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|| Sermon for Next Sunday |

FEAR AND FAITH

“. (30)But seeing the wind, he became afraid, and beginning to sink, he cried out, saying,
“Lord, save me!” (31)And immediately Jesus stretched out His hand and took hold of him,
and said to him, “O you of little faith, why did you doubt?” (32)And when they got into the boa,
the wind stopped. (33)And those who were in the boat worshiped Him, saying,

“You are certainly God’s Son!” (Matthew 14:22-33)

fter Jesus fed the large crowd, "Immediately He made the

disciples get into the boat and go ahead of Him to the other side,
while He sent the crowds away" (v. 22). His decision was spiritual, not
political. At the time, His name was well known; even Herod the
tetrarch heard of him and recognized His spiritual side by
acknowledging His miraculous powers(Mt. 14:1-2). This evil king had
recently killed John the Baptist and thought Jesus was he
reincarnated. John the Baptist was God's special messenger, sent to
prepare the way of the Lord as prophesied in God's Word(Mk. 1:2-5).
All the country of Judea and all the people of Jerusalem, soldiers,
farmers, Pharisees, merchants, everybody came to him for the
baptism of repentance for the forgiveness of sins. He told them all,
"After me One is coming who is mightier than |, and | am not fit to
stoop down and untie the thong of His sandals. | baptized you with
water; but He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit"(Mk. 1:7-8). He
preached about the coming Messiah, Jesus Christ. The people
believed John; they believed the word of God, but their belief
centered on a political Messiah, not a spiritual one.

When God's holy sent messenger died by the order of a sinful king,
over the silly request of a dancing girl, the people of God became
confused, depressed, and scared. They came to Jesus, and He “felt
compassion for them and healed their sick”(Mt. 14:14). His ministry
did not change. He did not take political action against Herod, but
continued to preach the Gospel. He astonishingly fed the large
gathering, five thousand men (besides wormen and children), with five
loaves of bread and two fish. Perceiving the crowd wanted to take
Him by force to make Him king (Jn. 6:15), he made His disciples get
in the boat and go. The crowds did not have real faith, and without
real faith people always make bad decisions and act out of fear. Jesus
protected His disciples and sent the crowds away.

Jesus' disciples had already spent two years with Him. They saw
and experienced so many miracles, and even proclaimed the gospel
message to others. This night they listened and obeyed Him by
getting into the boat. As the boat traveled across the water, the wind
and the waves became turbulent. They tried to control things with the
oars, but to no avail. The water became angrier, and all joyous
thoughts quickly disappeared. The situation was critical, and death
seemed inescapable. Fear consumed their hearts just as Jesus
showed up walking on the water toward their boat. In ancient times,
people believed that the devil lived in water, like a dragon or
something. When Jesus appreached the boat, the disciples thought it
was a ghost because that was their belief system. They saw Jesus,
but confessed He was a ghost because they did not have real faith.
They exhibited fear not faith. They screamed, giving up their life to the
devil ghost, which is what happens to anyone depending on an
earthly Messiah.

Jesus immediately calmed the disciples down, telling them,
"Take courage, it is |; do not be afraid”(v. 27). Peter called out to
Jesus, "Lord, if it is You, command me to come to You on the
water”(v. 28). Peter was not so sure it was Jesus. He still had fear.
He wanted to test the Son of God, just as Satan tested Jesus. Satan's
question was, "If You are the Son of God, command that these
stones become bread”(Mt. 4:3). He also asked, “If you are the Son of
God, throw Yourself down; for it is written, 'He will command His
angels concerning You; and on their hands they will bear You up, so
that you will not strike Your foot against a stone"(Mt. 4:6). Just like
Satan, Peter cleverly tried to compare earthly things to heavenly
things. Soon after this incident, Jesus told Peter, “Get behind Me,
Satan! You are a stumbling block to Me; for you are not setting your
mind on God's interests, but man's"(Mt. 16:23). Satan, not Jesus,
controlled Peter's faith.

Jesus told Peter, “You of little faith, why did you doubt”(v. 31)7 |
want to ask you now, where is your faith? Do you really believe in
Jesus? Do you really believe in the Word of God? When you read
your Bible, do you suppose that the parting of the Red Sea, manna
falling from heaven, and Lazarus rising from the dead are real
historical facts? Do you honestly reason that little David killed the
giant Goliath, or that Mary was a virgin when she conceived Jesus?
Do you think Jesus actually died for your sin because you are a
terrible sinner? Do you sincerely imagine that asking for earthly things
is by your faith? Come on! You need to focus on Jesus Christ alone.
He is the One who can give you eternal life. He is the One who can
cleanse your sin. He is the only answer, the only Savior, the only
Shepherd who can save you. The devil does not just thrive in water,
he flourishes in fear. He loves jealousy, which comes from a loss of
love, greediness, which comes from insecurity, and lying, which
comes from fear of punishment. Jesus wants to relieve you of all fear,
if only you will believe.

My dear friend, all people experience sad, frightening, and
sometimes horrific moments. It makes no difference whether you are
a theologian, pastor, or layperson, or even if you believe in the Bible
and pray, you will face times of nervousness, depression, and fear.
Christians have a way to overcome these emotions. It is the way of
faith. As you look and wait for the hope of the future, fear will come:
Therefore, you have to remember that heaven and earth may pass
away, but Jesus will never change. Faith in Jesus Christ makes all
things possible. He asks you to believe in Him. Do you believe? If so,
where is your faith? Faith defeats fear; it conquers all things. Have
you ever wondered why children love to play with toy telephones? |
think it is because they do not like being alone. Jesus promised, “| am
with you always, even to the end of the age”(Mt. 28:20). He is the
One you need to trust. Amen. i
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