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Sermon for Next Sunda

DAVID & MEPHIBOSHETH

Then David said, “Is there yet anyone left of the house of Saul, that I may show him kindness for
Jonathan’s sake?” “Now there was a servant of the house of Saul whose name was Ziba, and they called
him to David; and the king said to him, “Are you Ziba?” And he said, “I am your servant.” -
WMephibosheth had a young son whose name was Mica. And all who lived in the house of Ziba were
servants to Mephibosheth. "”So Mephibosheth lived in Jerusalem, for he ate at the king’s table regularly.
Now he was lame in both feet. (2 Samuel 9:1~13)

ephibosheth was the son of Jonathan, and the grandson of

Saul. Saul was the first king of Israel who failed miserably
at his anointed position. During his entire kingship, Israel
underwent severe wars with the Philistines because of Saul. The
Israelites lived with the rumors and sounds of war, with killing and
earthquakes, and going without food. Their living environment was
not that much different from ours of today. Every day in the news
we hear about killings, wars, famines, flooding, and terror attacks.
Regarding the signs of the end of this age, the Bible tells us. "You
will be hearing of wars and rumers of wars. See that you are not
frightened, for thase things must take place, but that is not yet the
end. For nation will rise against nation, and kingdom against
kingdom, and in various places there will be famines and
earthquakes” (Mt. 24:6~7). Qur world has no peace. God touched
the heart of a young shepherd, David, and anointed him to be
Israel's king. "Now therefore, thus you shall say to My servant
David, ‘Thus says the LORD of hosts, “l took you from the
pasture, from following the sheep, to be ruler over My people
Israel, | have been with you wherever you have gone and have cut
off all your enemies from before you; and | will make you a great
name, like the names of the great men who are on the earth. Your
house and your kingdom shall endure before Me forever; your
throne shall be established forever”'"{2 Sam. 7:8~9,16). David
was weak, but God made his kingdom strong. Saul repeatedly
tried to kill David, but David escaped each incident. After Saul's
death and David's conquests for the kingdom of Israel, he turned
around and asked a question. “Is there yet anyone left of the
house of Saul, that | may show him kindness for Jonathan’s
sake?”(2 Sam. 9:1). David’s heart was filled with loyal love for his
friend Jonathan, and deeply desired to help any of his unfortunate
descendants. His heart in this matter reminds us of God's heart
toward us.

Mephibosheth was a man with lame feet. The Bible tells us.
"Now there was a servant of the house of Saul whose name was
Ziba, and they called him to David; and the king said to him, ‘Are
you Ziba?' And he said, ‘| am your servant.’ The king said, 'Is there
not yet anyone of the house of Saul to whom | may show the
kindness of God?' And Ziba said to the king, ‘There is still a son of
Jonathan who is crippled in both feet'”(2 Sam. 9:2~3). During
Saul's fall, the nation of Israel was in turmeil, and Jonathan's son
suffered a terrible accident at the hands of his nurse. “Now
Jonathan, Saul's son, had a son crippled in his feet. He was five
years old when the repart of Saul and Jonathan came from
Jezreel, and his nurse took him up and fled. And it happened that
in her hurry to flee, he fell and became lame. And his name was
Mephibosheth”(2 Sam. 4:4). We are all like Mephibesheth, “for all
have sinned and fall short of the glory of God"(Rom. 3:23). We

never practice our faith rightly. Galatians 5:19~21 warns us. “Now
the deeds of the flesh are evident, which are: immorality, impurity,
sensuality, idolatry, sorcery, enmities, strife, jealousy, outbursts of
anger, disputes, dissensions, factions, envying, drunkenness,
carousing, and things like these, of which | forewarn you, just as |
have forewarned you, that those who practice such things will not
inherit the kingdom of Ged.” Mephibosheth was lame for life., His
fear was to one day face the king, because it was the custom for
all members of a previous dynasty to be killed. His real life
circumstances were like a picture of a sinner running from God,
unhappy, and without hope.

The king sent an invitation to a man of lame feet. “Then King
David sent and brought him from the house of Machir the son of
Ammiel, from Lo-debar”(2 Sam. 9:5). Finally, that knock which
Mephibosheth had dreaded came to his door. For maost of his life
he hid, and lived under terrible conditions. The town he lived in,
Lo-debar, meant a place with no pasture. Mephibosheth never
expected a king's invitation for his good. He came to David and
“fell on his face and prostrated himself. And David said,
‘Mephibosheth.’ And he said, "Here is your servant!"”(2 Sam. 9:6).
The king called Mephibosheth by his first name and said to him.
“Do not fear, for | will surely show kindness to you for the sake of
your father Jonathan, and will restore to you all the land of your
grandfather Saul; and you shall eat at my table regularly”(2 Sam.
9:7). King David took away his fears, blessed him, restored to him
that which he had lost, and gave him satisfaction and security.
Mephibosheth had to be surprised, just like everyone who comes
to Jesus Christ. Jesus invites everyone. "Come to Me, all who are
weary and heavy-laden, and | will give you rest”(Mt. 11:28). Jesus
gives us peace and eternal life.

Mephibosheth sat at the king's table with his lame feet. King
David gave him everything he had lost from his earthly father. He
was even invited to eat at the king’s table in a position as one of
David's own sons. "So Mephibosheth ate at David's table as one
of the king's sons”(2 Sam. 9:11). He was invited to dwell in the
king’s city, Jerusalem,.the city of peace. He continued to be lame
in both his feet, but now these lame feet were under the king's
table. “So Mephibosheth lived in Jerusalem, for he ate at the
king’s table regularly. Now he was lame in both feet”(2 Sam. 9:13)
At the king's table no one could see his weakness, only his glory.

My dear friends, God seeks to do you kindness for Jesus' sake.
Please respond to His invitation, and place your lame feet under
God's table. Like Mephibosheth, we are all lost and broken. QOur
fellowship with God can only be restored through Jesus. Without
doubt, when you accept God's invitation you will find tremendous
peace and comfort. Moreover, you will receive everlasting love and
life. Amen. 4
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