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| Sermon for Next Sunday |

RELIGIOUS INQUEST

@3 Now as they observed the confidence of Peter and John and understood that they were uneducated and
untrained men, they were amazed, and began to recognize them as having been with Jesus.
“And seeing the man who had been healed standing with them, they had nothing to say in reply.
: (Acts 4:13~14)

he top religious officials, men who dedicated their lives to study

Scripture and work for God, were troubled over Peter and John's
ministry. Acts 4:2 tells us that the priests, captain of the temple guard, and
the Sadducees came up to them "being greatly disturbed because they
were teaching the people and proclaiming in Jesus the resurrection from
the dead.” On their way into the temple, Peter and John encountered a
disabled man begging for alms. Peter said to the man, “| do not possess
silver and gold, but what | do have | give to you: In the name of Jesus
Christ the Nazarene-walk!"(Acts 3:6) When the man in his forties, “who
had been lame from his mother's womb"(Acts 3:2), walked into the temple
with Peter and John, the people of Israel were filled with wonder and
amazement, Peter and John took this opportunity to preach the gospel and
about five thousand men came to believe the message (v. 4), which is what
really perturbed the religious officials. Since it was already evening, the
religious officials” laid hands on them and put them in jail until the next
day."(v. 3)

“On the next day, their rulers and elders and scribes were gathered
together in Jerusalem; and Annas the high priest was there, and Caiaphas
and John and Alexander, and all who were of high-priestly descent.”(wv.
5~6) Everyone with religious significance was there to inquire about Peter
and John's healing of a sick man. They placed them in the center of their
gathering and asked them, "By what power, or in what name, have you
done this?“(v. 7) Peter, filed with the Holy Spirit, said to them, “let it be
known to all of you and to all the people of Israel, that by the name of
Jesus Christ the Nazarene, whom you crucified, whom God raised from the
dead—Dby this name this man stands here before you in good health. 'He is
the stone which was rejected by you, the builders, but which became the
chief corner stone. ‘And there is salvation in no one else; for there is no
other name under heaven that has been given among men by which we
must be saved."(vv. 10~12) In his answer to the high officials, Peter
actually placed them on trial, but the religious officials did not understand
and continued their inquest. What did the religious leaders find out?

The religious leaders discovered that Peter and John were unusually
daring. They observed their confidence.(v. 13) The religious leaders were
the men who had Jesus crucified. They hated Jesus and had the power to
persecute, imprison, and execute His followers. Standing firm for the
gospel seemed like folly in front of them. Even worse, converting five
thousand of their congregation members placed Peter and John in dire
jeopardy. Under these circumstances, the religious officials marveled at
their boldness. They were surprised by Peter and John's actions and could
not understand them. As a Christian, | know that you proclaim Jesus Christ
as your Savior inside this church, but | am wondering if you are brave on
the outside. Will you stand up for Jesus when things appear dark?

The religious leaders ascertained that Peter and John had not received
formal training. They knew them to be “uneducated and untrained men.”(v.
18} Some of the world's most powerful preachers were viewed as

unlearned. Their critics concluded that they were ignorant, which is why
they raised more and more questions. They could not understand how
these dumb men could be so dynamic. They could not understand how
these uneducated teachers could be so discerning. Jesus Christ picks-up
people from all walks of life. He touches the educated and the uneducated,
the demon possessed and the self-possessed, the skeptics and the
seekers. He changes all the disabled hearts that come to Him in faith.

The religious leaders finally recognized that Peter and John had been with
Jesus Christ.(v. 13) Their question was answered, “and seeing the man
who had been healed standing with them, they had nothing to say in
reply.”(v. 14) They knew God’s hand was with Peter and John. They knew
something divine had happened. Something went on that transcended
human ahility. These unprepared ones had become great preachers. These
untaught men had become effective teachers. There was cnly one
conclusion and that was that these men had been with Jesus. Even so, the
religious leaders still went against them. They confessed in private, "What
shall we do with these men? For the fact that a noteworthy miracle has
taken place through them is apparent to all who live in Jerusalem, and we
cannot deny it."(v. 16)

The Apostle Paul clearly addressed God's secret in his letter to the
Corinthians. He wrote, “For the word of the cross is foolishness to those
who are perishing, but to us who are being saved it is the power of God.
For it is written, ‘I will destroy the wisdom of the wise, and the cleverness
of the clever | will set aside.” Where is the wise man? Where is the scribe?
Where is the debater of this age? Has not God made foalish the wisdom of
the world? For since in the wisdom of God the world through its wisdom
did not come to know God, God was well-pleased through the foolishness
of the message preached to save those who believe. For indeed Jews ask
for signs and Greeks search for wisdom; but we preach Christ crucified, to
Jews a stumbling block and to Gentiles foolishness, but to those who are
the called, both Jews and Greeks, Christ the power of God and the wisdom
of God. Because the foolishness of God is wiser than men, and the
weakness of God is stranger than men. For consider your calling, brethren,
that there were not many wise according ta the flesh, not many mighty, not
many noble; but God has chosen the faolish things of the world to shame
the wise, and God has chosen the weak things of the world to shame the
things which are strong, and the base things of the world and the despised
God has chosen, the things that are not, so that He may nullify the things
that are, so that no man may boast before God. But by His doing you are in
Christ Jesus, who became to us wisdom from God, and righteousness and
sanctification, and redemption, so that, just as it is written, ‘Let him who
boasts, boast in the Lord.""{1 Cor. 1:18~31)

My dear friend, God often uses the uneducated and untrained for His
glory. He will use you and me if we surrender all to Him. Please do not look
at yourself and get depressed, but look to Jesus Christ and completely
submit yourself to His care. Amen. i
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