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| Sermon for Next Sunday ||

PENTECOST

But Peter, taking his stand with the eleven, raised his voice

and declared to them: “Men of Judea, and all you who live in Jerusalem,

let this be known to you, and give heed to my words.” (Acts 2:14)

riginally, Pentecost was the culmination of the Old Testament

Feast of Weeks. The Israelites celebrated it fifty days after the
festival of First Fruits, which took place in conjunction with the Feast
of Unleavened Bread at Passover (Lev. 23). Passover commemorated
the Lord's sparing of the Israelites on the night He struck down the
Egyptians, and the Feast of Unleavened Bread signified the haste of
their preparation to depart. First Fruits marked the beginning of the
grain harvest, and signified Israel's gratitude to and dependence on
God. Feast of Weeks was the great celebration of thanksgiving for the
end of the grain harvest, and it focused on the blessings and benefits
of God fulfilling His promises. God established these special times
with Israel to help them remember the importance of trusting Him.
The sequence from Passover to Pentecost is very meaningful from the
New Testament perspective. Jesus’ crucifixion at Passover, similarly,
was the sacrifice for the deliverance of His people, and His death
immediately cleansed and changed our sinful position, His resurrection
was the first fruits of all those asleep, and the subsequent pouring out
of the Holy Spirit on Pentecost was the fulfillment of what His sacrifice
had promised. Today we celebrate Pentecost as the anniversary of the
coming of the Holy Spirit and the formation of the Christian Church,
recognizing that our Christian faith is deeply rooted in these Old
Testament festivals.

When the Holy Spirit came on Pentecost, Peter stood amongst his
brethren and said, “Men of Judea and all you who live in Jerusalem,
let this be known to you and give heed to my words” (Acts. 2:14). He
preached a powerful sermon to those who were witnessing its
effects, His preaching of Pentecost explained the new things that God
was now doing.

The coming of the Holy Spirit brought new power from heaven,
“And suddenly there came from heaven a noise like a violent rushing
wind, and it filled the whole house where they were sitting. And there
appeared to them tongues as of fire distributing themselves, and they
rested on each one of them. And they were all filled with the Holy
Spirit and began to speak with other tongues, as the Spirit was giving
them utterance”(Acts. 2:2-4). Jesus’ disciples and followers had
prayed and waited for the promised Spirit. The loud noise of His
coming attracted a crowd. The devout men from every nation under
heaven that had gathered in Jerusalem to celebrate Pentecost wanted
to know what was happening because they were each hearing God's
Word in their own language (Acts. 2:5-8). They were witnessing the
new power from heaven, but did not know it.

The coming of the Holy Spirit brought a powerful new message from
heaven to earth. Peter reminded his hearers that, knowing Joel's
prophecy (Acts. 2:16-21), they should have recognized what they were
seeing as a work of the Spirit, and not a result of drunkenness (Acts.
2:15). The new message sent by the Father through the work of the
Holy Spirit was to focus on the Son of God. Peter rebuked the Jews

for crucifying and killing Jesus (v. 23), and told them that "God raised
Him up again, putting an end to the agony cf death, since it was
impossible for Him to be held in its power” (v. 24). He recited the
prophecy of the Resurrection (vv. 23-31), quoting Psalm 16:8-11. Since
David was speaking of the Messiah (v. 31) and since Jesus was raised
from the dead (v. 32), Peter continued, Jesus must be the Messiah (v.
36). He told them, “And it shall be that everyone who calls on the
name of the Lord will be saved” (v. 21). He specifically clarified, "And
there is salvation in no one else, for there is no other name under
heaven that has been given among men by which we must be saved”
(Acts. 4:12).

The coming of the Holy Spirit created a new community. After Peter
exhorted and edified the crowd, “they were pierced to the heart, and
said to Peter and the rest of the apostles, ‘Brethren, what shall we do”
(v. 37)? Peter said to them, “Repent, and each of you be baptized in
the name of Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of your sins; and you will
receive the gift of the Holy Spirit” (v. 38). “So then, those who had
received his word were baptized; and that day there were added about
three thousand souls” (v. 41). Jesus had promised Peter that He
would build His church upon him (Mt. 16:18), and He did! Jesus died
so that the church, the body of Christ, could be established and grow.

The coming of the Holy Spirit brought a new purpose to life. Before
His ascension, Jesus told His disciples, “but you will receive power
when the Holy Spirit has come upon you; and you shall be My
witnesses both in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and even
to the remotest part of the earth”(Acts. 1:8). This is exactly what
happened on the Day of Pentecost. Three thousand souls were saved
and went home to their own nations to proclaim the good news of
Jesus Christ. Jesus commissioned His disciples, telling them, “All
authority has been given to Me in heaven and on earth. Go therefore
and make disciples of all the nations, baptizing them in the name of
the Father and the Son and the Holy Spirit, teaching them to observe
all that | commanded you; and lo, | am with you always, even to the
end of the age” (Mt. 28:18-20). He reminded the Emmaus disciples,
“Thus it is written, that the Christ would suffer and rise again from the
dead the third day, and that repentance for forgiveness of sins would
be proclaimed in His name to all the nations, beginning from
Jerusalem" (Luke. 24:46-47).

My dear friend, Pentecost is not a stary, but a real event. The people
who gathered on the Day of Pentecost focused on Jesus. They did not
gather to fight against each other. They did not gather with pride in
their hearts. They had nothing but Jesus in their hearts and home. Do
you have Pentecost in your heart and home? Is today just a day to
remember the Holy Spirit, or is it a day to live it? The Holy Spirit is an
amazing blessing that brings a new power, a new message, a new
community, and a new purpose into every believers life. | hope that
Pentecost and not earthly treasures is stored within you. i
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