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rl"oday's Bible verse is part of
Stephen’s last sermon, the

under

sermon he preached
persecution and that caused his
death. It is a powerful sermon of
God's truth given by a spirit filled
man about to die! In the middle of
this great message, Stephen talks
about the story of Joseph. Actually,
when we read Joseph’s story in the
Old Testament we can also easily
read-in the story of Jesus. Do you
remember how Joseph opened the
storehouse in Egypt to save the
people of the earth in like manner to
how Jesus opened all of heaven to
save the people of the world? Well,
the second visit of Joseph's brothers
also has treasure for us to discover.
Whereas
Joseph’s
importance, let us also consider it in
comparison with Jesus Christ.
Before we can grasp the full

considered
of notable

Stephen
story

impact of the second visit, we need
to back track a little and understand
what was going on during the first
visit. At the first visit Joseph’s ten
brothers were scared in his presence
because they didn’t know Joseph
was their brother. They only saw
him as one of the most powerful
men in the world. Their fear of
Joseph can be likened to how some
of us first approach Jesus. Just as
they came before Joseph and didn’t
recognize him, so many brothers
come to church and don’t see Jesus.
‘When Joseph's brothers first came to
him they didn’t have peace. They
weren’t looking for their brother;
they were only after the human
comfort of grain. They returned
home in fear. In our Christian lives.
haven’t we looked to Jesus only for
temporal blessings? Haven't we
experienced fear and apprehension?
Joseph; the second in command of
all Egypt, asked his brothers to
return to him. He gave them hope.

Ty

Sermon for next week

SECOND VISIT

(Acts 7:13)

“On the second visit Joseph made himself known to his brothers,

and Joseph'’s family was disclosed to Pharaoh™

They could go and come back again.
If they came back. they would find a
great blessing, their own brother. So,
too, we can return to Jesus and find
God's secret, the spiritual food our
souls require.

Joseph’s brothers didn’t know
him. They didn’t recognize their
own brother. Do you really know
Jesus Christ? Is He really your
brother? Jesus is the Son of God,
and all who know Him become
children of God. He has mighty
power, immeasurable love, mercy,
and grace. Do you know Him as
ruler of heaven and earth? When we
come to Jesus as Christians, there is
suffering, “Indeed, all who desire to
live godly in Christ Jesus will be
persecuted” (2 Tim. 3:12). Joseph
experienced this suffering. Actually,
he lived his life by practicing his
faith. His brothers hated him and
sold him into slavery. His own
brothers were his enemies, “and a
man's enemies will be the members
of his household” (Mt. 10:36). But
in Joseph, God was with him. He
was humble in spirit and God made
him the biggest and greatest of men.
His brothers couldn’t figure it out;
they never thought about it.

Jesus was humble, “who,
although He existed in the form of
God, did not regard equality with
God a thing to be grasped, but
emptied Himself, taking the form of
a bond-servant, and being made in
the likeness of men. Being found in
appearance as a man. He humbled
Himself by becoming obedient to
the point of death, even death on a
cross. Therefore also God highly
exalted Him. and bestowed on Him
the name which is above every
name, so that at the name of Jesus
every knee will bow, of those who
are in heaven and on earth and under
the earth, and that every tongue will
confess that Jesus Christ 1s Lord, to

the glory of God the Father” (Phil.
2:6-11). Jesus is the greatest of all!
He truly humbled Himsell and
became our servant. He gave His
life, His love. but people ignored
Him. People still don’t know Him.
People sull cannot figure it out; they
can’t measure His love.

Why didn’t Joseph's brothers
recognize Him on their first visit?
First, Joseph didn’t let them know.
and also they weren’t looking for
him. They were only looking for
corn. Are you really looking for
Or are you only looking for
physical comfort? Are you really
looking for salvation? How come

Jes

you don’t know your own Brother?
Joseph’s brothers didn’t have any
guilty feelings. They had no desire
to repent. During the first visit,
Joseph’s brothers were not sincere.
They didn’t bring everything to
Joseph, they had left Benjamin
behind. Joseph pointed this out to
them, but they didn’t repent. Jesus
said, “You shall love the Lord your
God with all your heart, and with all
your soul, and with all your mind”
(ML 22:37).

At the second visit, Joseph let his
brothers know that he was their
brother. His brothers were really
scared in accepting his love. They
didn’t know what he would do to
them. Actually, we find ourselves in
a similar situation with Jesus. We
don’t know what Jesus is going to
do with us. Joseph’s brothers
honored him of his
authority, title, and wealth. They
never thought about the fact that he

because

was their own brother. Their mind
had totally different thoughts.

Still, there is wonderful hope in
the second visit. Joseph's brothers
didn™t want a second visit with him.
They were scared of Joseph. They
also had to bring their youngest
brother, Benjamin, back with them.

6103

This was a difficult task because
their father, Jacob, held on to
Benjamin with his heart. But they
didn’t have a choice. There was
grain only in Egypt, and only Joseph
had charge to disburse it. They had
1o go back, whether they received a -
reward or a punishment, they had to
go, and they had to bring Benjamin.
They had delayed long enough, any
longer and they would perish. At the
second visit, Joseph's brothers found
the most wonderful, wonderful
things. And because of their
discovery, Joseph's whole family
received God’s bountiful blessings.
The second visit was worth the trip.

My dear friends. it you haven't
found Jesus to be your Savior, you
will die. You need to go to Him with
your whole heart, like Joseph’s
brothers returned with Benjamin,
and He will reveal Himself to you.
There is salvation only in Jesus
Christ. He is the only One who can
give life eternal. Don’t linger. Joseph
waited for His brothers. He missed
them. When they returned the
second time wonderful things
happened. Jesus said, “Come to Me”
Joseph said, “Come near and touch
me”. Joseph made his brothers
comfortable. He showed himself to
them and blessed them. He gave
them comfort and joy, so much that
Joseph’s whole family could have
peace. All of Egypt heard of
Joseph's story and rejoiced. My
friends, Jesus gives everlasting
peace. All of heaven rejoices over
the salvation of one soul! Come
back 1o Jesus, come back to your
Savior right now. You're late but the
second time is wonderful. You will
find the greatest hope and love. This
2001, please in this year come back
sincerely to Jesus Christ. #
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