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THEY SAW THESE MEN

« ®Therefore, I make a decree that any people, nation or tongue that speaks anything offensive
against the God of Shadrach, Meshach and Abed-nego shall be torn limb from limb and their houses
reduced to a rubbish heap, inasmuch as there is no other god who is able to deliver in this way.
(Daniel 3:27-29)

| Sermon for Next Sunday |

‘hese men were Shadrach, Meshach and Abed-nego. Three humans

who had their own dreams, desires, and visions, but were the most
happiest men because they had returned to God and saw Him as
Creator. Most people are searching for something, like money,
marriage, family, health, career opportunities, and fame. They want
something, but the happiest people say, “God is good. God is great”.
Whoever can confess that, no matter what the situation or
circumstance, is truly the happiest person. Every place on this earth
has problems, but if you can still believe in the bottom of your heart
that God.is good and great, if you can honestly confess that, you have
amazing grace. Most people seek out others because they want
something from them. Jesus comes to you because He wants to give
you something. Jesus said, "The thief comes only to steal and kill and
destroy; | came that they may have life, and have it abundantly”(Jn.
10:10). If you receive what Jesus freely offers, you can say, "God is
good. God is great”.

Shadrach, Meshach, and Abed-nego had this grace. They were the
happiest men, even though they were slaves in a foreign nation. King
Nebuchadnezzar promoted them to high positions within his kingdom
because of their gifts. They obtained economical, political, and public
power, However, when the king required them to bow down to his
expansive and expensive golden image, they refused. Everyone was
required to worship his image at the sound of the music. There were
no exceptions. Under the king's decree, whoever did not fall down and
worship would be cast into the midst of a furnace of blazing fire, but
these three men could not obey.

When Nebuchadnezzar heard that three of his top administrators
disobeyed his decree, he called for them and asked them if what he
had heard were true, emphasizing that any disobedience from them
would lead to them being immediately cast into the midst of a furnace
of blazing fire. He even asked them, “What god is there who can
deliver you out of my hands?” Shadrach, Meshach and Abed-nego
answered, "0 Nebuchadnezzar, we do not need to give you an answer
concerning this matter. If it be so, our God whom we serve is able to
deliver us from the furnace of blazing fire; and He will deliver us out of
your hand, O king. But even if He does not, let it be known to you, O
king, that we are not going to serve your gods or worship the golden
image that you have set up”(Dn. 3:16-18). As God's chosen people,
these three men bravely stood against the king. They accepted
punishment over compromise. They preferred to walk forward in
danger with God, rather than stay put in safety without Him.

Heaven and earth may pass away, but Jesus will never change. The
whole world may throw you out, but Jesus will always be with you.
Sometimes life's situations require you to make a choice between
God's ways and man’s ways. Can you stand up for God's ways? Jesus
prayed, “| am no more in the world; and yet they themselves are in the
world, and | come to You, Holy Father, keep them in Your name, the
name which You have given Me, that they may be one even as We

are”(Jn. 17:11). Daniel 3:21-23 tells us, “Then these men were tied up
in their trousers, their coats, their caps and their other clothes, and
were cast into the midst of the furnace of blazing fire. For this reason,
because the king's command was urgent and the furnace had been
made extremely hot, the flame of the fire slew those men who carried
up Shadrach, Meshach and Abed-nego. But these three men,
Shadrach, Meshach, and Abed-nego, fell into the midst of the furnace
of blazing fire still tied up.” Even though the king had these men tied to
their clothes so that they could easily burn, they were not merely
earthly men, but heavenly men. Even though the king had the furnace
burn seven times hotter than normal, these men of God did not
compromise.

King Nebuchadnezzar discovered something important, “Look! | see
four men loosed and walking about in the midst of the fire without
harm, and the appearance of the fourth is like a son of the gods”(Dn.
3:25)! There is a great witness to the miracle. As three men came out
of the firg, all the royal representatives saw. them. Daniel 3:27 says,
“The satraps, the prefects, the governors and the king's high officials
gathered around and saw in regard to these men that the fire had no
effect on the bodies of these men nor was the hair of their head
singed, nor were their trousers damaged, nor had the smell of fire even
come upon them.” Oh, He walks with me and He talks with me, and
He tells me | am His own, and the joy we share as we tarry there,
none other has ever known... Their bodies were not hurt. Their faces
shined with pleasure and victory. The king responded, “Blessed be the
God of Sharach, Meshach and Abed-nego, who has sent His angel and
delivered His servants who put their trust in Him, violating the kings’
command, and yielded up their bodies so as not to serve or worship
any god except their own God"(v. 28). He even made a new decree,
that read, “any people, nation or tongue that speaks anything offensive
against the God of Shadrach, Meshach and Abed-nego shall be torn
limb from limb and their houses reduced to a rubbish heap, inasmuch
as there is no other god who is able to deliver in this way”(v. 29). He
praised the Lord God and proclaimed that Israel's God was the real
God, the true religion of man.,

My dear friend, as you live out this short life, do other people see
your God as the only true God? Human fire is amazingly strong, but
with the presence of God it cannot burn heavenly believers. When the
angel of the Lord appeared to Moses in a blazing fire from the midst of
a bush, Moses noticed that the bush was burning with fire, yet the
bush was not consumed. The Lord told him, “Do not come near here;
remove your sandals from your feset, for the place on which you are
standing is holy ground”(Ex. 3:5). The whole world is watching you.
What are you showing them? Are you God's chosen? Are you a true
Christian? Please, be humble and confess to the Lord to forgive your
sins through His blood. Become His child, and live by your faith only.
Then, wherever you go, other people will look at you and confess that
your God is the only God, and that you are His. Amen. W
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