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Singing Amid Suffering

(Acts 16:25)

“But about midnight Paul and Silas were praying and singing hymns of praise to God,

uring their missionary visit to

Philippi, Paul and Silas were
seized by some angry business men
because they had cast out a demon
from a slave girl who was making
them much profit by her fortune
telling. The masters of this girl
forcibly took Paul and Silas before
the chief magistrates of the city.
They said, “These men are
throwing our city into confusion,
being Jews, and are proclaiming
customs which it is not lawful for us
to accept or to observe, being
Romans™ (vs. 20-21). Judaism was
not a prohibited religion but
propagating it was regarded as a
menace. Paul and Silas were
regarded as Jews, since, at this time,
the Romans considered Christianity
to be a Jewish religion. The crowd
and the chief magistrates rose up
together against Paul and Silas and
had them beaten with rods, many
times, and then thrown into prison
and chained. And around midnight,
what were Paul and Silas doing?
‘Were they crying and having a pity
party? Were they obsessed with
anger over the injustice done to
them? Were they shaking with fear
over the danger they were in? Were
they so busy caring for themselves
that they hadn’t time for anything
else? Were they praying and
singing?

“But about midnight Paul and
Silas were praying and singing
hymns of praise to God, and the
prisoners were listening to them” (v.
25). How can these two men sing at
midnight after being severely
beaten and imprisoned? How can
they praise God in the midst of such
a terrible situation? Can you do
that? Here Paul and Silas sit in a
horrible Roman dungeon with
bloody and sore bodies. How can
they sing, especially victory songs?

and the prisoners were listening to them.”

How can you? So many good
Christians of today find themselves
in similar circumstances of
adversity, but they don’t sing.
Instead, they are depressed and they
despair. They doubt and question.
They get angry. They get fearful.
They fall into self pity. Some even
seek lawyers for their defense of
innocence. Paul and Silas praised
God in their dangerous, dark, and
serious situation. They had no
earthly hope in this strange place
where everybody hated them. But
they decided in this situation, at
midnight, to praise God.

In a certain sense, their
missionary work and witness ended.
Their journey to proclaim the
Gospel was cut-off. Indeed, up to
this time they had proclaimed the
Gospel and healed sick people. The
result that they were
persecuted, beaten, and thrown into
jail. Their purpose stopped, and yet
they still praised God, “For this
reason, therefore, 1 requested to see
you and to speak with you, for I am
wearing this chain for the sake of
the hope of Israel” (Acts 28:20).
Amen! Paul truly believed that the
chains around his feet in this prison

was

were for the hope of Israel. This
was Paul's heart. He knew it was
going to come. It didn’t bother him.
He still sang.

Paul and Silas didn’t know what
was going to happen to them
tomorrow. Certainly, considering
that the first day entailed severe
beatings, perhaps on the second day
the Romans would kill them. From
the start, they already had big
trouble. But they didn’t know what
was going to happen. Nobody told
them or advised them. They had no
money or authority, But as a
believer,  whenever Paul
experienced trouble or was on trial,

He was always happy. Trials faced
with joy result in endurance.
“Consider it all joy, my brethren,
when you encounter various trials”
(Jam. 1:2)! Believers can rejoice in
suffering, “So they went on their
way from the presence of the
Council, rejoicing that they had
been considered worthy to suffer
shame for His name” (Acts 5:41).
Listen to Paul’s assurance of joy.
“Great is my confidence in you;
great is my boasting on your behalf.
I am filled with comfort; I am
overflowing with joy in all our
affliction” (2 Cor. 7:4). Amen! In all
affliction believers can rejoice.

It's not just Paul and Silas who
must face adversity. In this life we
all come to the midnight hour.
When that hour comes and all is
black, will you sing? When your
heart cries out in grief over the
death of a loved one, can you sing?
When you are falsely accused and
lied about, will you sing? When you
are persecuted for Christ’s sake and
severely tempted, can you sing? So
many fear the night. So many shout
for joy when the sun is shining but
sigh when the dark shade of night
falls. So many dread what
tomorrow may bring. They weep,
worry, and wallow in depression.
Can you sing at midnight?

My dear friend, can you truly
sing at midnight? Do you believe in
Jesus? He is alive and on your side!
Even when it seems like you're
standing in the middle of Sodom
and Gomorrah, and the whole world
is seeking after the glory of material
wealth, and you're the only one
taking the cross, you can praise
Him. When people laugh and
ridicule you because of your
lifestyle, can you praise Him for
that? Can you praise Him when
people give you such a hard time?

Hold to your heart this tune, “T will
remember my song in the night; 1
will meditate with my heart. And
my spirit ponders” (Ps. 77:6). When
your body is all mingled by blood.
your spirit can be fresh. “For this
reason I also suffer these things, but
I am not ashamed; for I know
whom I have believed and I am
convinced that He is able to guard
what I have entrusted to Him until
that day” (2 Tim, 2:12). For the
Gospel, for this reason, we can
stake our faith and find joy. Peter
proclaims, “casting all your anxiety
on Him, because He cares for you™
(1 Pet. 5:7). Amen! It really matters
to God concerning you! Paul also
proclaims, “And we know that God
causes all things to work together
for good to those who love God, to
those who are called according to
His purpose” (Rm. 8:28).

Even if the world cuts you off,
bruises you, insults you. and
persecutes you, as a believer you
can sing in any situation. Listen to
the words of Psalm 30:4&5, “Sing
praise to the Lord, you His godly
ones, And give thanks to His holy
name. For His anger is but for a
moment, His favor is for a lifetime;
Weeping may last for the night. But
a shout of joy comes in the
morning.” Your situation may be
hard, you may have a lot of
religious, political, moral, and
spiritual trials ahead, just believe in
Jesus Christ. He will be with you.
He has all victory! Have eternal
hope so that whatever situation you.
find yourself in, you can praise the
Lord and shake the heavenly realm.
Loved ones, trust in the Lord with
all your heart and all will be well.
God is in control! Praise Him
always!!'|
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