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|| Sermon for Next Sunday |

| AM THE LORD YOUR GOD

@God spoke further to Moses and said to him, “I am the LORD; Pand I appeared to Abraham,
Isaac, and Jacob, as God Almighty, but by My name, LORD, I did not make Myself known to them.
« S0 Moses spoke thus to the sons of Israel, but they did not listen to Moses on account of their
despondency and cruel bondage. (Exodus 6:2~9)

od made Himself known to Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob by the
Gname God Almighty, but not by the name Lord. He hid this name
from them, but revealed it to Moses just prior to the Exodus. The name
Lord means master, and God wanted His people to know that He is the
Lord Ged. He is the God who takes care of everything. The patriarchs
experienced difficult times, but not the kind of suffering that the sons
of Israel underwent in Egypt. Like the sons of Israel, God wants you to
know that He is the Lord your God. What does it mean to know God as
Lord?

When you know God as Lord, you know that He brings you out from

under your burdens. He told the sons of Israel, “I am the Lord, and |

. will bring you out from under the burdens of the Egyptians.--."(v. 8) Our
Lord knows everything about us. He knows how much we can and
cannot endure. He knows all our burdens, He is the only One who can
bring us out from any burden, which is why He is the Lord God. He
knows when we need Him, and the exact time that we need Him. All
we have to do is ask Him. David prayed to the Lord, “Out of the depths
| have cried to You, O Lord. Lord, hear my voice! Let Your ears be
attentive To the voice of my supplications.”(Ps. 130:1&2) David knew
God as Lord, and from that knowledge the Lord God saved him.
Pharaoh had the foremen of the sons of Israel beaten because they
could not keep their quota for making bricks, even though he withdrew
the straw they needed to do it.(Ex. 5:10~13) Their heavy burdens were
caused by their desire to sacrifice to God. Their burdens were very
important to God, just like your burdens are very important to God.
Jesus always named His burdens before God's throne, “In the days of
His flesh, He offered up both prayers and supplications with loud crying
and tears to the One able to save Him from death, and He was heard
because of His piety.”(Heb. 5:7) God’s grace comes when we come in
our time of need, “Therefore let us draw near with confidence to the
throne of grace, so that we may receive mercy and find grace to help in
time of need."”(Heb. 4:16)

When you know God as Lord, you know that He delivers you from
bondage. He told the sons of Israel, "I am the Lord, -+ | will deliver you
from their bondage.”(v. 8) Unlike burdens, which are stressful or
difficult responsibilities, bondage is the condition of being enslaved or
of being controlled by something or someone that limits freedom.
Examples of bondages would be addictions, slavery, fears, desires, etc.
Who or what controls you? If you believe that God is your Lord, He will
deliver you from your bondage. The Israelites cried out, knowing that
no one could help them, but God told them, “I am the Lord.”(v. 2) The
Egyptians treated them harshly and afflicted them, and imposed hard
labor on them, and they cried to the Lord, and the Lord heard their
voices and saw their affliction, toil, and oppression and delivered them
out of Egypt. (Deut. 26:6~8) If you are under the bondage of sin, please
call on the Lord and He will save you.

When you know God as Lord, you know that He gives you freedom.
He redeems you! He told the Israelites, "I will also redeem you with an
outstretched arm and with great judgments.”(v. 6) The Passover lamb

set them free. Have we been redeemed by money? Have we been
redeemed by our own efforts? Christians are redeemed by the blood of
Jesus, "knowing that you were not redeemed with perishable things
like silver or gold from your futile way of life inherited from your
forefathers, but with precious blood, as of a lamb unblemished and
spotless, the blood of Christ."(1 Pet. 1:18&19) John 8:32 says, “and
you will know the truth, and the truth will make you free.” The truth is
the Word of God, Jesus Christ, “So if the Son makes you free, you will
be free indeed.”(Jn. 8:36) Most definitely, God is Lord, “Now the Lord
is the Spirit, and where the Spirit of the Lord is, there is liberty.”(2 Cor.
3:17)

When you know God as Lord, you know that He will be your God. He
told the Israelites, “Then | will take you for My people, and | will be
your God; and you shall know that | am the Lord your God, who brought
you out from under the burdens of the Egyptians.”(v. 7) God cares
about relationships. He wants to fellowship with you. He wants you to
become His child. Through faith, He enters your heart. Look at His
wonderful care over Israel. His physical and spiritual presence was with
them night and day. He provided for their every need. They had
fellowship with Him everyday. God wants to fellowship with you. He
will be your God, and He will give you assurance of His presence. He
will guide you night and day, and provide for all your needs.
Deuteronomy 4:39 says, "Know therefore today, and take it to your
heart, that the Lord, He is God in heaven above and on the earth below;
there is no other.” Do you believe it?

When you know God as Lord, you know He promises you a
wonderful future. He said to the Israelites, “I will bring you to the land
which | swore to give to Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, and | will give it to
you for a possession; | am the Lord.”(v. 8) God keeps His promises,
“Commit your way to the Lord, Trust also in Him, and He will do it."(Ps.
37:5) Caleb and his descendants entered the Promised Land, "But My
servant Caleb, because he has had a different spirit and has followed
Me fully, | will bring into the land which he entered, and his
descendants shall take possession of it."(Num. 14:24) God's promise
for your future is to obtain “an inheritance which is imperishable and
undefiled and will not fade away, reserved in heaven for you"(1 Pet.
1:4) Isn't that a good promise for the future? Your future is in
heaven.(Col. 1:5) Psalm 37:7 reminds us, “Rest in the Lord and wait
patiently for Him; Do not fret because of him who prospers in his way,
Because of the man who carries out wicked schemes.” The wicked will
perish, but God's people will live eternally with Him in heaven.

My dear friend, the Lord God is calling, “"Come to Me, all who are
weary and heavy-laden, and | will give you rest.”(Mt. 11:28) Jesus is
the Lord God. He will take away your burdens and your bondages, just
as He did for the Israelites. He will give you freedom, a lasting
relationship with Himself, and a wonderful future. Do not put off His
invitation to come to Him. Do not stress and worry about things you
have no control over. Jesus is the answer. He is the Lord your God. Do
you hear or are you just sleeping?
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