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Have to Live a Meaningless Life
(Ecclesiastes 7:15-22, 29)

There are some bridles in life that no one can avoid. However, even
though you are in a secure state, while you are worrying about whether it
would be all right to live like this, or whether this way in which you go on
now would be correct, or what your toiling and striving to mean, you can
feel meaningless about the fundamental problems of life. Ecclesiastes teach-
es wisdom about how to lead a life in the meaninglessness in which all the
values fall down. Even though he was born as a prince and blessed with suc-
ceeding to the kingship and receiving supreme wisdom, and did everything
he wanted to do, Solomon records in Ecclesiastes that everything in his life
was meaningless. And besides, he was not a person who pursued meaning-
less values. He succeeded in the work through planning and building strate-
gies by means of outstanding wisdom and gained naturally followed wealth,
and enjoyed gathering with loving people and laughing at one another. He
professes through Ecclesiastes that he invented and discovered many things,
and wrote many books, which is only toilsome. And he also talks about the
reason why he feels life is meaningless and the way of living life meaning-
fully.

Death, how to live when times are good and when times are bad.

"It is better to go to a house of mourning than to go to a house of feast-
ing,for death is the destiny of everyone; the living should take this to
heart."(Eccl 7:2).

The writer of Ecclesiastes says to go to a house of mourning and share
sorrow together is better than the pleasure of a house of feasting. "The heart
of the wise is in the house of mourning, but the heart of fools is in the house
of pleasure."(Eccl 7:4). One of the good cultures of our church is to take
charge of the funeral with wholeheartedness whenever it happens in each
parish. It often takes place that through this the bereaved family are con-
soled and restore the faith. We can realize the wisdom through which we
understand what the sorrow that takes a considerable part of our lives is and
how we overcome the sorrow essentially. "A good name is better than fine
perfume, and the day of death better than the day of birth."(Eccl 7:1). The Bi-
ble compares name with ointment by parallelism. It emphasizes the truth
that a good name that has traces of living an upright life is much more im-
portant than fine perfume symbolizing a luxurious and sophisticated life. It
is an exhortation that encourages us to think deeply about living by what to
hold on to when life seems to be meaningless. The writer of Ecclesiastes
proclaims there is a limit like death in life, and says that the true wisdom is
the wisdom for living within that limit and also the wisdom to be used as a
driving force of life. "The lines are fallen unto me in pleasant places; yea, I
have a goodly heritage."(Ps 16:6). God gave us an inheritance, that is, the
place to live in. To realize we can dwell within the fence God assigned and
stay there is wisdom. That's why the writer of Ecclesiastes says we can find
amazing joy in things from a trivial daily life. "And people should eat and
drink and enjoy the fruits of their labor, for these are gifts from God."(Eccl
3:13). It's because the simplest thing in life, to eat and drink is also a gift from
God. "Behold, what I have seen to be good and fitting is to eat and drink and
find enjoyment in all the toil with which one toils under the sun the few days
of his life that God has given him, for this is his lot."(Eccl 5:18). There is also
contained the amazing blessing of God in a lot of toils in living a life. "Enjoy
life with your wife, whom you love, all the days of this meaningless life that
God has given you under the sun—all your meaningless days. For this is
your lot in life and in your toilsome labor under the sun"(Eccl 9:9). The fact
that we can live together with precious family symbolized by the wife as well

as loving people around us is also a gift from God.

"When times are good, be happy; but when times are bad, consider this:

God has made the one as well as the other. therefore, no one can discover

Rev. Kyu Sam Han

anything about their future.'(Eccl 7:14). One more reason of reasons that life
seems to be meaningless is that we do now know when bad times will come.
The writer of Ecclesiastes says about this, when times are good, be happy;
but when times are bad, consider this. There are eagle protection, crow pro-
tection, and fence protection in the methods through which God protects
his people within the covenant with Him, and when times are bad, we
should consider why the bad times have come to us over the fence that God
protects. When we consider why God allowed for bad times to come to us,
lots of problems of life can be solved and we can trust in God continuously.
The problem is that we do not consider when times are bad, and we are not
happy when times are good. Not a few people do not feel happy because
they are haughty when times are good, or because they are worried about
the bad times that have not come yet. "Do not say, “Why were the old days
better than these?” For it is not wise to ask such questions."(Eccl 7:10). In the
past, I served a couple of immigrant churches in the United States. After
that, [ tried to avoid visiting them as much as possible, but when I happened
to visit them, members there welcomed me saying, "I miss the times when
Pastor ministered to us’, which I would enjoy, but immediately I realized I
was not so wise. It's because you can keep the good memory of the past

within you as it is, but it's not wise to live bound by the memory.

"In this meaningless life of mine I have seen both of these: the righteous
perishing in their righteousness, and the wicked living long in their wicked-
ness.'(v.15). The Bible says people can feel meaninglessness in the features of
life which do not become as they expected to do. They also feel discouraged
at the righteous perishing and the wicked living a long life. "Do not be over-
righteous, neither be overwise—why destroy yourself?"(v.16). About this, Sol-
omon instructs us not to be overrighteous. It is not the exhortation of not
being righteous but the exhortation of not pretending to be righteous. It's
because the true wisdom comes from that we recognize we do not know
well. "It is good to grasp the one and not let go of the other. Whoever fears
God will avoid all extremes.'(v.18). The wisest method of being out of life's
meaninglessness is the life of fearing God. Ecclesiastes 3 says, There is a
time for everything, but because we do not know it, in the end, we live a life
of fearing God, and the last chapter 12 says 'to fear God is the most beneficial
way of life and the way to follow God' When we fear God, we can be out of a

countless number of meaninglessness of life.

The Bible does not see life from only an optimistic perspective. The writ-
er of Psalms who is wailing without finding answers for a long time and Job
who is living receiving the challenge of confusing life from surroundings are
the proof. But the Bible does not see life from a pessimistic perspective, and
nowhere discusses the meaninglessness of life. Rather, the Bible emphasizes
we can enjoy the pleasure of life from the simplicity of daily life, and the
fear of God is the best way of doing it. It is because even eating and drinking
every day has the grace of making us feel new. When we meet Jesus person-
ally by eating his body and drinking his blood, our lives change. Simple
things in daily life are felt new and our lives become dynamic by making
companionship with Jesus. The best way of fearing God is to meet Jesus.
When you meet Jesus, you come to know how brilliantly the end of the
world opens. I bless that a new life is taking place in Jesus and in the midst of
the heart of fearing Jesus every day.
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