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In today’s message Jesus affirms

that the Jews are a chosen people,
“I know that you are Abraham’s
descendants”. He also defines what
that means by implying that if the
people in front of Him are really
abraham’s descendants then they
should expect Him, but Jesus tells
them, “yet you seek to kill Me".
Why? The reason Jesus gives them
is “because My word has no place
in you”. Indeed, where the Word of
Jesus should immediately be
received, it is often rejected. The
Jews were Abraham’s seed, but
they didn’t have Abraham’s faith.
Jesus knows where His Word is
received and where it has no place.
He declares that all else is of no
help! It was in vain that they were
of the favored race if they did not
admit the Savior’s Word into their
hearts. The practical result appeared
in their lives—they sought to kill
Jesus.

What place should the Word have

in people’s heart? The Word
comes from Jesus, the appointed
messenger of God. It is true and
saving! As such, it must have first
place among those who hear it. On
the inside, it should obtain and
retain our thoughts, memory,
conscience, and affections, “Your
word I have treasured in my heart,
That I may not sin against You™ (Ps.
119:11). Listen to how Jeremiah
puts it. “Your words were found and
I ate them, And Your words became
for me a joy and the delight of my
heart; For I have been called by
Your name, O Lord God of hosts™
(Jer. 15:16). And Paul tenderly
states, “Let the word of Christ richly
dwell within you, with all wisdom
teaching and admonishing one
another with psalms and hymns and
spiritual songs, singing with
thankfulness in your hearts to God™
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(John 8:37)

because you have no room for my word.

Your words were found and I ate them,

And Your words became for me a joy

and the delight of my heart;

For I have been called by Your name,
O Lord God of hosts

Open wide the door, and invite it to enter,
It is the Word of the Lord Jesus, your Savior.
It means your highest good and will greatly bless you.

(Col. 3:16).

The Word should obtain and

retain a place of honor. It should
receive reverence, faith, and
obedience. “He who is of God hears
the words of God: for this reason
you do not hear them. because you
are not of God” (Jn. 8:47). Even
Jesus reminds us, *“Why do you call
Me, ‘Lord, Lord." and do not do
what I say? (Lk. 6:46). Think about
it. lesus also says, “Therefore
everyone who hears these words of
Mine and acts on them, may be
compared to a wise man who built
his house on the rock. And the rain
fell, and the floods came, and the
winds blew and slammed against
that house: and yet it did not fall, for
it had been founded on the rock™
(Mt. 7:24-25). Amen!

The Word should also obtain and

retain a place of trust. We should
in all things rely upon the sure
Word of promise. God cannot lie or
change (see 1 Sam. 15:29; Tit. 1:2).
If you will not be sure, you cannot
be secure (see Isa. 7:9). And 00, the
Word should obtain and retain a
place of rule, a place of love, and a

permanent place. The Word of Jesus
is the law of all Christians. Your
rule will always fail, but His rule
will always succeed. It should be
prized above our daily food and
defended with our lives (see Jude
1:3). It must transform us, so as to
abide in us forever.

Why does the Word have no place

in many people? Most people are
too busy. There’s no room for Jesus
in their lives. They’re too occupied
with material things to be saved!
For some people it doesn’t come as
a novelty, therefore they refuse it.
They're tired or bored with the old,
old story. Are you wearied of bread,
air, water, or life? For others,
something else occupies the place
the Word of Jesus should have.
They prefer the word of men,
superstition, or skepticism. Tell me,
do you think this is a wise
preference? And still others think
Christ's work is too holy and too
spiritual. This fact should startle
them for it- condemns them!
Surprisingly, some people view the
Word as a cold comfort, and
therefore give it no place. This
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‘Does the Word have a place in you?

I know you are Abraham’s descendants. Yet you are ready to kill me, w

reveals their depraved nature
because the saints rejoice in it!
Moreover, many people today have
no place for the Word because they
are too wise, too cultured, and too
educated to yield themselves to the
government of Jesus. “How can you
believe, when you receive glory
from one another and you do not
seek the glory that is from the one
and only God” (Jn. 5:44)? These
poor people profess to be wise, but
they are fools (see Rom. 1:22). Let
me ask you, is the reason of your
rejection of the Word any of the
above? Are you fond of sin? Are
you greedy of evil gain? Are you
not in earnest? Do you need a
change of heart?
What will come of the Word of
Christ having no place in you?
First, realize that every past
rejection of that Word has involved
you in sin. Understand that the
Word may stop asking vou for a
place. You may yourself become a
violent enemy of that Word, like the
Jews in today’s message. More
importantly, the Word will condemn
you at the last great day, “He who
rejects Me and does not receive My
sayings, has one who judges him;
the word I spoke is what will judge
him at the last day™ (Jn. 12:48).
Let’s reason for a moment. Why
do you not give place to the
Word? All that is asked of you is to
give it place! It will bring with it all
that you need. Open wide the door,
and invite it to enter. It is the Word
of the Lord Jesus, your Savior. It
means your highest good and will
greatly bless you. My dear, dear
Choong Hyun congregation, I pray
that you have not only given the
word place in your lives, but that
you have given it first place. I hope
the Word of Life is in you eternally.
Amen .4
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