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| Sermon for Next Sunday |

JESUS HEART ON PALM SUNDAY

“"When He approached Jerusalem, He saw the city and wept over it, “’saying, “If you had known in this day, even you,
the things which make for peace! But now they have been hidden from your eyes. " “For the days will come upon you
when your enemies will throw up a barricade against you, and surround you and hem you in on every side, “’and they
will level you to the ground and your children within you, and they will not leave in you one stone upon another, because
you did not recognize the time of your visitation.” (Luke 19:41~44)

hen the time of the cross drew near, Jesus headed up toward

Jerusalem. He traveled first through Jericho, where He healed a
blind beggar and brought salvation to Zaccheus. All the people were
happy and praising God. As He approached Bethphage and Bethany,
near the mount that is called Olivet, He sent two of His disciples ahead
of Him to prepare for His triumphal entry. They brought Him a donkey
colt, placed their coats on it, and began praising God joyfully with a loud
voice saying, “Blessed is the King who comes in the name of the Lord;
peace in heaven and glory in the highest!"(Lk. 19:38) The crowds of
people were excited and started laying palm branches on the road in
front of Jesus, which is where the word 'Paim’ of Palm Sunday comes
from. They sang ‘Hosanna' while Jesus wept. During His descent from
the Mount of Olives into Jerusalem, Jesus had a full view of the city,
and when His eyes beheld it, they shed tears. {v. 41) Everyone was
happy and celebrating, but Jesus was sad and heartbroken.

God's people should have known the Messiah was going to come to
Jerusalem, "So you are to know and discern that from the issuing of a
decree to restore and rebuild Jerusalem until Messiah...." (Dan. 9:25)
The Jewish leaders should have been clued in when the crowds started
praising Jesus at His triumphal entry, “Blessed is the one who comes in
the name of the Lord."(Ps. 118:26) All the prophecies, spoken 500
years before, were coming to fruition. Jesus' triumphal entrance into
Jerusalem occurred on a Sunday, what we now term as Palm Sunday,
which was five days before Passover. The city was filled with God's
people from all over the world who had come to observe this holy
commencement. The Old Testament prophesized His coming, and the
people were all there, but Jesus did not smile at them. Instead, He
wept over them. Some of the Pharisees even rebuked His disciples for
their loud praises, but Jesus told them, “I tell you, if these become
silent, the stones will cry out!” (Lk. 19:40) What does all this mean?
Why would Jesus cry when so many were singing praises to Him?

Jesus sees beyond the outward appearances of happiness and joy.
When He saw Jerusalem, He cried, even though everyone was carrying
on in excitement. He sees beyond the obvious and superficial.
Externally, Jerusalem looked beautiful. There was a large turn out,
people were joyfully preparing for the important religious ceremony, and
many of them were laying palms at His feet singing to Him. Behind this
outward beauty, what Jesus saw made Him weep. Many were happy to
see Him, but when Jesus saw them, He saw the ruin and destruction
inside. Will what He sees in your life make Him weep too? Jesus
grieves over what He sees in your life. Every soul sitting here in this
congregation, right now Jesus is crying. He is lamenting, but all of you
are happy. Everybody is looking for earthly joy and many of you are
excited about the upcoming Easter holy day, but no one is seeing the
real picture, "l know where you dwell, where Satan's throne is.”(Rev.
2:13) Jesus knows. He wept over Jerusalem because He saw beyond
their world in their life. He sees through your facades which try to hide
in world sin. Yes, He sees through your smiles and laughter that hide
inward tears. Jesus always sees the truth.

Jesus cares about your pain. Even though Jerusalem was smiling and
laughing, He wept over them because He loved them. His primary

concern is your sin. Every act of disobedience brings pain, for all sin has
negative consequences. Since the Garden of Eden, all are headed
toward death. As Jesus cried, He said, “If you had known in this day,
even you, the things which make for peace! But now they have been
hidden from your eyes.” (v. 42) Do you think you can avoid or hide sin?
Do you really believe you can have victory over sin through your own
efforts? Do you assume that by reading a book or following a prescribed
method that you can enter the kingdom of Ged? Do you imagine that
you can travel to heaven by yourself? All these ideas are garbage, and in
the end will just give you pain. How much did Jesus know this truth
when He looked at Jerusalem! My friend, Jesus is God's only answer to
sin. Jesus is God's love for this world. Through Jesus your pain ends
and your joy, and | am talking about abundant joy, begins!

Jesus brings peace. Zechariah 9:9 says, “Rejoice greatly, O daughter
of Zion! Shout in triumph, O daughter of Jerusalem! Behold, your king
is coming to you; He is just and endowed with salvation, Humble, and
mounted on a donkey, Even on a colt, the foal of a donkey.” Jesus
came into Jerusalem with peace, but they lost it. Jerusalem means city
of peace, but its name was fake, for it was filled with hypocrites and the
devil and was ultimately destroyed in A.D.70. Its people sang
“Hosanna, forever and forever” to Jesus, but four days later sang a
different tune, “Crucify Him, Crucify Him". They respected only human
authority and fame, and even tried to bury the real Messiah in their land.
There are people in this church smiling and praising God on the outside,
but inside they have kicked out the blessing from God. They are more
interested in material wealth, respect, and comfort. Jerusalem is
supposed 1o be a city of peace, and peace is a beautiful word, but in
reality it is a city of war, enemies, and curses. | have wept over this
church for almost ten years. | brought the gospel, which is the good
message from heaven, a most beautiful and eternal message, but you
ignore, rebuke, and reject it. God brings the peace, but you keep looking
for earthly happiness and worldly fame. Even though you use Jesus’
name at church and sing “Hosanna” to Him, right now, at this moment,
He is looking at you and He is weeping. Whose will do you live under?
Do you want to keep achieving your own will instead of denying it?

My dear friend, do you really miss and long for your eternal heme in
Jerusalem? Where is your will? Are you singing “Hosanna” while Jesus
weeps? | want you to weep. | want you to repent. | want you to ask for
God's peace by praying right now, “Oh Jesus, bring your peace into my
heart.” He is riding on a donkey, coming to you, and | hope that He is not
crying. When He looks at you, | want Him to be happy, and to call out
your name like | want Him to call me, “Oh my dear Sung Kwan Kim,
come to me, | am your Messiah.” Don’t laugh at your own will and fame,
just cry out to Jesus, “l took my cross, | came to you, | kneel down to
you, | call you my Lord, my Savior, please forgive me and make me Your
own because | want to go to the real Jerusalem and be with you forever.”
Jesus is calling you to surrender. He is really crying, “Lord, forgive them
for they do not know what they are doing.” This was His prayer on the
cross, do you hear it? Right now, at this moment, our church is like the
city of Jerusalem. We are the body of Christ, and | want Jesus to be
happy for you and for me. Instead of Him crying, let us cry. Amen. {
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