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| Sermon for Next Sunday ||

HOW DO WE DO MISSIONS?

®Those who sow in tears shall reap with joyful shouting. * He who goes to and fro

weeping, carrying his bag of seed, Shall indeed come again with a shout of joy,
bringing his sheaves with him. (Psalm 126:5,6)

oday's Bible verses describe God's mission plan. This is how
we should do missions. Jesus told us, “All authority has
been given to Me in heaven and on earth. Go therefore and
make disciples of all the nations, baptizing them in the name of
the Father and the Son and the Holy Spirit, teaching them to
observe all that | commanded you; and lo, | am with you always,
even to the end of the age.”(Mt. 28:18~20) Jesus also said, “Go
into all the world and preach the gospel to all creation.”(Mk.
16:15) Together, these three Bible passages give us the full
mission plan. Sadly, most of today’s churches do not give great
attention to Jesus' great commission. Their interests lie in lesser
things, like running a corporation, raising money, expanding
education programs, etc. Not surprisingly, the popular church’s
memberships grow while the number of true Christian believers
decreases. We must get back to God's plan to reach the world.
According to the Bible, the first thing we need to do is go. We
cannot sit around and talk about it. There needs to be forward
action. It is easier to serve on a mission board than to go. It is
easier to give money than go. It is easier to send someone else
than go. It is easier to complain and grumble than go. It is easier
to be part of a faction than to get into action. Jesus said, “Truly,
truly, | say to you, unless a grain of wheat falls into the earth and
dies, it remains alone; but if it dies, it bears much fruit."(Jn.

12:24) Do you agree? No one wants to sacrifice or sweat, but -

those missionaries who go where Jesus wants them to go, walk
in the Spirit. They spiritually go forward.

Those who go must weep. The proud and arrogant cannot
make results, only those who truly love souls and cry over them.
Most people go for the wrong reasons. A general concern for
souls is mandatory. Paul testified, “| am telling the truth in
Christ, | am not lying, my conscience testifies with me in the
Holy Spirit, that | have great sorrow and unceasing grief in my
heart. For | could wish that | myself were accursed, separated
from Christ for the sake of my brethren, my kinsmen according
to the flesh.”(Rom. 9:1~3) Paul evangelized with power, for he
had the love of souls inside his own heart. Do you have that kind
of love? | do not think so, which is why you do not go. You have
not wept over souls. Paul cried and suffered and his heart had
deep concern over other souls, like Jesus. When Jesus looked
upon poor souls his heart wept. A man from a crowd came to

Jesus shouting and crying, “Teacher, | beg You to look at my
son, for he is my only boy.”(Lk. 9:38) This father loved his son,
which is why he came to Jesus crying and pleading. Do you have
that kind of heart for others?

Those who go weeping must plant the precious seed. You
cannot go and weep and sow other things, such as money, your
own great skill, but just the seed. What is the seed? Luke 8:11
says, “Now the parable is this: the seed is the word of God.”
The sower’s seed will fall on all different kinds of spaces, like
along a road where birds will eat it up, or upon rocky terrain
where the sun will scorch it, or among thorns where it will get
choked out, or on good seil where it can produce abundant
fruit.(Mt. 13:3~23) Whenever you plant the word of God this
kind of thing happens. How can you place the great seed in a
great place? Only Jesus Christ, only the gospel, not other
humans can produce great results, which is why it is so
important to speak only the word of God, sow only the gospel,
and rely only on the Holy Spirit.

Going, weeping, and sowing must be followed by reaping. Too
many servants are going, weeping, and sowing but forgetting to
bring in the harvest. Reaping is part of your mission work.
Today's Bible message says that those who sow in tears will
also reap with joy, coming again to bring the sheaves with them.
Reaping is bringing believers into the church, praying for them,
caring for them, and loving them in Christ. We must make
efforts to reap, to win people to Christ, and not leave soul
winning to others. Sowing and reaping go hand in hand. Acts
2:36~41 says, "Therefore let all the house of Israel know for
certain that God has made Him both Lord and Chris-this Jesus
whom you crucified. So then, those who had received his word
were baptized; and that day there were added about three
thousand souls.” Acts 4:32 also says, "And the congregation of
those who believed were of one heart and soul; and not one of
them claimed that anything belonging to him was his own, but
all things were common property to them.” Amen.

Let us come back to the principles of mission. Let us return to
the work-of winning souls. This narrow way of Christian life
brings present and future joy. Please get up and go where the
Holy Spirit leads, weep for the lost, sow the word of God, and
reap His harvest. 4
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