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Sermon for Next Sunda

NINEVEH REPENTS

“Jonah obeyed the word of the LORD and went to Nineveh.
Now Nineveh was a very important city--a visit required three days.
“Qn the first day, Jonah started into the city. He proclaimed: “Forty more days and Nineveh will be overturned.” -
©“Who knows? God may yet relent and with compassion turn from his fierce anger so that we will not perish.”
“When God saw what they did and how they turned from their evil ways,

he had compassion and did not bring upon them the destr:

here are literally tens of thousands of churches throughout the world,
but in the city of Nineveh during Jonah's day there were none, no not
one. The first time God called Jonah, an Israelite, to go and preach to the
people of Nineveh he refused, “The word of the Lord came to Jonah son of
Amittai: ‘Go to the great city of Nineveh and preach against it, because its
wickedness has come up before me.” But Jonah ran away from the Lord
and headed for Tarshish. He went down to Joppa, where he found a ship
bound for that port. After paying the fare, he went aboard and sailed for
Tarshish to flee from the Lord"(Jon. 1:1~3). God prepared a big fish to
change Jonah's mind, "But the Lord provided a great fish to swallow Jonah,
and Jonah was inside the fish three days and three nights”(Jon. 1:17).
Jonah repented and God gave him a second chance to preach His message,
which miraculously revived all the people of Nineveh. Do we need a revival
today? We probably have no idea how much we need to repent because of
our sinfulness. We have numerous churches and preachers, but little
repentance. Nineveh had no church and only one preacher for a short time
with a very short message, but the whole city repented. Listen carefully,
like Nineveh, we are also in the count down to total destruction, and the
zero hour may be upon us. Let's look carefully at Nineveh's repentance.
God sent Jonah to preach to the people of Nineveh, “Jonah obeyed the
word of the Lord and went to Nineveh. Now Nineveh was a very important
city—a visit required three days. On the first day, Jonah started into the city.
He proclaimed: 'Forty more days and Nineveh will be overturned.” The
Ninevites believed God. They declared a fast, and all of them, from the
greatest to the least, put on sackcloth”(Jon 3:3~5). Although Nineveh was a
three day walk, Jonah only did a one day walk. He preached a short
message (one sentence) in a short period of time. Right now, churches
around the world have pastors who preach an average of forty minutes to
try and make people understand. Does anyone repent? Jonah was an
unlikeable stranger to Nineveh because of his Jewish heritage, and he came
to them with a very harsh message from God. Amazingly, they believed
Jonah. They didn't ask why God wanted to destroy them in forty days, but
rather knew deep down in their hearts something was terribly wrong. This
evil city didn‘t have satellite television, radio programs, or electronic public
announcement systems. They had approximately 600,000 residents within a
sixty mile radius who had spent the majority of their lives preoccupied in
sinful pursuits. When the unwelcome man came to their place with a short
message of coming judgment, one might think the Ninevites had extremely
limited opportunity. Not so!l The plain, short, and simple message was
understood! Everyone got it! For the past fourteen years, I've been
preaching the gospel message to you and in every single worship service |
have been crying for you to repent. I've told you that you are a sinner and
have no righteousness within yourself. I've asked you to please, please
deny yourself, take your cross, and follow Jesus, but always your pride and
your money come first, I'm so envious of the Ninevite's situation, and love
how these people listened. Have you recently listened to the news? Our
country and surrounding neighbors are full of sinfulness, but we don’t hear
the sermon,
The king of Nineveh repented, “When the news reached the king of
Nineveh, he rose from his throne, took off his royal robes, covered himself
with sackcloth and sat down in the dust. Then he issued a proclamation in

tion he had thr d. (Jonah 3:3~10)

Nineveh: By the decree of the king and his nobles: Do not let any man or
beast, herd or flock, taste anything; do not let them eat or drink” (Jon
3:6~7). This king didn't hear Jonah’s message directly, he heard it through
the grapevine. Even this king's heart had room for God’s word. He ordered
the animals to repent. What an amazing happening! A true miracle. The
devil's people never had the chance to hear God's sermon, and then when
they do it's delivered very quickly to them by someone they don't like and
it's very short and it's only heard by some. This poor sermon that was only
heard once by a few Ninevites changed the entire city. The news reached
the king and he believed Israel's God. Do you realize how hard it is for the
privileged to repent? This rich, young ruler had wealth, power, and success
without having to do anything. A stranger comes to town and the news of
his message not only reaches the king's ear but changes the king's heart.
Paul went before several prominent leaders delivering the gospel with
tearful sincerity, and they all dismissed it. King Agrippa said to Paul, “Do you
think that in such a short time you can persuade me to be a Christian?"(Ac.
26:28). Repentance is unusual for the rich and powerful. The king of
Nineveh discovered riches and power were not enough; he needed
righteousness and peace. He realized that servants weren't enough; he
needed salvation. The king of Nineveh moved the whole city to repentance.
What a miracle!

The people of Nineveh prayed, “But let man and beast be covered with
sackcloth, Let everyone call urgently on God. Let them give up their evil
ways and their violence. Who knows? God may yet relent and with
compassion turn from his fierce anger so that we will not perish. When God
saw what they did and how they turned from their evil ways, he had
compassion and did not bring upon them the destruction he had
threatened"(Jon. 3:8~10). The people of Nineveh turned from their
wickedness and cried out to the Lord, and just as God promised Solomon,
He forgave them, “if my people, who are called by my name, will humble
themselves and pray and seek my face and turn from their wicked ways,
then will | hear from heaven and will forgive their sin and will heal their
land”(2 Chr. 7:14). The peép'e of Nineveh obeyed and repented, and even
made their animals repent. Even Jesus took notice of their wonderful
contrition when He used them as an example to the Pharisees and teachers
of the law, “The men of Nineveh will stand up at the judgment with this
generation and condemn it; for they repented at the preaching of Jonah, and
now one greater than Jonah is here”(Mt. 12:41). Today's sermon is titled
“Nineveh Repents”, and | really love this sermon but | long to change the
title to “Choong Hyun” repents. Nineveh repented and God saved them,
and if we repent | know God will save us. Too many people in this church
want to work at changing things with their own effort and bright ideas.
God's not happy with that, and He's not interested in our capabilities. The
Lord God is interested in changing the destination of our souls.

My dear friends, do you believe in Jesus Christ? What is it that you
actually believe? Please know that Jesus died for your sins, and He asks
you to come to Him by faith. If we come, He will give our weary souls rest.
Let’s deny ourselves, deny our pride, deny our personal achievements and
successes, and just confess to the Lord that we are sinners in need of His
forgiveness. If we come to the Lord like this, He will be there. Let's repent
now and really live for God's glory. Amen. |
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