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| sermon for Next Sunday |

VICTORY OF THE CROSS

®By oppression and judgment He was taken away; And as for His generation, who considered That
He was cut off out of the land of the living For the transgression of my people, to whom the stroke
was due? - "“Therefore, I will allot Him a portion with the great, And He will divide the booty
with the strong; Because He poured out Himself to death, And was numbered with the
transgressors; Yet He Himself bore the sin of many, And interceded for the transgressors.
(Isaiah 53:8~12)

saiah prophesizes the great cross of Jesus Christ throughout

chapter 53. He talks about the rejection of our Redeemer, the
suffering of our Shepherd, the wounds of our Savior, the Man of
sorrows, the silence of the Lamb, His slaughter for sinners, and
the sinfulness of all humanity. Everything he foretold exactly
happened 700 years later. When we look at Calvary, we see
Isaiah’s prophecy. He emphasizes the key characters of the
crucifixion, “By cppression and judgment He was taken away;
And as for His generation, who considered That He was cut off
out of the land of the living For the transgression of my people,
to whom the stroke was due? His grave was assigned with
wicked men, Yet He was with a rich man in His death, Because
He had done no violence, Nor was there any deceit in His
mouth."(vv. 8&9) Jesus Christ's oppressors, the soldiers and
the multitude of wicked people who spit, poked, beat, and
hurled abuse at Him, killed Him even though He died for them
They intended to bury Him with the wicked since they
considered Him a criminal, but instead He was given an
honorable burial in the rich man, Joseph of Arimathea's tomb.
Indeed, Isaiah gives us the suffering Christ, but he also provides
the victory of the cross.

At the cross there is resurrection. When you read Isaiah 53 in
its entirety, everything comes across as very sad and
depressing, except verse 10. If you read it closely you can see
the wonder, "But the Lord was pleased To crush Him, putting
Him to grief; If He would render Himself as a guilt offering, He
will see His offspring, He will prolong His days, and the good
pleasure of the Lord will prosper in His hand.” To prolong His
days after being made an offering would necessitate bodily
resurrection. This is the good news, the victory of the cross.
Christ would live to see His offspring, which are those who
would believe on Him, like you and I. The Lord God's pleasure
was not an afterthought; it was His plan from long ago. It is the
plan available now, but not forever. Paul discovered the secret,
“For | delivered to you as of first importance what | also
received, that Christ died for our sins according to the
Scriptures, and that He was buried, and that He was raised on
the third day according to the Scriptures.”(1 Cor. 15:3&4) He
knew the Scriptures of Isaiah 53. He found that the cross and
resurrection are God's good news because of His victory over
death.

At the cross there is justification, “As a result of the anguish

of His soul, He will see it and be satisfied; By His knowledge
the Righteous One, My Servant, will justify the many, As He will
bear their iniquities.”(v. 11) The result of Jesus Christ's anguish
was the forgiveness of sin, which is justification or God's divine
satisfaction. Christ's suffering and death is more than sufficient.
The debt of sin was paid at the cross. Romans 3:23&24 say,
“for all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God, being
justified as a gift by His grace through the redemption which is
in Christ Jesus.” On the cross, Christ cried out, "It is finished!"”
(Jn. 19:30) Redemption was completed. All who believe are
justified by faith and have peace with God, “Therefore, having
been justified by faith, we have peace with God through our
Lord Jesus Christ.”(Rom. 5:1) Amen.

At the cross there is intercession, "Therefore, | will allot Him a
portion with the great, And He will divide the booty with the
strong; Because He poured out Himself to death, And was
numbered with the transgressors; Yet He Himself bore the sin
of many, And interceded for the transgressors.”(v. 12) He died
on the cross, but resurrected and ascended into heaven. He
cleared the way for us, and His desire is to have us follow Him
to God's kingdom. Right now, Jesus Christ is praying for you
and me from heaven. Romans 8:34 says, “Christ Jesus is He
who died, yes, rather who was raised, who is at the right hand
of God, who also intercedes for us.” Hebrews 7:25 also says,
“Therefore He is able also to save forever those who draw near
to God through Him, since He always lives to make intercession
for them." Jesus humbled Himself by becoming obedient to the
peoint of death, and God highly exalted Him, and bestowed on
Him the name which is above every name, “so that at the name
of Jesus every knee will bow, of those who are in heaven and
on earth and under the earth.”(Phil. 2:10) Only Jesus Christ can
intercede for sinners and establish a relationship with God.

My dear friends, Jesus Christ died for sinners. The debt is
paid. Not only that, but Christ is risen. He is able to save you
and me from eternal death. Right now, He intercedes and
represents us before the throne of God. He prays for us. His
cross paid the debt of sin and makes it possible for us to
become new creatures. His cross intercedes for everyone who
believes, so that we can go to the Kingdom of God. This is the
5th Sunday of Lent, please come back to Jesus Christ and
believe in Him with all your heart, so that your soul can have
eternal life. 4
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