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THE PURPOSE OF COMMUNION

“For I received from the Lord that which I also delivered to you, that the Lord Jesus in the night in which = |
He was betrayed took bread; “’and when He had given thanks, He broke it and said, “This is My body,
which is for you; do this in remembrance of Me.” --- ““So then, my brethren, when you come together

to eat, wait for one another. “If anyone is hungry, let him eat at home, so that you will not come together

for judgment. The remaining matters I will arrange when I come.
(I Corinthians 11:23~34)

learly the Lord's Supper was made by Jesus Christ Himself.

The Son of God prepared this Holy Communion service to
help believers stay focused and grounded in their faith. The
words He gave us concerning this very special time are
powerfully true, "Heaven and earth will pass away, but My
words will not pass away"(Mk. 13:31). Many things in this world
change or lose their meaning, but not God’'s word, “The grass
withers, the flower fades, but the word of our God stands
forever”(ls. 40:8). Jesus Christ's last meal was purposefully
planned to be at the time of the Passover dinner. He told His
disciples, “| have earnestly desired to eat this Passover with you
before | suffer; for | say to you, | shall never again eat it until it is
fulfilled in the kingdom of God“{Lk. 22:15~16). At this much
desired and spiritually significant Passover meal, Jesus changed
its. purpose. The Bible tells us, "And when He had taken some
bread and given thanks, He broke it and gave it to them, saying,
‘This is My body which is given for you; do this in remembrance
of Me.” And in the same way He took the cup after they had
eaten, saying, ‘This cup which is poured out for you is the new
covenant in My blood"“(Lk. 22:19~20), Jesus changed the
Passover Dinner into the Lord’s Supper, commonly called
Communion. What is the purpose of Communion?

The purpose of Communion is to remember the suffering and
death of Jesus Christ. Today's Bible passage says, “and when
He had given thanks, He broke it and said, 'This is My body,
which is for you; do this in remembrance of Me." In the same
way He took the cup also after supper, saying, ‘This cup is the
new covenant in My blood; do this, as often as you drink it, in
remembrance of Me'“(1 Cor. 11:24~25). Jesus used the bread
and cup to represent His body and blood, which is His suffering
and death. The meaning of the cross comes to light. In their
deliverance from Egypt, the Passover was instituted when God'’s
people were instructed to eat an unblemished lamb and place its
blood on the entrance way into their homes (Ex. 12:3~13). In so
doing, the plague of death would pass over them. Jesus Christ is
the Lamb of God. When John the Baptist saw Jesus, he said,
“Behold, the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the
world! “(Jn. 1:29). Revelation 5:11~13 says, “Then | looked, and |
heard the voice of many angels around the throne and the living
creatures and the elders; and the number of them was myriads
of myriads, and thousands of thousands, saying with a loud
voice, ‘Worthy is the Lamb that was slain to receive power and
riches and wisdom and might and honor and glory and blessing.’
And every created thing which is in heaven and on the earth and
under the earth and on the sea, and all thin_gs in them, | heard

‘To Him who sits on the throne, and to the Lamb, be

saying,
blessing and henor and glory and dominion forever and ever.
Jesus died to forgive your sins and bring you eternal salvation.
Please remember His death and suffering before you partake in
Communion.

The purpose of Communion is to remember that Jesus Christ
is coming back. Today's Bible passage says, “For as often as you
eat this bread and drink the cup, you proclaim the Lord’s death
until He comes”(1 Cor. 11:26). Remembering Christ’s glory is
exciting! At every Communion we should remember that His
coming is closer and closer. 1 John 2:28 reminds us, “Now, little
children, abide in Him, so that when He appears, we may have
confidence and not shrink away from Him in shame at His
coming.” The Bible also tells us, "Be on guard, so that your
hearts will not be weighted down with dissipation and
drunkenness and the worries of life, and that day will not come
on you suddenly like a trap; for it will come upon all those who
dwell on the face of all the earth. But keep on the alert at all
times, praying that you may have strength to escape all these
things that are about to take place, and to stand before the Son
of Man"(Lk. 21:34~36). Are you ready? Please remember Jesus'
coming at every Communion.

The purpose of Communion is to examine your sinfulness.
Today’s Bible passage says, “Therefore whoever eats the bread
or drinks the cup of the Lord in an unworthy manner, shall be
guilty of the body and the blood of the Lord. But a man must
examine himself, and in so doing he is to eat of the bread and
drink of the cup. For he who eats and drinks, eats and drinks
judgment to himself if he does not judge the body rightly. For
this reason many among you are weak and sick, and a number
sleep. But if we judged ourselves rightly, we would not be
judged. But when we are judged, we are disciplined by the Lord
so that we will not be condemned along with the world”(1 Cor.
11:27~32). If you think you don't have sin in you, you are
deceiving yourself and the truth is notin you. 1 John 1:9 reminds
us, "If we confess our sins, He is faithful and righteous to
forgive us our sins and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness.”
The sinner who believes in Christ and confesses their sin is
forgiven and made righteous, “being justified as a gift by His
grace through the redemption which is in Christ Jesus"(Rom:,
3:24). Please remember to acknowledge your wrongdoings and
shortcomings, so that you can properly partake in Communion.

My dear friends, clearly look at Jesus' cross, clearly hope in His
coming, and clearly check your heart before coming to
Communion. &
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