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| Sermon for Next Week |

RUNTO JESUS

“MAnd they came to the other side of the sea, into the country of the Gerasenes.
“And when He had come out of the boat, immediately a man from the tombs with an unclean spirit met Him, «
“And seeing Jesus from a distance, he ran up and bowed down before Him”(Mark 5:1~6)

hen Jesus and His disciples came to the other side of the

sea, into the country of the Gerasenes, they landed in an
unpleasant area. The location was a remote shoreline that bordered
rocky cliffs filled with eaves that people used for tombs. In the
distance, a naked, dirty, and wild man began running towards them.
This weird person had often been bound with shackles and chains
by nearby townspeople because of his strange behavior. He
constantly screamed at the top of his lungs night and day among the
tombs and in the mountains. He would even cut himself with sharp
stones. Unfortunately, he tore his chains apart and broke his
shackles into pieces. He became so powerful that no one was
strong enough to subdue him. People avoided him like a plague
because he was too scary and dangerous to handle. He saw one
boat arrive, and there in the distance he saw one man come ashore
with His disciples. He ran towards the one man. Who was this man?
Jesus Christ,

Jesus came ashore to a place with tombs, chains and shackles,
and a crazy man. He came to a sinner's place, a place really far, far
from righteous God. Standing on this shore were two very different
persons. One man was demonic, filled with hatred, fear, and anger.
The other man was angelic, filled with love, peace, and joy. One man
was tainted, screaming, destroying, and hurting others. One man
was pure, redeeming, sympathizing and saving others. No one
wanted to visit this terrible place, but Jesus purposefully came
there.

The amazing thing is that this demon-possessed man recognized
Jesus Christ from afar. He ran towards Him shouting with a loud
voice, "What business do we have with each other, Jesus, Son of
the Most High God? | implore You by God, do not torment me " (v. 7)!
This crazy man recognized Jesus, He was a little aware of His love.
He knew deep inside that he had no hope, no future. Every day and
night, he cried out for help, but no one was able to assist him.
Everyone hated him, and tried to hurt or destroy him. He had no
right to ask Jesus even for one favor. He could only do one thing,
run to Jesus and kneel down before Him. He saw the opportunity to

talk with the Son of God and open his heart. There is an’

immeasurable distance between this demonic man and Jesus. The
space is so wide, like the difference between sin and holiness, but
Jesus has the power to close the gap. He came to visit the sinner's
place. What wonderful grace! The sinner’s privilege is that he can
see Jesus Christ. | know that any terrible person can see Jesus
Christ. God made His only Son human, so that humans could see
Him and find salvation. Jesus overcame the power of death. He

alone is able to overcome the power of the devil. He has the power .

to change sinners and save them from eternal destruction. He can
save you.

The crazy man, the sinner, made a wise decision. He ran up to
Jesus and bowed down to worship Him. This demonic man, who
was confused and under the devil's control, just ran to Jesus. Even
with his internal conflict between his own spirit and the devil's, he

ran to Jesus because he could not solve his problem on his own.
He knew he did not have the power to change his life. All he could
do was scream and vell, day and night, with no relief. He decided to
run to Jesus Christ and kneel down before Him to worship. This
poor sinner wanted some relation with Jesus Christ,

John the Baptist ran to Jesus, and he said, “| myself have seen,
and have testified that this is the Son of God"(Jn. 1:34). The devil is
the enemy of Jesus Christ. Hebrews 2:14 tells us, "Since then the
children share in flesh and blood, He Himself likewise also partook
of the same, so that through death He might render powerless him
who had the power of death, that is the devil.” Praise God! Jesus’
victory gives those who believe in Him victory. Come to Christ my
friends and be forgiven. In His arms He will give us all perfect rest in
heaven, one and all, only believe. You will receive salvation sure,
endless life. You will receive and be blessed evermore. Come to
Christ and you will know the gifts of grace, rich and free, joy and
thanks will overflow. Oh, how glad you will be. Come to Christ
before His throne, and stand robed in white in the bright and shining
home of eternal light. Do you know how much blessing and
wondermenit befall those who come to Jesus Christ? All we have to
do is run to Him, kneel down to Him, and worship Him. Have you
come to the place in your life where you finally understand that you
need Jesus?

Looking from the other side, do you know how much God loves
you? His love for you is so great. The story Jesus told about the
father whose son went off only to return destitute demonstrates
God's love for sinners. The scene where the son is returning home,
“So he got up and came to his father. But while he was still a long
way off, his father saw him and felt compassion for him, and ran and
embraced him and kissed him,” shows us just how much this
earthly father loved his son (Lk. 15:20). How much more do you
think our Father God cares for us? He is watching you, waiting for
you to return to Him. There is no greater love or mercy to be found
on this earth. The son thought his father might use him as a slave,
but as he saw his father run towards him, his stress and fears went
away. In his father's arms he found joy.

My dear friends, let us come back to the Lord, Let us join with His
joyfulness. Your heavenly Father, when you come back to Him, will
run up to you from the greatest of distances. Let's run to meet Him.
Let’s be free from the chains and shackles of the devil. In His
presence, we can proclaim the love of Jesus, the grace of God to all
people. Come back to Him, “For the heart of this people has
become dull, with their ears they scarcely hear, and they have
closed their eyes, otherwise they would see with their eyes, hear
with their ears, and understand with their heart and return, and |
would heal them”(Mt. 13:15). “For truly | say to you that many
prophets and righteous men desired to see what you see, and did
not see it, and to hear what you hear, and did not hear it”(Mt. 13:17).
Please, see Jesus and hear the Lord's voice. If you miss it, you will
miss life. If vou see Jesus. even at a distance run to worshio Him W
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