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| sermon for Next Sunday |

THIS DAY IS A DAY OF GOOD NEWS5S

“Now there were four leprous men at the entrance of the gate; and they said to one another, “Why
do we sit here until we die? --- ""So they came and called to the gatekeepers of the city, and they
told them, saying, “We came to the camp of the Arameans, and behold, there was no one there, nor
the voice of man, only the horses tied and the donkeys tied, and the tents just as they were.” "’ The
gatekeepers called and told it within the king’s household. (2 Kings 7:3~11)

With a terrible famine striking their city and their enemies
surrounding them, four lepers sat outside the gates of
Samaria. They rightly reasoned that if they entered the city that
they would die, and also if they continued to sit outside the city that
they would die. So, they decided to get up and go over-to their
enemy's camp. If their enemy spared them, they might live; and if
they killed them, then they would die. Their decision to move
brought them wonderful blessings. Not only did they find their
enemy’s camp abandoned, but fully stocked with food, clothing, and
money. It was like heaven. They took their fill with the first tent,
and after they enjoyed the treasures of the second tent they felt
uneasy, like they were doing something wrong. This was a day of
good news, and they needed to share it. The people of Samaria
were starving, thinking that their enemy was about to destroy
them. The cost of food was outrageous (6:25), and the situation got
s0 bad that two woman ate one of their children with the promise
that the other woman would sacrifice her son the next
day.(6:28&29) Elisha, the prophet, told God's people, “Tomorrow
about this time a measure of fine flour will be sold for a shekel, and
two measures of barley for a shekel, in the gate of Samaria.”(7:1)
God'’s servant prophesized a blessing, but no one believed it. It was
hard for them to imagine having food a plenty that would cost very
little, when such severe poverty covered everything around them.
The lost, weak, poor, unholy, and hopeless lepers had one thing-
they still had life. They decided to get up and do something, and
what happened because of that? Elisha's prophecy of blessing
happened just as God said. Let's take a closer look at the lepers.
The lepers asked themselves, "Why do we sit here until we
die?"”(v. 3) Many Christians, when depressed and faced with
difficult circumstances, become paralyzed into inactivity. You cannot
do anything once you are dead, but before death, you have a
chance to do something. Doing nothing is dead wrong! People think
they are so smart and always talking but never acting. Not moving
is a terrible thing. I'm sure you have experienced someone telling
you to do this or that, but because you think you have all the
answers, you do not move. Please do not do that! There is a God,
and this God sends His servants to call people to come to Jesus so
that they can receive His blessings. The lepers needed to do
nothing else but to wait and die, and so it is with every sinner. You
do not need to commit one more sin to go to hell. Unbelief is a
state of death. If you are apart from God, death is waiting. Whether
you move or stay, you will face death without Jesus, “"He who
believes in Him is not judged; he who does not believe has been
judged already, because he has not believed in the name of the only
begotten Son of God."(Jn. 3:18) John 3:36 emphasizes, "He who
believes in the Son has eternal life; but he who does not obey the
Son will not see life, but the wrath of God abides on him.” The
lepers wisely analyzed their situation and concluded, "Why do we
sit here until we die?” God calls out, “Cast away from you all your

transgressions which you have committed and make yourselves a
new heart and a new spirit! For why will you die, O house of
Israel?”(Ezek. 18:31) God's cry to sinners is, "Why will you die?”
Hear God's cry; hear Jesus’ cry; and hear the Spirit's cry: “For the
wages of sin is death, but the free gift of God is eternal life in
Christ Jesus our Lord.”(Rem. 6:23) All you have to do is maove.

The lepers decided to go over to the camp. They reasoned, “If we
say, ‘We will enter the city, then the famine is in the city and we
will die there; and if we sit here, we die also. Now therefore come,
and let us go over to the camp of the Arameans. If they spare us,
we willl live; and if they kill us, we will but die."”(v. 4) They made a
good decision. Their ministry started, and yes, there was danger
invalved but they already were in danger of death. If they ventured
forth, they might live. They had only one chance and they took it.
They decided to take action. They decided to surrender and saved
their life. If we surrender to Jesus Christ, He saves our life. The risk
is yours, and the hope is eternal life. Jesus says, "I am the way,
and the truth, and the life; no one comes to the Father but through
Me."(Jn. 14:6) If we go to Jesus we have everything. Do you now
believe? If you believe, what happens? You will have peace and
eternal life. God promises eternal life, and there is hope because
the promise is from God. Do you believe it? All you have to do is
move in faith!

After taking the blessings, the lepers said to one another, “We are
not doing right. This day is a day of good news, but we are keeping
silent; if we wait until morning light, punishment will overtake us.
Now therefore come, let us go and tell the king’s household.”(v. 9)
In their awakening they realized what they were doing was wrong,
and they felt the need to share. They wanted their people to know
that the enemy was defeated and all their provisions left behind.
They found life, food, silver, gold, and everything needed for
survival. The lepers shared the good news and the city was saved.
Their actions not only saved themselves, but the whole city. Like
the lepers, Jesus suffered outside the city. He won the victory by
defeating Satan at the cross. Do you really believe in Jesus? Do you
really believe that He died on the cross for you? Do you believe that
Jesus is God? Do you believe that He has the power to give you
eternal life? If you do not move to Jesus you will surely die, but if
you do move, then you will have life. If you find this life, you need
to go and share it with others, so that they can be saved.

My dear friends, we are people of grace because God's grace is
upon us. We are His children. Millions of souls in this world are
starving and dying, and we need to go and share the good news
with them. In Jesus Christ, everything is there, food, shelter,
clothing, silver, gold, glory, and eternal life. The cross provides
everything! Salvation has been provided at the cross, so that
whoever trusts in Jesus can have eternal life. We do not do well if
we hold our peace to ourselves—that is shameful. Please get up
and go where Jesus leads you. 4
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