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| Sermon for Next Sunday |

DISREGARDING YOURSELF

“5Not that I have already obtained [it], or have already become perfect, but I press on in order that I may lay hold
of that for which also I was laid hold of by Christ Jesus.""'Brethren, I do not regard myself as having laid hold of [it]
vet; but one thing [l do]: forgetting +hat [lies] behind and reaching forward to what [lies] ahead, "I press on
toward the goal for the prize of the upward call of God in Christ Jesus.""'Let us therefore, as many as are perfect,
have this attitude; and if in anything you have a different attitude, God will reveal that also to you; ""however, let us
keep living by that same [standard] to which we have attained.” (Philippians 3:12-16)

ost people hold themselves in high regard. They desire
Mrecognition and respect for their endeavors. After Paul met
Jesus Christ, he never acknowledged his accomplishments. Instead,
he disregarded himself, and confessed his imperfections. Perfection
is a goal that believers do not reach until the end of their lives. Until
death, our mental competence and thought processes are actually
not too great. Scientists believe that even the best of human brains
only operate at ten percent capacity. As such, our present thinking is
not very deep, and our conclusions are even shallower. Our bodies
also lack perfection. Even though the world strives for perpetual
youth, human bodies are not ageless; they grow old. They suffer
from wear and tear, diseases, and eventually die out. Thankfully,
believers are filled with the fruit of righteousness, which comes
through Jesus Christ, to the glory and praise of God (see Phil. 1:11).
God designed this special fruit to grow and prosper, not wither and
die. Unfortunately, many Christians screw it up, “The worries of the
world, and the deceitfulness of riches, and the desires for other
things enter in and choke the word, and it becomes unfruitful” (Mk.
4:19). This happens because they regard themselves, rather than
disregarding themselves.

Every single human on the face of this world needs Jesus Christ in
order to bear righteous fruit. He is the only one who can guide you
through this life. You need to pray, "Teach me Your way, O Lord; | will
walk in Your truth; unite my heart to fear Your name”(Ps. 86:11).
Jesus warns all followers, "Remember Lot's wife”(Lk. 17:32). Lot's
wife waorried about her family, she wondered what was happening to
her house, animals, and other belongings. God told her not to turn
around, but she did. She thought her concerns were greater than
God's were. If you regard the pleasures of the world, your own
thoughts, or even the little, stupid things in life, you will end up
barren, fruitless, and without hope. Most Christians will agree that
Paul is a great Christian. He lived for Jesus Christ, and was prepared
to die for Him, “For to me, to live is Christ and to die is gain”(Phil.
1:21). Let us look at how he lived and regarded himself after Jesus
Christ saved him in Damascus.

Paul ran through life. He disregarded himself because he knew
there was no place for believers to rest, enjoy themselves, or find
comfort. The Bible says he pressed on, which means he had no
leisure time. If you, your family, or church is relaxed and happy, then
someene is regarding something. Philippians 3:14 says, “| press on
toward the goal for the prize of the upward call of God in Christ
Jesus.” The devil always tries to attack you. His main job is to
destroy you. As such, there is no place for you to relax. You have to
press on. You have to concentrate because you must fight the
ongoing battles in order to win the war. 1 Corinthians 9:26-27 says,
“Therefore | run in such a way, as not without aim; | box in such a
way, as not beating the air; but | beat my body and make it my slave,

so that, after | have preached to others, | myself will not be
disqualified.” No one can afford to waste time. You should never
squander the opportunities that allow you to equip the saints for the
work of service”(see Eph. 4:12).

Paul forgot his past. He said, "but one thing | do: forgetting what
lies behind and reaching forward to what lies ahead"(v. 13). Do you
know how many Christian preachers, scholars, and authors talk
about how they live and practice faith? Do you realize how many
believers advertise their faith? Their objective is to teach you about
the things they have done. They recognize, praise, and respect
themselves. Look at Paul; he never explained the gospel in terms of
what he had done. He always confessed his past sins, and that he
was a sinner. He did such great wonders for Jesus, but he never
explained about it. In Romans 7:19, Paul says, "For the good that |
want, | do not do, but | practice the very evil that | do not want.” He
admits his mistakes, and further says, “Not that we are adequate in
ourselves to consider anything as coming from ourselves, but our
adequacy is from God" (2 Cor. 3:5). Too many Christians think they do
a good job, not recognizing the Holy Spirit's work. Paul declared, "to
me, the very least of all saints, this grace was given, to preach to the
Gentile the unfathomable riches of Christ”(Eph. 3:8). Amen. Paul
took no credit for any of the work he did for God, instead, he forgot
about it because he disregarded himself.

Paul pressed “on toward the goal for the prize of the upward call of
God in Christ Jesus”(v. 14). He had aim and purpose because Jesus
Christ was his center. The Bible says, "For those whom He
foreknew, He also predestined to become conformed to the image
of His Son, so that He would be the firstborn among many
brethren"(Rm. 8:29). Please understand my friend that the mind set
on the flesh is death, but the mind set on the Spirit is life and peace
(see Rm. 8:6). Paul lived with his mind set on the Spirit. If you say
you are a Christian, then you should be living like one, for “the one
who says he abides in Him ought himself to walk in the same
manner as He walked"(1 Jn. 2:6). What Jesus did, we should do, and
more! 1 John 3:2 says, “Beloved, now we are children of God, and it
has not appeared as yet what we will be. We know that when He
appears, we will be like Him, because we will see Him just as He is.
Let us press on toward that day when we see Jesus Christ face to
face.

Itis my prayer that you disregard yourself, not counting your deeds.
| sincerely hope that every member of Choong Hyun denies himself
or herself, takes their cross, and follows Jesus all the way to heaven.
You have to walk in His ways, so that you can become like Him, who
is Perfect. Disregarding yourself is an important action that keeps
you running, makes you forget the past, and press on toward
heaven. i
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