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The prophet Jeremiah proclaimed to the people of Israel who were be-
ing taken captive in Babylon that God's plan was not a disaster, but peace
(Jer 29:11). It's because God's covenant is that no matter how hard and diffi-
cult situations are the people of God in, God will eventually let them re-
turn. To live taking hold of the covenant is to live believing this word of
God. Like the motto of our Chung Hyun Church this year, "Holding onto
the covenant, go forward to the world and the neighbors', I hope you hold
firmly on to the covenant. Jeremiah proclaimed not only 'how to hold on
to the covenant' but also the feature of holding on to the covenant.
Through the word 'When seventy years are completed for Babylon, I'll let
you return'(Jer29:10) God will eventually bring the people of God back to
His bosom. We will keep deep in mind the word 'Eventually, you will re-
turn', which is in the center of life of taking hold of the covenant more
firmly.

'A great throng' and 'the strong hand'

"Behold, I will bring them from the north country, And gather them from
the ends of the earth, Among them the blind and the lame, The woman with
child And the one who labors with child, together; A great throng shall return
there.'(Jer 31:8) When examining historically, the number of the Israelites who
came back from the Babylonian captivity was not small, but when comparing
with that of people who retuned from exile in Egypt, it was not definitely a
large number. Rather, the number of people who settled in Babylon was larg-
er. Therefore, we can say spiritual symbols are included in the expression of
'a great throng' It means that the people God prepared in person for worship-
ping Himself are 'a great throng' It means that all the people of God who scat-
tered to 'the end of the earth, which is Babylon, will return according to the
covenant. When observing the great throng, 'the blind' and the lame are in-
cluded among them. Not only perfect and great people but also imperfect
people come before God so that 'a great throng' will be completed through
them. Physical weakness and spiritual imperfection do not become any re-
strictions in the perspective of God. Rather, the covenant that God will surely
bring the people God Himself has chosen back to Himself can be really im-
portant in the Kingdom of God. Another group forming 'a great throng' is 'ex-
pectant mothers' and ‘women in labor. Women who are expecting the month
of labor and women who have just given birth joined the throng of long
march from Babylon to Jerusalem. This is the spiritual challenge. It means
that no matter what physical or environmental hardships we face, we have to
join the work of going back to God. When God calls His people back before
Him again, we must go forward to Him with obedience. That's why the blind,
the lame, and those who can not move easily are among 'a great throng' The
Bible instructs us through this that no matter what environment or conditions
we are in, the believers returning well to God are the believers taking hold of

the covenant.

This is a story about a deaconess who was taken to the bosom of the Lord
last year. She was an old person in her mid-to-late eighties, but she always left
her house located in Gyeonggi-do at 6:40 every Sunday morning for the
church. She took a long journey to attent the third worship service every Sun-
day. Her knees were suffering from degenerative arthritis; nevertheless, she
came to the church every week through overcoming the difficulties of trans-
ferring four times. I think focusing on the beauty of faith this person showed,
we have to look at this spiritually. We should look back on the heart longing
for going forward to God once again. There are things that block our path to
God in our lives besides the physical. Busy lives, responsibilities to bear, con-
founded mind, and so on can be obstacles and excuses for going forward to
God. However, what should be prior to above all else is the very life of hold-

ing on to the covenant. I hope that at this moment, you will make a decision

Sermon in English Translation

Eventually,
You Will Return

(Jeremiah 31:11-12)

Rev. Kyu Sam Han

to live a covenant-centered life, which leads us to returning to God.

The word of the text, which we should contain in our spiritual memory, is
"For the Lord will deliver Jacob and redeem them from the hand of those
stronger than they.(v.11)" "The hand of those stronger' means Babylon. Baby-
lon at that time was the most powerful force on the earth. The Bible pro-
claims to the people of Israel I redeemed you. that is, God delivered them. It
means that the hand of God is stronger than the hand of the strong in the
world. It is the saying that they experienced that the covenant of God holding
on to us is stronger than any of things in the world. Have you ever seen kin-
dergarten children going on a picnic holding each other's tiny hand in hand?
How beautiful the hands holding each other in order not to lose each other
are! However, it's uncomfortable because we do not know when the hands are
unfastened. But when children leave the kindergarten for home, the hand of
father and mother holding children's hand are incomparably strong. Holding
on to God's hand, that is, holding on to the covenant is like this. Like children
holding the hands of their mother and father, we should live holding on to
the promise of God. It's because God's hand is the strong hand which tied the
hand of Babylon so that not only the weak but also even those who are never
able to take a trip can return safely. This feature is emphasized once again
through Jesus in the New Testament. When Jesus was driving out demons,
there were some people who belittled the power of Jesus. Some people said
demons were driven out not by virtue of Jesus but by stronger Beelzebub.
Then Jesus said, My hand is much stronger than Beelzebub's.! I hope you ex-
perience the strong hand of the Lord through faith. Because the strong hand
of the Lord holds you and me, we can take hold of the covenant.

The application to the life of taking hold of the covenant

One of the common worries of lots of believers is the nurture of children.
When children become the middle school students, the parents come to feel
nervous because their children's faith seems to be a little bit meandering.
They feel even uneasy whether their children can really confess their faith.
When they reach high school and universities, their parents begin to worry if
they will be away from faith. When the children reach having jobs and mar-
rying, it is their children who are really leaving faith that their parents are
worried about. As we get older, our bodies become weak and it seems that we
do not have many days to live on this earth, lots of parents become nervous
owing to their children's faith, which they think, was not established rightly.
To overcome these worries is the ‘covenant’. It is to hold on to the word,
'God-chosen people will eventually return. I hope that living a life of holding
on to the covenant faithfully, you ask your children as their parents. When
parents say, 'How long I prayed for you! Now, will you please pray for me?,
most of the children come to pray for their parents. The training of persuad-
ing children to pray becomes a stepping stone for the children to return to the
Lord. Not just children. Do you have any one whom you really love? Ask the
person to pray for you. Ask a person who seems to be the person of the cove-
nant, but is not easily evangelized to pray for you. The prayer becomes a step-
pingstone for the person to return to God. It's because God's people have
within themselves DNA that makes them pray before God. Taking off agonies
and worries, we only have to hold the covenant of God. We are to come back
ultimately as mentioned in the covenant that 'You will eventually return. I
bless in the name of the Lord that with this faith you will move forward
strongly in 2023.
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