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| sermon for Next Sunday |

ESTHER'S LIFE

“Mordecai told him all that had happened to him, and the exact amount of money that Haman had promised to pay to the

king s treasuries for the destruction of the Jews. -

5 Then Esther told them to reply to Mordecai, " “Go, assemble all

the Jews who are found in Susa, and fast for me; do not eat or drink for three days, night or day. I and my maidens also
will fast in the same way. And thus 1 will go in to the king, which is not according to the law; and if I perish, I perish. ”
(Esther 4:7~16)

he Book of Esther is a precious story about a young Jewish woman

who sacrifices her well-being for the life of her people. After the
proclamation from King Ahasuerus had gone into all the provinces
concerning the destruction of the Jews on a certain date, the government,
its people and culture turned against the Jews with extreme hate. One
little woman’s life, who no one knew before her rise to becoming gqueen,
made a powerful difference. Her name was Esther, which means star, and
her pure and wonderful heart truly shined as bright as a star in the midst of
terrible darkness. This beautiful story is an actual historical event that took
place around 474 B.C. a time of recovery for God's people. They were
renewing their faith and love in the Lord and reviving their sacrifice and
worship to Him. Esther's story shows God's sovereignty over all events
and His blessings of victory to all His people.

Gad chooses all kinds of different leaders to accomplish His plan of
salvation. During the fulfillment of His promise to restore Israel to her land,
after their 70 years of captivity in Babylon, He used Persian kings as well
as Jewish leaders such as Zerubbabel, Joshua, Haggai, Zechariah, Ezra,
and Nehemiah. Among these men, there was only one Jewish woman
noted whorm God used, and her name was Esther. When you look at
Esther's life, you can see how wonderful a life it was.

God used Esther’'s own pure sacrifice for His kingdom. She was in a
very, very difficult situation when God called upon her to help His people.
A decree, designed by an evil man named Haman, and authorized by King
Ahasucrus, was sent out to kill all Jews. God's people were in great
danger. Mordecai, Esther's cousin, was a real believer. He prayed for God's
wisdom in this wicked and tricky persecution. He had raised Esther from
childhood because her parents had died. When the king began looking for
a new wife, Esther's character and beauty caught his attention, and she
became the Queen of Persia, God used her at that time. After becoming
queen, Mordecai came to her with the request for loyalty, love, and
sacrifice. She could have simply turned around, ignored the Jews, and
enjoyed her royal life, but God gave her a responsibility. God wanted to use
her to save His people.

The worst situation became a blessing situation. This blessing was not
just one of victory, but one of gloryl In the most dangerous of positions,
God gives believers encouragement. He always uses one of His own true
servants. Esther’s situation is not that different from today. So many
pastors, churches, and seminaries have such intense fighting, jealousy,
and hate. It seems that everyone is trying to destroy God's people. It is
hard to find real believers, but God is on the side of the real church. This
earth really needs real churches with character, like Esther. The church
needs to lead, direct, and help now because it is God's time, just as it was
Esther's time.

Esther viewed her situation’s strong and weak points. She told Modecai,
“Go, assemble all the Jews who are found in Susa, and fast for me; do not
eat or drink for three days, night or day. | and my maidens also will fast in
the same way"(v. 16). She depended on God for help, and dedicated
herself to receiving that help. God wants to use every single believer for
His work, and every single believer has strong points and weak points. Her
situation was very dangerous, “And thus | will go in to the king, which is
not according to the law; and if | perish, | perish”(v. 16). Her people’s
situation was dangerous, “Mordecai told him all that had happened to him,
and the exact amount of money that Haman had promised to pay to the
king's treasuries for the destruction of the Jews"(v. 7). This dangerous
time was also the best time. Right now, there are many people starving

and dying. It is a terrible situation. The voice of the Lord is calling out.
“Whom shall | send, and who will go for Us”(Is. 6:8). Isaiah responded,
“Here am |. Send me"(ls. 6:8)! God is now asking us for help. The sad
thing is that too many of us do not want to sacrifice our royal living. The
church and its believers have to listen to God's voice. God wants to use
your hands, feet, and mind. The world needs to hear the Gospel. We need
Esther’s faith to say, “if | perish, | perish.”

Now is the time when God's glorious power is in full force because of
the danger. We should not be discouraged, “Jesus Christ is the same
yesterday and today, and forever”(Heb. 13:8). This is miracle time, God's
powerful time. This is the time for excitement and action, “Now to Him
who is able to for more abundantly beyond all that we ask or think,
according to the power that works within us”(Eph. 3:20). In your
weakness, God's power bursts forth. God says, “Call to Me, and | will
answer you, and | will tell you great and mighty things, which you do not
know"(Jer. 33:8). Why be depressed when such wonderment is yours?
There is not much time. The harvest is ready now, and only seconds left to
do the work. God will give you His Holy Spirit, "It will come about after this
that | will pour out My Spirit on all mankind; and your sons and daughters
will prophesy, your old men will dream dreams, your young men will see
visions"({Joel 2:28). God is doing exactly this right now. The Spirit is here
and Jesus is ready to get involved in every single little thing you do.

My dear friend, the time is short, not long, for God to use you. You have
to act now. Haman is ready to kill, “Have a gallows fifty cubits high made
and in the morning ask the king to have Mordecai hanged on it"(Esther
5:14). Please do not delay, for the devil has already planned for tomorrow
morning, and Jesus' return is rapidly approaching, “He who testifies to
these things says, 'Yes, | am coming quickly.” Amen. Come. Lord
Jesus"(Rev. 22:20). John 9:4 says, “We must work the works of Him who
sent Me as long as it is day; night is coming when no one can work.” The
time is short, but it is also the best of times. You have the greatest
opportunity now. If you delay, you will regret it forever.

Jesus asks His disciples, “Go therefore and make disciples of all the
nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and the Sen and the
Holy Spirit, teaching them to observe all that | commanded you; and lo, |
am with you always, even to the end of the age” (Mt. 28:19&20). Have you
done mission work? God gives you all kinds of opportunities, but you keep
working on your own stuff. When He asks you to follow His command,
you always refuse because you are caught up in the world. Listen to
Jesus' last words to His disciples, “but you will receive power when the
Holy Spirit has come upon you; and you shall be My witnesses both in
Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and even to the remotest part of
the earth”{Acts 1:8). Are you His witness? Jesus said, “Behold, | have
given you authority to tread on serpents and scorpions, and over all the
power of the enemy, and nothing will injure you"(Lk. 10:19). Look how
much God gives to you! How can you possibly place other things above
what He asks of you?

Mordecai told Esther, “For if you remain silent at this time, relief and
deliverance will arise for the Jews from another place and you and your
father's house will perish. And who knows whether you have not attained
royalty for such a time as this”(v. 14)? As a Christian, if you remain silent at
this _time, relief and deliverance will arise for God's people from another
place, and God's judgment will fall upon you. You have attained royalty for
such a time as this! Esther had a wonderful life, and | hope your life will be
wonderful too. Amen. i
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