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| sermon for Next Sunday ||

STANDING BY THE CROSS

- But standing by the cross of Jesus were His mother, and His mother’s sister, Mary the wife of
Clopas, and Mary Magdalene. (John 19:25)

Il kinds of people came to Calvary Mountain to see the death of Jesus

Christ. Each one had their own purpose for standing by the cross. Like
today, most of them were there for the wrong reason or with the wrong
attitude. Their mistakes had dreadful consequences. Standing by the cross
of Jesus Christ is a serious matter, something no one should take lightly and
everyone should suffer reverently.

Among the many people atop Calvary were false prophets. These
individuals always talked about the goodness and greatness of God, read the
Scriptures, and attended temple faithfully. They were highly religious and
highly respected. When Jesus was brought out by Pilate, wearing the crown
of thorns and the purple robe, these people cried out, "'Crucify, crucify!”
Pilate said to thern, 'Take Him yourselves and crucify Him, for | find no guilt
in Him." The Jews answered him, 'We have a law, and by that law He ought
to die because He made Himself out to be the Son of God'"(Un. 19:6&7).
Here we see their true love of evil, rather than of good. They were the ones
who persuaded “the crowds to ask for Barabbas and to put Jesus to
death”(Mt. 27:20; Mk. 15:11). On the outside, these people appeared to be
good, but on the inside, they were very, very bad. Standing before the cross,
they were the ones who plotted to kill the Messiah. Are you one of them?
Are you a person who always talks good about Jesus, but actually does
harm to Him through your bad behavior?

Soldiers stood by the cross in active duty. "Then the soldiers of the
governor took Jesus into the Praetorium and gathered the whole Roman
cohort around Him. They stripped Him and put a scarlet robe on Him. And
after twisting together a crown of thorns, they put it on His head, and a reed
in His right hand; and they knelt down before Him and mocked Him, saying,
‘Hail, King of the Jews!' They spat on Him, and took the reed and began to
beat Him cn the head. After they had mocked Him, they took the scarlet
robe off Him and put His own garments back on Him, and led Him away to
crucify Him"(Mt. 27:27-31). Every human being is either a soldier against or a
friend to Jesus. Look at yourself at the cross. Are you mocking Him? Is your
lifestyle the same as spitting on Him or beating Him?

Pontius Pilate, a government leader, stood before the cross with excuses.
He knew Jesus was not guilty, “For he knew that because of envy they had
handed Him over”(Mt. 27:18). He asked the crowd what evil Jesus had
done, but the crowd kept shouting louder and louder to crucify Him (Mt
27:23). He was afraid of the crowd. It was more important for him to please
the crowd than to do what was right, “Wishing to satisfy the crowd, Pilate
released Barabbas for them, and after héving Jesus scourged, he handed
Him over to be crucified"(Mk. 15:15). Can you believe it? He knew what was
right, but he chose to do what was wrong. His pride got in the way! To clear
his conscience, “he took water and washed his hands in front of the crowd,
saying, ‘| am innocent of this Man’s blood; see to that yourselves'” (Mt.
27:24). No amount of water could make this man innocent. Are you standing
by the cross like Pilate? Do you know what is the goed thing to do, but do
not do it because of pride? Do you make excuses for your sin?

The multitudes of people standing by the cross were hypocrites. They
were exactly as Jesus taught them not to be, “When you pray, you are not
to be like the hypocrites; for they love to stand and pray in the synagogues
and on the street cormners so that they may be seen by men, Truly | say to
you, they have their reward in full”(Mt. 8:5). Jesus specifically instructed
them, “Whenever you fast, do not put on a gloomy face as the hypocrites
do, for they neglect their appearance so that they will be noticed by men
when they are fasting. Truly | say to you, they have their reward in full” (Mt.

6:16). These people had followed Jesus for three years. They witnessed His
miracles and heard His preaching. They used Him to heal their sick. They
were serious about truth, and found it in Him, but preferred to cry and
lament rather than fight for Him (Lk. 23:27). As you stand by the cross, do
you fight for Jesus or are the opinions of other people cencerning you more
important?

Not everyone standing by the cross was bad, there were a few real
disciples, "But standing by the cross of Jesus were His mother, and His
mother’s sister, Mary the wife of Clopas, and Mary Magdalene”(Jn. 19:25),
Joseph of Arimathea and Nicodemus were also disciples who bravely
prepared His funeral (Jn. 19:38&39). When the rooster finally crowed a
second time, Peter wept (Mk. 14:72) and one of the two thieves hanging
next to Jesus turned out to be a real disciple. Do you forsake all to stand by
the cross of Jesus or are you too busy attending to some other business?
Hebrews 13:12&13 say, "Therefore Jesus also, that He might sanctify the
people through His own blood, suffered outside the gate. So, let us go out to
Him outside the camp, bearing His reproach.”

What is your purpose for standing by the cross of Jesus? Is it to mock
Him, or perhaps just analyze the situation to see what is going on? Do you
want to hurt Him or just stand there crying all the time? What is it you really
hope ta get? If your real answer is forgiveness, then like the one thief who
accepted Jesus, you will receive eternal life in heaven. Jesus prayed on the
cross, “Father, forgive them”(Lk. 23:34), so do you really want to repent or
just stand by locking at Him? 1 Peter 2:24 says, "and He Himself bore our
sins in His body on the cross, so that we might die to sin and live to
righteousness; for by His wounds you were healed.” Likewise, 1 John 1:7
says, “but if we walk in the Light as He Himself is in the Light, we have
fellowship with one another, and the blood of Jesus His Son cleanses us
from all sin."

Dear Christian believers, please go to Calvary to find Jesus, the Son of
God. He is our only hope, “And there is salvation in no one else; for there is
no ather name under heaven that has been given among men by which we
must be saved”(Acts 4:12). He is our only way to heaven. Jesus said, “| am
the way, and the truth, and the life; no one comes to the Father but through
Me"{Jn. 14:8). You have to stand by the cross in order to meet Jesus Christ,
not by your own standards of happiness. He wants to forgive your sin.

Without fixing your sin problem, do not talk about Jesus’ love. Until you
see yourself as a sinner, do not talk about righteousness. Too many of
today's Christians are false prophets, full of religious words. They talk about
Jesus’ love and salvation, but live the devil's life. Most of today's Christians
are like the multitude that listen but do not obey; who follow when things
are good but not when things are bad, and who talk the big talk but do not
walk the narrow walk. There are too many bad soldiers in today’s churches,
and not enough friends. Too many leaders stand for the majority in sin, and
not the minority in righteousness.

Today is Reformation Sunday, and we need to reform. We need to
earnestly come to the cross and look at our attitude to see where we are.
We need to get serious about sin, the blood of Jesus Christ, and right
relationships. One thief accepted Jesus and went to heaven; the other thief
denied Jesus and went to hell. | want you to get to heaven, to get the grace
and mercy of God, which means you have to get sincerely involved with His
cross. If you are going to stand by the cross of Jesus, then stand in
forgiveness of sin, humbly and faithfully. Amen. §
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