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| Sermon for Next Sunday |

DO NOT GO AFTER THINGS

“ e 80 the king consulted, and made two golden calves, and he said to them, “It is too much for you to go up to
Jerusalem; behold your gods, O Israel, that brought you up from the land of Egypt.” *’And he set one in Bethel,
and the other he put in Dan. - “""And he made houses on high places, and made priests from among all the people
who were not of the sons of Levi. "'And Jeroboam instituted a feast in the eighth month on the fifteenth day of the
month, like the feast which is in Judah, and he went up to the altar; thus he did in Bethel, sacrificing to the calves
which he had made. And he stationed in Bethel the priests of the high places which he had made-+ .”

(1 Kings 12:25-33)

oday’s Bible verses talk about Jeroboam. Jeroboam was one of two

kings that ruled God's divided kingdom after Solomon. When
Solomon died, God's people separated into two nations-Israel and
Judah. Jeroboam reigned over the ten tribes of Israel, while Sclomon's
son, Rehoboam, reigned over Judah. The history leading to Jeroboam's
kingship is important. You may recall that the first king of Israel, Saul,
sinned against God, so God gave His kingdom to David. He was only a
poor shepherd, not really experienced in people leadership, but God
qualified him. David and all his children fell into great troubles because
of Bathsheba, yet God put Bathsheba's son, Solomon, upon the throne.
God bestowed Solomon with the highest of human wisdom, and he
built the house of God in Jerusalem. Solomon was the wisest,
wealthiest, and most powerful king. He had God's blessing, but through
disobedience pursued other things. 1 Kings 11:1-10 tells us that he had
a thousand wives, many from foreign nations that God asked His people
not to be associated with. As he grew older, their influence turned his
heart away from God and toward other gods, like the detestable
Ashtoreth, Milcom, Chemaosh, and Molech. God appeared to Solomon
twice concerning this matter(11:9), but he did not listen. Therefore, God
tore the majority of His kingdom from Solomon's son, Rehoboam, and
gave it to his servant, Jeroboam.

Jeroboam, Solomon's servant, rebelled against Solomen (11:26), and
God promised him, through His prophet Ahijah, that He would make him
king over ten of Israel’s tribes. Soon after he became king, he said in his
heart, “Now the kingdom will return to the house of David"(v. 26). Here
was his first crucial mistake. He began listening to what his heart said,
and not what Ged said. The human heart always makes its own religion.
Jeroboam's foundational thinking was coming from his heart. If you look
at this world, you will see that there are really only two kinds of
religions. Their origins come from “I think” and “| will”, Whenever God
speaks, the proper response is “I will”, not "I think”. "I think” is not
from God. | think is human. "I will" is godly. Sadly, many people use
God's name while practicing “I think”. They decorate it and make it
appear reasonable. God declares, "For My thoughts are not your
thoughts, neither are your ways My ways"(Is. 55:8). Jeremiah 17:9
says, "The heart is more deceitful than all else and is desperately sick;
who can understand it?" Many of today's churches are making radical
changes hoping to attract younger generations. Their foundation for
transformation is largely coming from human hearts, not God's word.
Proverbs 16:26 clearly mentions, “There is a way which seems right to
aman, but its end is the way of death.”

Jeroboam began making changes among God's people based upon
what his heart thought was good. He placed two golden calves in
strategic regions, so that Israel no longer had to travel to Jerusalem to
worship. These changes were selfish. For he thought that if Israel went
to Jerusalem, as required, then their hearts might change and want to
reconcile with Judah, thus resulting in his death(v. 27). He did not want
Israel to return to their Lord, but rather to his Lord. Fear motivated his
heart. Whenever you start thinking, you begin to worry and become
afraid. That is why people make defenses for their personal honor and

welfare. The self is always the center of all godless religion. Christ is the
center of true religion. The pride of life lies at the root of all human
desire. 1 John 2:15-16 tells us, "Do not love the world nor the things in
the world. If anyone loves the world, the love of the Father is not in him.
For all that is in the world, the lust of the flesh and the lust of the eyes
and the boastful pride of life, is not from the Father, but from the
world." Thinking from the heart relates to the world, not God. Romans
10:3-4 reminds us, "For not knowing about God's righteousness and
seeking to establish their own, they did not subject themselves to the
righteousness of God. For God is the end of the law for righteousness
to everyone who believes.”

After Jeroboam changed the place of worship, he told God's people
that he did it for them. He lied to hide his fear. His changes were
contrary to the word of God, and he thought them beneficial to himself.
He told the people to worship by the calves because it was too far and
too much trouble for them to travel to Jerusalem. His lies made all the
people happy. They loved not having to go all the way to Jerusalem.
Their pride and the ease of comfort deceived them. Psalm 106:20 says,
“Thus they exchanged their glory for the image of an ox that cats
grass.” But this was not the only change Jeroboam made. He made
priests from among all the people, not the Levites who God charged to
carry forth His worship practices (v. 31). This pleased many, and so he
became popular and powerful. Therefore, he also changed the date of
the feast of Booths. God ordained it to be held on July 15, but the fruits
in his. region did not ripen until August 15. Again, this change made
sense and really pleased the people.

Altogether, Jeroboam made three worship changes. He knew the
culture, custom, and environment of the Israelites. He understood
people’s feelings. He sympathized with their economic and political
troubles. Thus, everybody was able to understand his changes and go
along with them. Today is the last Sunday of 2004. In our church there
are many who want to make changes in the style of worship and go the
easy way. They want to participate in worship, but not the hard way, like
the Bible. They reason that this is the 21st century, and God can
understand the need for change. Truthfully, it makes sense. Paul did it,
“| thought to myself that | had to do many things hostile to the name of
Jesus of Nazareth"(Acts 26:9). He thought it and did it, but 1 Corinthians
2:2 also tells us, “For | determined to know nothing among you except
Jesus Christ, and Him crucified.” Amen.

My dear friends, please honestly and humbly kneel down to the cross
and get rid of all your thoughts, and let your heart come back to the Son
of God who died for you. He asks you to repent because the Kingdom
of God is near. Whoever believes in Him will not perish but receive
eternal life. Please accept the grace and mercy of God, and do not go
after other things. Become a child of the Creator, not a child of humans.
Many people start-off listening to God, but end up thinking for
themselves and following their own thoughts, not God's thoughts.
Please deny your thoughts, so that you will not go after other things.
Ged bless you.
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