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| Sermon for Next Sunday |

MESSAGE TO THE EPHESIAN CHURCH

W<To the angel of the church in Ephesus write: The One who holds the seven stars in His right hand, the One
who walks among the seven golden lampstands, says this: @ ‘I know your deeds and your toil and
perseverance, and that you cannot tolerate evil men, and you put to the test those who call themselves apostles,
and they are not, and you found them to be false; --- @ ‘He who has an ear, let him hear what the Spirit says to
the churches. To him who overcomes, I will grant to eat of the tree of life which is in the Paradise of God.’
(Revelation 2:1~7)

n Jesus Christ's revelation, He addressed seven actual churches

out of the many that existed and flourished during John's day
with a different message for each one. These seven churches
represent types and conditions of churches, families, and
individuals in all generations. As the seven selected churches
needed Jesus' specific message to help with their particular
problems, so too do today's churches, families, and believers need
His prophetic message for their weaknesses. For our upcoming
church anniversary, I've chosen Jesus’ message to the Ephesian
church to minister to our current needs. Let's look at Jesus’
message to soften our hearts and bring us closer to Him.

Jesus begins His message to the Ephesian church with praise,
“To the-angel of the church in Ephesus write: The One who holds
the seven stars in His right hand, the One who walks among the
seven golden lampstands, says this: ‘| know your deeds and your
toil and perseverance, and that you cannot tolerate evil men, and
you put to the test those who call themselves apostles, and they
are not, and you found them to be false; and you have
perseverance and have endured for My name's sake, and have not
grown weary'"(Rev. 2:1~3). This church has done some good
ministry work. Jesus praises their positive points, which is really a
good example for us all to follow in our dealings with others. Not
many in today’s church kick out the evil-doers, especially if they
are rich, famous, or politically connected. This church took God's
waord seriously, and didn't put up with evil people. They got rid of
them for Jesus’ sake, not for their church name or for personal
reasons. They stuck to the gospel. They were Jesus-centered, not
human-centered. Their congregation was unified in faith. They
emphasized the cross and the greater need for missionary work.,
They helped the poor and prayed for God's direction. They were
humble, and praised God, “Rejoice in the Lord always; again | will
say, rejoice! Let your gentle spirit be known to all men. The Lord is
near. Be anxious for nothing, but in everything by prayer and
supplication with thanksgiving let your requests be made known
to God. And the peace of God, which surpasses all comprehension,
will guard your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus. Finally,
brethren, whatever is true, whatever is honorable, whatever is
right, whatever is pure, whatever is lovely, whatever is of good
repute, if there is any excellence and if anything worthy of praise,
dwell on these things”{Phil. 4:4~8). This church had peace
because of its many godly practices.

After His praise, Jesus mentions this church's problem, “But |
have this against you, that you have left your first love” (Rev. 2:4).
From the outside, this church appeared beautiful, but they had a
serious problem. The problem in this church was declining love.

When love diminishes in our walk with God, then we tend to stray
from Him. It's important to face up to our problems. When our
devotional life suffers and no longer takes priority, then
compromising becomes common. We start to toy with
temptation. We start to make big deals out of the wrong stuff.
Instead of gaining holiness, we start to lose it. This is so sad! It's
very similar to the love in a marriage. Most all newlyweds start out
with great passion, but as the years go by too many couples let
their love become a duty instead of a desire. Duty replaces
delight, and soon you find two people merely enduring until the
end. My dear friend, when love fades evervthing becomes
mechanical. In church, | see too many people attending but giving
little attention. Their religion has become an exercise in routine,
without heart. Jesus saw this problem and pointed it out to the
Ephesian church, so that they could change and experience the
blessing of real love. Christians need to experience greater
sweetness and satisfaction as the years go by, not less.

Jesus reveals the prescription for revival in this church,
“Therefore remember from where you have fallen, and repent and
do the deeds you did at first; or else | am coming to you and will
remove your lampstand out of its place-unless you repent. ‘Yet
this you do have, that you hate the deeds of the Nicolaitans, which
| also hate’ "(Rev. 2:5~6). Jesus told the Ephesian church to
remember, repent, and return. He wants them to think back on
how good they had it. No human can take a higher or better place
than as a loving Christian. Do you remember the times of great
gratification in your Bible reading, prayer life, and godly service?
Jesus wants us to remember, and then repent. He wants us to
turn around from where we are now and go back to those special
times. We need to make an about-face and return to the loving
Christian person who glorifies God and makes a difference in this
sinful world. We need to return to that first-love feeling. Qur
church, our families, and each individual believer needs to go back.
Declining love is so sad, but restored love makes us glad. Revival
awaits those who remember, repent and return.

My dear friends, please open your hearts and listen to what
Jesus tell us, “He who has an ear, let him hear what the Spirit
says to the churches. To him who overcomes, | will grant to eat of
the tree of life which is in the Paradise of God”(Rev. 2:7). Qur
church anniversary is approaching, so let's remember the
greatness of God's love and repent of our shortcomings, and
return to His grace with wonderful passion and zeal. Look to Jesus
now and deny yourself, take your cross, and follow Him step by
step with faith only. We can overcome with faith in Jesus.
Amen. 4
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