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Sermon for next week

Great Bitterness

(Isaiah 38:16-17)

59T E

“Surely it was for my benefit that [ suffered such anguish. In your love

you kept me from the pit of destruction; you have put all my sins behind your back.”

thn Hezekiah became deathly
sick. he found out from God's
prophet. Isaiah. that he was to die very
soon. He fervently prayed to the Lord
and wept bitterly, God heard his prayer
and promised him an additional fifteen
years of life. After his illness and
recovery, Hezekiah wrote down his
prayer to the Lord (sce Isa. 38:10-20).
This beawiful prayer originated from
his experience of great bitterness. It is
a truly faithful prayer. It is a prayer
from a man whom God renewed and
encouraged through His Word. It is a
prayer filled with God's glory.
Hezckiah's experience of great
bitterness relates to all people. When
you face terrible situations, you need
to pray. Hezekiah prayed in pain with
faith. His humble actions brought
refreshment, reassurance. comfort, and
in the end the appearance of God’s
great glory.

Tremendous bitterness can be
useful. Dreadful situations definitely
effect you. From difficulties you can
gain a good education because
bitterness is useful. Look at the
beginning of verse 17, “Lo, for my
own welfarc I had great bitterness.”
Who's welfare? Hezekiah experienced
great bitterness because of his own
. Now, after his dangerous
experience with life and death, he has
peace. We, too, must confront
dangerous situations. Qur pride.
pressure from the world and strength
from other resources constantly
threaten us. We need protection
because our faith is easily shaken from
these things. Hezekiah prayed, “Lo.”
which behold. His life
absolutely changed. He didn’t walk
any middle ground. He emphasized
the huge physical and spiritual
bitterness of his soul, O Lord, by
these things men live, And in all these
is the life of my spirit: O restore me to
health and let me live™ (v. 16)!

When you read the start of verse
15, “What shall I say? For He has
spoken to me, and He Himself has
done it,” you realize how awful the
situation appears. But God saved
Hezekiah from bitterness, “It is You
wha has kept my soul from the pit of
nothingness, For You have cast all my
sins behind Your back™ (v. 17). From

means

nothing God saved his soul. Not only
that, but He threw away his sins.
Before God removed his sins,
Hezekiah repented! He really repented
through humble prayer and sincere
crying, He confidently prayed, “The
Lord will surely save me: So we will
play my songs on stringed instruments

You who has Kept my soul fiom the pit
of nothingness” (v, 17). God loves
your soul. He healed Hezekiah's
sickness. He saved his soul. He saved
him from the pit of nothingness! Only
He can save you from the desolate
place of death. No one else can do this.
There’s no person, place or thing in

But God saved Hezekiah from bitterness,

“It is You who has kept my soul

[from the pit of nothingness, For You have cast all my
sins behind Your back” (v. 17).
From nothing God saved his soul. Not only that,

but He threw away his sins.

Before God removed his sins, Hezekiah repented!

He really repented through humble

prayer and sincere crying. He confidently prayed,

“The Lord will surely save me;

So we will play my songs on stringed instruments
All the days of our life af the house
of the Lord” (v. 20)! Without doubt, Hezekiah

received salvation. He was saved from death.

Oh, how true it is when peace returns

within our hearts that praises to the Lord come back.

My dear brothers and sisters,

are you drinking from a bitter cup? You will have

restoration if you sincerely pray.

All the days of our life at the house of
the Lord™ (v. 20)! Without doubt,
Hezekiah received salvation. He was
saved from death. Oh, how true it is
when peace returns within our hearts
that praises to the Lord come back. My
dear brothers and
drinking from a bitter cup? You will
have restoration if you sincerely pray.
God’s saving hands will touch you!

No matter how bad or awful your
situation, when you pray God loves
you. He is a lover of salvatioin. “It is

ers, are you

this world out of this world, or around
this world that can save you from
death. God’s love isn’t unreal, it is
practiced and consistently acted out.
He made Hezekiah free, He forgave
him, He gave him new life. Amen!
God changed people perfectly. He
threw all of Hezekiah's sins behind His
back. What does- this mean? It means
that God completely forgave
Hezekiah. Hezekiah became a
righteous man from a terrible sinner.
God changed him from a terrible

situation to perfect peace. Today, God
changes you through your faith in
Jesus Christ from a terrible sinner to a
holy saint. Jesus takes all your heavy
burdens, all your sins! Amen! God
does it, “Tean’t do it your friends can’t
do it,” only God can do it! He casts
behind all your sins. Look at the cross
of Calvary. Jesus was the only one

crucified for all sin. He doesn't die a
thou d deaths for each sin we
commit, He died once and for all sin!
When we repent, our sin
and forgotten. At the place of
Golgotha, Jesus did it. He completely
sacrificed his life for the forgiveness of
sin.

My dear friends. listen to
Hezekiah’s prayer. Let’s have his
prayer in our hearts, Let's pray the
prayer of Hezekiah during our difficult
times. This church has a lot of painful
bitterness in it. 1 believe that
Hezekiah's God is the same as my
God. He doesn’t change, He still loves
us strongly. He is with us. He wants to
come into our hearts. As the world

progresses into the 21st century,
technology is forcing all kinds of
knowledge. knowledge and more
knowledge into our minds. I do believe
in an eternal God, Hezekiah's God,
David’s God, Daniel’s God and
Joshua’s God. He’s my God! He is the
One who has given His only begotten
Son, everything, in order for our sins
to be thrown behind. He wants to
forgive all who come to Him and
repent. Pray to Him. Ask Him. He is
complete love. He is perfect
righteousness. He is the only One who
can give forgiveness, perfect love and
perfect peace.

How great is your bitterness? Why
don’t you compare it to the cross of
Calvary? Your bitterness isn't bigger
than His. No. No. No. God
understands our bitterness. What
wonderful blessings we receive in
faith. The Holy Spirit wants to stay
with us. He uses our tongue. He makes
us able to pray to the Lord if we
humbly listen to Him. Don’t complain
while you have bitterness. just pray. It
is worth it! Amen! i
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