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Thanksgiving week in which the meaning of gratitude is ruminated on is
absolutely necessary since saints can lead good lives of faith by giving
thanks well. Celebrating Thanksgiving week, I hope the restoration of grat-
itudes will be present to saints who forgot thanks and the deeper gratitudes
to saints who practice lives of thanks well, too. A while ago, I was asked a
question about the strong merits and characteristics of our church. I ap-
preciate that the church which has abundant heritage to inherit to the next
generation and is especially loved by God, and whose owner is God is our
church. "and through him to reconcile to himself all things, whether on
earth or in heaven, making peace by the blood of his cross.(Col 1:20)"
Praise toward Jesus is recorded more magnificently In Colossians than in
the song of John 1:1-14, which I love, and in the song of Philippians 2: 5-11,
which says, 'have the same mindset as Christ Jesus. It is a natural conclu-
sion that there are bountiful lessons about gratitude in Colossians, which is
not only a spiritually profoundest and most unfathomable book but also a
book filled with Jesus-centered lessons. That's why welcoming Thanksgiv-

ing, I'd like to share three lessons about gratitude Colossians emphasizes.

Gratitude for salvation

"giving thanks to the Father, who has qualified you to share in the inheri-
tance of the saints in light.(Col 1:12)" The first condition of gratitude for
saints is gratitude for salvation they have received. "For by grace you have
been saved through faith. And this is not your own doing; it is the gift of
God,(Eph 2:8)" It's because salvation is not what we've won with our force
but a gift from God. "He has delivered us from the domain of darkness and
transferred us to the kingdom of his beloved Son, in whom we have re-
demption, the forgiveness of sins.(Col 1:13-14)" The sight that God picked
us up from the domain of darkness at once and transferred delightfully to
the kingdom of his Son is a moving declaration of salvation. Since saints
obtained a part of the inheritance, that is, the heirship of the kingdom of
his Son by being transferred to the kingdom of the Son, saints cannot but
thank God who fills them overflowingly. This is because God allows us un-
imaginably great grace like the sea of rippling waves, unlike the amount of
water left after drifting away from between fingers when we scoop up the
sea water with both hands full at the seaside. "Though the fig-tree does not
bud and there are no grapes on the vines, though the olive crop fails and
the fields produce no food, though there are no sheep in the sheepfold and
no cattle in the stalls, yet I will rejoice in the Lord, I will be joyful in God
my Saviour.(Hab 3:17-18)" It can be said that the condition for gratitude is
enough if we have been transferred to the kingdom of his Son and re-
ceived the inheritance of God, even though we do not have other things

including materials in this world,

Maturation of faith through gratitude

"So then, just as you received Christ Jesus as Lord, continue to live your
lives in him, rooted and built up in him, strengthened in the faith as you
were taught, and overflowing with thankfulness.(Col 2:6-7)" The confession,
“You are the Messiah, the Son of the living God. is the greatest confession
of faith which saints can offer. It's because after receiving Jesus as our mas-
ter, we can receive the Holy Spirit. Saints should be rooted in Jesus and
built up and strengthened in the faith as they were taught, and lead lives
overflowing with thankfulness. I hope you believe that to acknowledge
Christ is the master of saints' lives and lead Jesus-centered lives is the rudi-
ment of faith and the way overflowing with thankfulness. If so, what is the
method of receiving gratitude? "I want you to know how hard I am con-
tending for you and for those at Laodicea, and for all who have not met me
personally. My goal is that they may be encouraged in heart and united in

love, so that they may have the full riches of complete understanding, in

Sermon in English Translation

Rev. Kyu Sam Han

order that they may know the mystery of God, namely, Christ, in whom
are hidden all the treasures of wisdom and knowledge. I tell you this so
that no one may deceive you by fine-sounding arguments. For though I
am absent from you in body, I am present with you in spirit and delight to
see how disciplined you are and how firm your faith in Christ is.(Col 2:1-5)"
To accept Jesus as the Lord in life and be thankful implies putting on
Christ. Gratitude arises plentifully within us when we put on Christ and act

in Jesus.

Gratitude, the character of saints

"And let the peace of Christ rule in your hearts, to which indeed you
were called in one body. And be thankful. Let the word of Christ dwell in
you richly, teaching and admonishing one another in all wisdom, singing
psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, with thankfulness in your hearts to
God.(vs 15-16)" The special lesson about gratitude emphasized through Co-
lossians chapter 3 is realized at last through the deep meditation of the
words. The Apostle Paul does not command to thank. Nor does he propose
away of giving thanks. Paul just exhorts 'to become a person giving thanks'
It means that gratitude must become our character and that the lives of
saints must be filled with praises and thanks. The life that exalts God from
the heart and that is filled with fullness God gives, though not melodious
praises through lips, is the appearance of saints whose character is grati-
tude. "And whatever you do, in word or deed, do everything in the name of
the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God the Father through him.(v.17)" A saint
is a being who gives thanks in all circumstances in the name of Christ.
When I was young, one of the lessons I received from my father among a
few lessons that I still remember, is "You have to be ordinary to be extraor-
dinary. You have to learn the extraordinariness in the midst of the ordi-
nariness". I think it is the very life of a saint giving thanks.

The place where grumbles and complaints that are contrasted with grat-
itudes appear most in the Bible is Exodus and Numbers which recorded
the lives of the Israelites in the wilderness. Grumbles and complaints
caused by difficult circumstances tend to lead to disobedience, so we can
be aware that a life obedient to God is maintained through gratitude. I
hope you believe that God the Father who establishes, keeps, and com-
pletes the covenant is trustworthy. The reason that we are able to obey God
is because He is trustworthy. The good person who says, Seek the things
that are above(Col 3:1), Put to death what is earthly in you(Col 3:5), You
have put off the old self(Col 3:9), Have put on the new self, which is being
renewed in knowledge after the image of its creator(col 8:10), is Our God.
To become those who give thanks to 'God, we should let the peace of
Christ rule in us, bear with each other, and forgive one another. To bear
with each other is a heart that accepts each other, and to forgive one an-
other is to think of someone favorably. When I ministered as a professor in
U. S. A., students were all poor in English, so on marking the answer
sheets, there were not a few answer sheets near to failure, however, when I
saw them with bearing and forgiving heart, I could find correct answers
even among them. When we remember Jesus who forgave and bore with
us even when we had complaints, we can become heartily thankful. Thank-
ful for salvation that has been granted, I bless in the Lord that we all be-
come saints deeply rooted in Christ and that gratitude becomes the char-
acter of our lives.
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