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| Sermon for Next Sunday |

STAND IN THE GOSPEL

“Now I make known to you, brethren, the gospel which I preached to you, which also you received,
in which also you stand, Pby which also you are saved, if you hold fast the word which I preached to you,
unless you believed in vain. - ""But by the grace of God I am what I am, and His grace toward me
did not prove vain; but I labored even more than all of them, yet not I, but the grace of God with me.
"Whether then it was I or they, so we preach and so you believed.
(1 Corinthians 15:1~11)

he Gospel is the good news of the message of salvation

offered by God to all who believe in His Son, Jesus, as Lord
and Savior. It is a miracle! Paul says, “For | delivered to you as of
first importance what | also received, that Christ died for our sins
according to the Scriptures, and that He was buried, and that He
was raised on the third day according to the Scriptures.”(vv. 3~4)
Jesus died and resurrected for us. It is the greatest blessing
better than any religious rituals, social events, or political news.
As believers, who live in but are not of the world, we must stand
in the gospel. What does it mean to stand in the gospel?

To stand in the gospel means believers preach the gospel. Paul
says, “Now | make known to you, brethren, the gospel which |
preached to you, which also you received, in which also you
stand, by which also you are saved, if you hold fast the word
which | preached to you, unless you believed in vain.”{vv. 1~2)
We preach the gospel by the way we live our life, use our lips,
and open our hearts to the Holy Spirit. Preaching comes from the
pulpit and our place of work. We preach by our witness and our
walk. Unfortunately, there are some who distort the gospel of
Christ.(Gal. 1:7) Many of today's churches mix the gospel with
worldly ideas, and many believers desert Christ in favor of
worldly successes. A true believer's pathway is narrow, not wide,
and their direction comes from the Word of God, which we call
Scriptures or the Bible. My dear friend, the gospel is not only
goed news; it is the only news worth spreading.

To stand in the gospel means believers plead with sinners.
Revelation 20:13~15 says, "And the sea gave up the dead which
were in it, and death and Hades gave up the dead which were in
them; and they were judged, every one of them according to
their deeds. Then death and Hades were thrown into the lake of
fire. This is the second death, the lake of fire. And if anyone's
name was not found written in the book of life, he was thrown
into the lake of fire.” If you do not believe in Jesus, your name is
not written in the book of life, which means you are going to go
to hell. There is a hell. It is a real place. Have we forgotten that
sinners go to hell? Do we really care about them? Do you think
God cares? 2 Peter 3:9 reminds us, “The Lord is not slow about
His promise, as some count slowness, but is patient toward you,
not wishing for any to perish but for all to come to repentance.”
Think about the meaning of the cross, and how much God truly
cares about sinners. John 3:16 says, “For God so loved the
world, that He gave His only begotten Son, that whoever believes
in Him shall not perish, but have eternal life.” The gospel, the
virgin message, must have priority again.

To stand in the gospel means believers help to perfect the
saints. As children of grace, we have the responsibility to

encourage, edify, and exhort our brothers and sisters in Christ.
Each Christian is a stone and Christ is the cornerstone of the
church, Ephesians 2:19~20 says, “So then you are no longer
strangers and aliens, but you are fellow citizens with the saints,
and are of God's household, having been built on the foundation
of the apostles and prophets, Christ Jesus Himself being the
corner stone.” Ministry work is about maintaining and building
the church. Ephesians 4:11~13 says, “And He gave some as
apostles, and some as prophets, and some as evangelists, and
some as pastors and teachers, for the equipping of the saints for
the work of service, to the building up of the body of Christ; until
we all attain to the unity of the faith, and of the knowledge of the
Son of God, to a mature man, to the measure of the stature
which belongs to the fullness of Christ.” Are you motivated
toward soul winning? Does the thought of the lake of fire concern
you? Are you maturing in the fullness of Christ? Are you
equipping yourself to disciple new converts? You should be.

To stand in the gospel means believers pull in the nets. Jesus
calls all believers to be fishers of men. He says, "Follow Me, and
| will make you become fishers of men.”(Mk. 1:17) Fishermen
expect to catch fish. We must give people the opportunity to
accept Christ, like Paul preached and we received. How do we
pull the nets? The nets must be pulled carefully and prayerfully.
Net pulling requires being led by the Holy Spirit, so that they can
be safely, respectfully, and expectantly brought to Jesus. Net
pulling, better known as evangelism, sets the church on fire. It
unites believers. It calls us to a new commitment, “All authority
has been given to Me in heaven and on earth. Go therefore and
make disciples of all the nations, baptizing them in the name of
the Father and the Son and the Holy Spirit, teaching them to
observe all that | commanded you; and lo, | am with you always,
even to the end of the age.”(Mt. 28:18~20)

My dear friends, to stand in the gospel requires you to preach
the gospel, plead with sinners, help other believers to keep the
faith, and consistently lend a hand in pulling lost souls out of the
dark and into the light. Please, stand in the gospel, not on social,
political, or religious platforms. Paul humbly states, “For | am the
least of the apostles, and not fit to be called an apostle, because |
persecuted the church of God. But by the grace of God | am what
I am, and His grace toward me did not prove vain: but | labored
even more than all of them, yet not |, but the grace of God with
me. Whether then it was | or they, so we preach and so you
believed."(vv. 9~11) Like Paul and the primitive church, | hope we
listen and follow Jesus Christ through His Holy Spirit. Whether it
is me or you, | hope we stand in the gospel, so that others may
believe by the grace of God. Amen. i
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