before Pharaoh.”(Ge 47:9-10). Even
though Jacob lived such a rough life, he confesses God provided all of what he
needed. That is the grounds that Jacob, who was only a stranger, could bless
Pharaoh the king of Egypt. It's because blessing is not what the high can give
to the low but what the spiritually abundant can give. After Jacob received the
name Israel, the feature of the right of blessing which he received from God
came to be revealed through his life. The reason why Jacob was more com-
fortable than anyone else at the last moments of his life was due to the bless-
ing that he received. Jacob was confident that God who 'fed and redeemed
him from all evil' would be with his children.

The highlight the Bible showed through the life of Jacob was the covenant
he held on to. There is the right of blessing in the covenant. What was con-
tained in the new name Israel was God's blessing according to the covenant.
We, who became new people of Israel through Jesus, also have the right of
blessing. It was around the time when I was beginning the ministry for the
immigrant. A deacon, who was in his mid-eighties at that time, had a son who
had been sick in bed for 88 years due to an unexpected accident. The deacon
said, "If there is even one person who blesses my son, my son would not be
discarded. Therefore, what I wish is that I live longer than my son." I believe to
bless even only one person for whom it may be most difficult to receive bless-
ing could be the way of using the God-given right of blessing. I hope you bless
first the person close to you with true heart of serving, and then gradually ex-
pand the scope of blessings little by little. It is not only the blessing given to us
who are living holding on to the covenant but also a best spiritual weapon
with which we expand the covenant of God in the world. I bless in the name
of the Lord that you will be the blessed believers who hold on to the covenant
and go out to the world, remembering the right of blessing God gave to Jacob

through ordering "Your name will be Israel”
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