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| Sermon for Next Sunday |

VOICE OF GOD

“ONow it came about after the death of Moses the servant of the LORD that the LORD spoke to Joshua the son
of Nun, Moses’ servant, saying,” * Moses My servant is dead; now therefore arise, cross this Jordan, you and
all this people, to the land which I am giving to them, to the sons of Israel.” PEvery place on which the sole of
your foot treads, I have given it to you, just as I spoke to Moses. -+ “No man will [be able to] stand before you
all the days of your life. Just as I have been with Moses, I will be with you; I will not fail you or forsake you.
(Joshua 1:1-7)

oshua had the awesome experience of hearing the Creator's voice
Jspeakmg directly to him(v. 1). However, when God's voice came to
him, His first words were not good news. God told Joshua, “Moses My
servant is dead"(v. 2). This sad news made Joshua's heart sink, for
Moses was the world's greatest leader. A thousand or even a million
men's deaths could not amount to the loss of one Moses. He was the
one who saw the burning bush. He was the one who came to Egypt
with only a stick in his hand to conquer the world's conqueror, He was
the one who led Israel out of Egypt. He was the one who brought forth
water from a rock, and fed the multitude with bread from heaven. He
was the one that led more than two million people for 40 years, day and
night, toward God's promise. He was Israel's physical, spiritual, and
future life. They relied on him for everything. Now, the Creator's voice
comes to Joshua, Moses' servant, and tells him that Moses is dead.
Israel faces a very depressing situation.

All of Israel mourned over the death of their great leader, but the
Creator’s voice also told Joshua, “now therefore arise, cross this Jordan,
you and all this people”(v. 2). God's voice always brings hope in the
midst of despair. Although Joshua was nothing compared to Moses, a
slave with no education, yet God chose him, not Moses, to cross the
Jordan with His pecple. Moses dreamed of crossing the Jordan with
Israel, and even prayed for God to allow him to go, but God refused his
request because of his disobedience at Meribah. He told him, “Enough!
Speak to Me no more of this matter. Go up to the top of Pisgah and lift
up your eyes to the west and north and south and east, and see it with
your eyes, for you shall not cross over this Jordan”(Deut. 3:26-27). Since
Moses was not able to lead Israel, Israel considered going back to
Egypt, but Ged's merciful voice came down to Joshua commanding him
to lead Israel across the river. That is God's grace. He always gives
encouragement and help to His children, "Behald, the Lord God helps
me; who is he who condemns me? Behold, they will all wear out like a
garment; the moth will eat them"(Isa. 50:9). Situations change, but the
Creator God is unchanging, and His years are unendingisee Heb. 1:12).
He is the same yesterday and today, yes and foreverisee Heb. 13:8).
Joshua was a child of God who served Him with all his heart. He did not
have a boat to cross the Jordan with, nor did his people know how to
swim. The river was then at flood stage and difficult to cross. Its distant
width was intimidating, but the Creator's voice gives great happiness.
Whoever relies on Him finds remarkable support.

God's voice told Joshua to cross the Jordan. “to the land which | am
giving to them, to the sons of Israel. Every place on which the sole of
your foot treads, | have given it to you, just as | spoke to Moses" (vv. 2-
3). When God's voice says to go, you can be sure that He will take care
of you. Many strong opponents occupied the land on the other side of
the Jordan, but God promised to give this land to Israel. It was a
promise He made even to their ancestors, “Heaven and earth will pass
away, but My words will not pass away" (Mt. 24:35). Do you believe it?
All Israel had to do was go because God already promised to give them
this land. Psalm 102 says, “Of old You founded the earth, and the

heavens are the work of Your hands. Even they will perish but You
endure; and all of them will wear out like a garment; like clothing You will
change them and they will be changed” (vv. 25-26). God told Israel to go
and cross the river, so that they could receive the Promised Land. Jesus’
promise to us is similar, "Go into all the world and preach the gospel to
all creation. He who has believed and has been baptized shall be saved;
but he who has disbelieved shall be condemned”(Mk. 16:15-16). God's
servants carry on His salvation plan. Are you listening for His voice? If
He asks you to go to Mongolia, Romania, or Sri Lanka, are you willing?
He is ready and souls are waiting for you. Like Israel, wherever you go,
He will be with you, and you will conquer the enemy.

God's voice told Joshua, “No man will be able to stand before you all
the days of your life. Just as | have been with Moses, | will be with you;
| will not fail you or forsake you"(v. 5). What a promise! When you hear
God's voice, you need not to have any worries: Jesus said, “All authority
has been given to Me in heaven and on earth. Go therefore and make
disciples of all the nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and
the Son and the Holy Spirit, teaching them to observe all that |
commanded you; and lo, | am with you always, even to the end of the
age"(Mt. 28:18b-20). This is the Great Commission! Are you hearing
God's voice?

God's voice also commanded Joshua, "Be strong and courageous, for
you shall give this people possession of the land which | swore to their
fathers to give them. Only be strong and very courageous; be careful to
do according to all the law which Moses My servant commanded you;
do not turn from it to the right or to the left, so that you may have
success wherever you go”(wv. 6-7). Even though Moses died, God is
alive! He will lead you wherever you need to go, and He will be with you
every step of the way, so that you never have to worry. All you have to
do is move by your faith, “By faith we understand that the worlds were
prepared by the word of God; so that what is seen was not made out of
things which are visible"(Heb. 11:3). Hebrews 11:6 says, “And without
faith it is impossible to please Him, for he who comes to God must
believe that He is and that He is a rewarder of those who seek Him.” Do
you believe it? | hope you do, “for whatever is born of God overcomes
the world; and this is the victory that has overcome the world-our
faith”(1 Jn. 5:4). Listen my friend, "I solemnly charge you in the
presence of God and of Christ Jesus, who is to judge the living and the
dead, and by His appearing and His kingdom; preach the word, be ready
in season and out of season; reprove, rebuke, exhort, with great
patience and instruction” (2 Tim. 4:1-2).

My dear friends, we have a tremendous God who wants to talk and
walk with us. Let us open our hearts to hear His voice, so that we may
follow Him. Let us be His children. You may have lost one or both of
your parents, even a spouse, but remember that the Creator God is with
you. If you have faith, if you truly believe, then there is no need for
depression or worry. You can be strong and courageous when you take
comfort and find encouragement in the Lord your God, for He is with
you wherever you go. Please listen to God's voice. 4
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