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esus went to Caesarea Phillipi
J to spend some quiet time with
His disciples. Specifically, this
time was meant to change their
lives. Jesus had an important
message to share with them, He
asked them, “But who do you say
that T am™ (v. 15)? Peter rightly
confessed that He was *“the Christ,
the Son of the living God” (v. 16).
Jesus confessed that upon this
divine revelation and profession
of faith He would build His
church (v. 18). He also confessed
that His life and our life would be
by the way of the cross (vs. 21-
27). The way of the cross is God’s
way of salvation. It is a concept
many Christians today don’t like
to hear about, but must, because it
is the way of eternal life.

Jesus showed His disciples
that “He must go to Jerusalem,
and suffer many things from the
elders and chief priests and
scribes, and be killed, and be
raised up on the third day™ (v. 21).
He had to take the cross in order
to fulfill God’s will. This came as
a big surprise to all His disciples.
They were expecting the kingdom
of Christ to be established here on
Why? Their
experience with the large crowds

earth now.

that gathered to Him to listen to
His words made them think now
was the time (13:2). Their

FuEH
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Way of the Cross

(Matthew 16:21-27)

Then Jesus said to His disciples,

“If anyone wishes to come after Me, let him deny himself,
and take up his cross, and follow Me.”

experience of His miraculous
feeding of the five thousand,
walking on water, and healing of
the sick made them think this was
the time (14:1-36). Moreover. His
rebuke and authority against the
scribes, Pharisees, and leaders
made them think the kingdom of
Christ was soon to be secured
(15:1-39). But Jesus taught them
the way of the cross. Indeed, His
disciples were surprised at this
teaching because they didn’t
expect this way. They expected
Him to be King here and now.
Actually, when we look at Jesus’
life from the manger to the cross
we realize that His mission, His
objective all along, was the cross.
That was His life. He took all our
sins to the cross. He came to this
earth for that purpose.

What kind of reaction did
Jesus’ education about the cross
receive? Peter took Him aside and
began to rebuke Him, saying,
“God forbid it, Lord! This shall
never happen to You" (v. 22).
From the bottom of his heart,
Peter initially rejected it. In this
world there are lots of Christians
who want to get saved in different
ways other than the cross. Some
think that religious rituals will
clean away their sin, and others
tend to think that good moral

living will buy their way into

heaven. The cross reveals our
condition of sin. It shows the
seriousness of our sins. It shows
that only the blood of Jesus can
wash our sins away, “and from
Jesus Christ, the faithful witness,
the firstborn of the dead, and the
ruler of the kings of the earth. To
Him who loves us and released us
from our sins by His blood” (Rv.
1:5). Amen! Jesus suffered and
died under the hands of religious
people. Religious and moral acts
cannot save human beings, only

Jesus Christ can save us.

Jesus calls us to come to the
cross, “If anyone wishes to come
after Me, he must deny himself,
and take up his cross and follow
Me" (v. 24). The way of the cross
is submission. Do you remember
Jesus’ prayer in the Garden of
Gethsemane? He prayed, “Father,
if You are willing, remove this
cup from Me; yet not My will, but
Yours be done™ (Lk. 22:42).
Although Jesus existed in the
form of God, He did not regard
equality with God a thing to be
grasped, “but emptied Himself,
taking the form of a bond-servant
and being made in the likeness of
men. Being found in appearance
as a man, He humbled Himself by
becoming obedient to the point of
death, even death on a cross”
(Phil. 2:6-8). Amen! Jesus gave

absolute sacrifice and absolute
service. He said, “For the Son of
Man is going to come in the glory
of His Father with His angels, and
will then repay every man
according to his deeds” (v. 27). In
other words, if you follow Jesus in
total faith He will recompense
you. He wants you to confess,
believe, and deny yourself to
Him. From there you will gain
resurrection from the dead. From
there is your hope! Jesus lived His
life here on earth totally in this

way in faith.

Do you want to follow Jesus?
Think about what He says, “For
whoever wishes to save his life
will lose it; but whoever loses his
life for My sake will find it. For
what will it profit a man if he
gains the whole world and forfeits
his soul? Or what will a man give
in exchange for his soul” (vs, 25-
26)? The way of the cross is for
resurrection, eternal life. Jesus
responded to Peter’s rejection by
saying, “Get behind Me, Satan!
You are a stumbling block to Me;
for you are not setting your mind
on God’s interests, but man’s” (v.
23). My dear friends, set your
mind on God's way. This way, the
way of the cross, will lead you to
glory. Amen i
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