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I WILL NOT
LET YOU GO

(Genesis 32:26, 29)

acob was born as the voungest twin to Isaac and
Rebekah,

J

s heel,

Because he came out grabbing his brother

he was named Jacob, He and his brother were
distinguished by certain physical and personality
attributes. Esau had an abundance of body hair and was
a skillful hunter. Jacob was a quict man and remained
among the tents, unlike Esau who liked the open

country. Isaac favored Esau and and Rebekah loved

Jacob,

On the occasion when Esau was very hungry and
Jacob had food prepared, Esau despised his birthright by
in return, stole his brother' s

selling it to Jacob for his food, Jacob,

blessing by tricking his father into thinking he was Esau, This caused a
major disturbance between the brothers, Esau wanted to kill Jacob, so
Rebekah asked her husband to send him to his uncle’s house o find a

wite,

Consequently, Jacob ran away. On the way to his uncle’ s house,
he stopped for the night at a place called Luz, The Lord spoke to him in
a dream saying, T am with you and will watch over you wherever you
go, and I will bring you back to this land. T will not leave you until I
have done what I have promised you” (Gen, 28:15), The next moming,
Jacob named this special place Bethel, He also made a vow with God to

give one tenth of everything God gave him back to God,

Jacob worked seven years for his uncle to acquire his first wife,
Leah, who he was tricked into marrying, He worked another seven years
for his second wife, Rachel, who he originally wanted to marry and
loved more than Leah, On top of that, he worked six more years to
establish his own flock of animals. After twenty years of really hard
work and much prosperity, his uncles’ sons were talking against him
and his uncle’ s attitude towards him had changed.

It was at this time Jacob decided to flee his uncle’s country and
return to his own, Along the way, the angel of God met him and Jacob
decided that this was God's camp and setled his family in preparation
to meet his brother, He greatly feared meeting his brother and divided
his camp into two sections, If Esau attacked, Jacob thought that at least
one group would have a chance at escape. In great fear and distress,
Jacob prayed to God for protection, He mentions in his prayer, T am
unworthy of all the kindness and faithfulness you have shown vour
servant” (Gen, 32:10). Jacob finally began to understand his need for

God,

Jacob then prepared elaborate gifts from his possessions to give
to his brother. He sent the gifts ahead with his servants as a means to

pacify his brother’s anger, The night before meeting his brother, Jacob

re
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sent his family and the rest of his possessions across the stream, He was
left alone and it was during this tme that he wrestled with God,

"He struggled with the angel and overcame him: he wept and
begued for his favor, He found him at Bethel and talked with him there”
(Hosea 12:4), He pleaded, ‘I will not let you go unless you bless me’
(vs, 20). Jacob realized that he was in serious trouble, He understood
that God had not blessed him, He had everything - a huge family,
money, nunerous animals and tons of material possessions, Yet with all
his worldly belongings, Jacob knew he had nothing without God's
blessing, He needed God, And so, he cried out T will not let you go

unless you bless me’

It was at this time that God asked Jacob what his name was, Jacob
answered and God said, “Your name will no longer be Jacob, but Israel,
because you have struggled with God and with men and have
overcome” (Gen, 32:28). All his life his name carried with it a terrible
meaning, He was a deceiver and his life reflected it, Now, in his humble
state of mind and because of his perseverance, God changed his name

‘Israel’ . A very special name - a name given by God for His chosen

people!

Jacob asked God for His name and God asked Jacob, “Why do
vou ask my name?’ ‘Then He blessed him there™ (vs, 29). God blessed
Jacob, Jacob saw God face to face and his life was spared, not only that
but through his heart’s desire he received God's blessing. Israel was a
new man. Changed by grace through his struggle and perseverance, No
longer the deceiver, but now he was at the center of God’ s plan for the

future of all Israel and indeed all of mankind,

The very next day, Jacob met his beloved brother, Remember this
was the brother who vowed to kill him, whose life goal was to revenge
his stolen blessing. Yet Esau received Jacob favorably, This most

assuredly was a blessing only God could bring about,

God healed the relationship between Jacob and Esau, Gaod
blessed Jacob with a special new name - ‘Israell’ Jacob's entire life, his
whole environment changed because of God's blessing. Jacob knew

not to let go until he received God’ s blessing.

Today, we Christians also face many struggles in our lives,

Unfortunately, many of us don’t share the same heart felt attitude of

Jacob, We don't realize our need, we are not willing to struggle and we
give up oo easy,

Jacob could have been satsfied with his earlier encounter with
God. He had already been told that God would be with him, He had
received material blessings and had fathered a large family, For all
appearances, he was set, How many of us would have been satistied
with this? Jacob wasn't satisfied, He knew he needed God to bless him,

he cried out to God, T will not let you go unless you bless me' .

We oo have the opportunity o overcome life's struggles through
Christ and have our name changed and written in the book of life. As a
child of God, do we really cry out to our Lord for His blessing? Will we

hold on despite all? Will we persevere throughout the struggle?

Jacob refused to let go until he received God’ s blessing and God
blessed him right there and then, His heart knew the importance of God
and he prevailed, obtaining power with God, Let's remember Israel and
receive God's eternal blessing for us through Christ, Let's hold on to

our faith, seeking God' s blessing, until Christ’ s retumn,
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