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GENTLENESS

| Sermon for Next Sunday |

gentleness, self-control; against such things

there is no law. (Galatians 5:23)

Gemleness is part of the fruit of the Holy Spirit. It is
produced from the softness, humbleness, and meekness
of our new nature in Christ Jesus. Most people think about
gentleness in terms of weakness or cowardice, but in reality it
is just the opposite. Gentleness requires discipline through
the efforts of the Holy Spirit. It is a strong character point.
When certain religious officials spit in Jesus' face, beat Him
with their fists, and slapped Him in His face, He did not
retaliate or say anything. His inner peace could not be shaken
by any condition or circumstance because His gentleness
toward sinners stemmed from His real love for souls.
Gentleness means having patience, being humble, and
submitting to God's will. With human effort this is extremely
difficult, and for long periods of time quite impossible, but
with the power of the Holy Spirit it is possible. There are
people you may know who are gentle because they are weak,
but the gentleness produced by the Holy Spirit is in Christians
who are strong.

As a Christian, you need to learn from Jesus how to practice
gentleness. When you truly and humbly accept the Word of
God, your pride disappears and your rebellious nature
collapses. Your harsh attitudes change into gentle manners.
Jesus said, “Take My yoke upon you and learn from Me, for |
am gentle and humble in heart, and you will find rest for your
souls.”(Mt. 11:29) Gentleness grows from the foundation of a
humble heart. When you reverently pray and read your Bible
there is so much power. Through the Bible you can really hear
God's voice and learn from Jesus. James 1:21 says,
"Therefore, putting aside all filthiness and all that remains of
wickedness, in humility receive the word implanted, which is
able to save your souls.” Gentleness cannot come through
your own effort; the human heart needs to be humble to the
Word of God. Jesus said, "Come to Me, all who are weary
and heavy-laden, and | will give you rest.”(Mt. 11:28) You have
to go to Jesus, and whatever He says, you need to say “Yes,
Lord!" In this way, gentleness can build up, “Brethren, even if
anyone is caught in any trespass, you who are spiritual,
restore such a ene in a spirit of gentleness; each one looking
to yourself, so that you too will not be tempted.”(Gal. 6:1) You
have to act properly when God calls you, “with all humility and
gentleness, with patience, showing tolerance for one another
in love, being diligent to preserve the unity of the Spirit in the
bond of peace.”(Eph. 4:2&3)

As a Christian, you need to be a gentle leader, "with

gentleness correcting those who are in opposition, if perhaps
God may grant them repentance leading to the knowledge of
the truth.”(2 Tim. 2:25) Quarreling only arouses the hostility of
sinners; whereas the purpose of gentle and patient correction
is remedial: to bring repentance; to acknowledge the truth;
and to release from Satan’s trap. Titus 3:2 reminds Christians,
“to malign no one, to be peaceable, gentle, showing every
consideration for all men.” Moses was a gentle and humble
leader. The Bible tells us, "Now the man Moses was very
humble, more than any man who was on the face of the
earth”(Num. 12:3). The biblical stories of Moses tell us what a
great and powerful leader he was. He never bent to evil. He
stood like a tower before King Pharaoh, and the Israelites. He
was not a tyrant, but a humble servant. He did not play the
world's political games because he always held God above
everyone and everything. His greatness and His gentleness
came from obeying the Word of God.

As a Christian, you need to look at and understand the
gentleness of the Lamb of God. When John the Baptist saw
Jesus, He said, “Behold, the Lamb of God who takes away
the sin of the world!"(Jn. 1:29) A lot of people today teach top
executives that they need to be rich, healthy, and successful
to be excellent leaders. Truly great leaders look to the meek,
soft, and humble Lamb of God to learn about leadership.
Jesus prayed, "My Father, if it is possible, let this cup pass
from Me; yet not as | will, but as You will." (Mt. 26:39) Jesus
did not turn to traditions or methods, but to God. Are you
always demanding your own way? Jesus is a perfect example
of gentleness. He did not resist crucifixion, but agreed to let
God's will be done. Lambs represent sacrifice. How about
you? Are you willing to sacrifice your way? Most of you do not
honestly or seriously pay attention to the Bible. You always
turn to your own experience and desire, not God's. Let me ask
you, do you have trouble getting along with others? Do you
get angry when things do not go your way? Ask the Holy Spirit
for gentleness. I'm pretty sure He will produce it in you.

My dear friend, a gentle and quiet spirit is precious in the
sight of God. (1 Pet. 3:4) Please practice gentleness, be a
gentle leader, and look to the Lamb of God for direction. Give
up your thinking, read your Bible, and only follow Jesus. He
will lead you to heaven. If you want real riches, health, and
success, then stop locking to the world and others for help,
and start paying serious attention to Jesus Christ, the gentle
and humble Lamb of God. 4
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