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| Sermon for Next Sunday |

GOD’S GREAT INVITATION

@ Listen, O heavens, and hear, O earth; For the LORD speaks, “Sons I have reared and brought up,
But they have revolted against Me. V“An ox knows its owner, And a donkey its master’s manger,
But Israel does not know, My people do not understand.” --- ""Learn to do good; Seek justice,
Reprove the ruthless, Defend the orphan, Plead for the widow. "**“Come now, and let us reason together,”
Says the LORD, “Though your sins are as scarlet, They will be as white as snow;

Though they are red like crimson, They will be like wool.”
(Isaiah 1:2~18)

ow strange and amazing that the holy and glorious God
H actually invites unholy and inglorious people to come to
Him. Human beings don't deserve anything, yet alone such
perfect and wonderful grace! Our sinful natures constantly go
against God. Our pride and selfish behaviors mess up
everything. On our own, we are truly nothing but trouble
because we do zero good. In spite of all our evil and wretched
actions, God still calls us to Him. One would think that we
would seek God before He seeks us, but that simply is not the
way it works. God always seeks us befere we seek Him. Luke
19:10 says, “For the Son of Man has come to seek and to save
that which was lost.” Lost people, sinners, don‘t even have the
power to come to the Lord. In today’s Bible passage, the
prophet Isaiah told the people of Judah about God's criticism
against them and His great invitation to come to Him. After God
pointed out Judah's sins, He asked them to accept His invitation
now. It's important to note that God didn't invite Judah to think
about His invitation and then get back to Him later, but rather
He asked Judah to talk to Him now. The good news is that
God's invitation is still valid! Until Jesus returns, people all over
the world have the same opportunity as the people of Judah to
be saved. Let's look at what God's great invitaticn is all about.
God's great invitation to reason came at an unreasonable
time, “'Come now, and let us reason together,” Says the
LORD"(Is. 1:18). Isaiah’s nation was in deep trouble. They had
turned against the Lord, showing not even the sense of
gratitude and ownership that an ox or a donkey shows its
master(ls. 1:2~3). They walked around saying that they always
followed the Lord, but that simply was not true. They choose
not to think about God, but instead think about their own
benefit. Corruption was everywhere. Crime and violence
characterized the age. Indeed, they were sin-sick people, and
their rebellion didn't make any sense in light of God's blessing.
Still, God invited them to come to Him and reason together.
What a great act of love!
God's great invitation to godliness came at an ungodly time.
The source of rescue and restoration was the Lord God. God
called to those who had forsaken Him. God called to those

people who had grieved His Holy Spirit. These ungodly people
who reminded Isaiah of Sodom and Gommorah(ls. 1:9~10)
were hypocrites. Their religious sacrifices(ls. 1:11), festivals (Is.
1:13~14) and prayers(ls. 1:15) were shams. God condemned
their religious pretenses, and invited them to be godly, “Wash
yourselves, make yourselves clean; Remove the evil of your
deeds from My sight. Cease to do evil, Learn to do good; Seek
justice, Reprove the ruthless, Defend the orphan, Plead for the
widow“(Is. 1:16~17). What a great act of mercy!

God's great invitation to cleanliness came at a sinful time. The
people of Judah had fallen far from grace. Their sins were
many, and yet God promised to clean everything, “Though your
sins are as scarlet, They will be as white as snow; Though they
are red like crimson, They will be like wool”(Is. 1:18). How
willing would you be to help a friend who turned against you
through disloyalty and betrayal? Would you come te him or her
in their time of need and offer to fix everything for them? God
offers full pardon and full restoration of your relationship to Him.
What a great act of grace!

My dear friend, we are living in an unreasonable, ungodly, and
sinful time. Our present situation is exactly like the people of
Judah. God is calling you right now! He is inviting you to come
to Him now, and reason together with Him. All you have to do is
come to Jesus and there will be a wonderful result. Psalms
51:17 says, “The sacrifices of God are a broken spirit; A broken
and a contrite heart, O God, You will not despise.” When you
cry out to Jesus and repent of your badness and pride, and ask
Him to forgive you, God listens. God loves such a beautiful
heart. God is calling sinful people to come to Him right now,
just as you are. He meets sinners where they are and cleanses
them. He will forgive and cleanse all who come to Him, no
matter how unreasonable, ungodly, and sinful the situation.
1John 1:9 says, “If we confess our sins, He is faithful and
righteous to forgive us our sins and to cleanse us from all
unrighteousness.” Jesus loves you and will release you from
your sins by His blood(Rev. 1:5). God is inviting you to come
now. There is a big reason for His invitation. Please accept it
and receive His love, mercy, and grace. Amen. i
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