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The Word of God is absolutely necessary for everyone. I hope you listen
to the Word of God and live a happy life by being occupied with the Word
everyday. The text shows the 'appearance of being held on to the Word of
God' through the Apostle Paul. Paul preached to Jews that Jesus is Christ.
Jews thought dying on a tree is a curse so that it was not easy for Paul to
preach to Jews that Jesus who died on the cross was Christ. Nevertheless,
because the word of God held on to Paul, he could bravely testify to Jews
that Jesus is Christ. Through this, I'd like to examine in detail 'what the life
occupied with the Word of God'is like.

"To be occupied' with the Word

Looking back on my experiences in the study of the Bible and ministries, to
be occupied with the Word can not only refer to the specific word of God that
occupies us, but also can mean that the personality of God who is the word it-
self is with us. The reason that the text used the expression of passive voice 'to
be seized by word' is because of interaction between word and man. It means
that because there was Paul's effort to hold on to the Word, the Word held
Paul when he needed it. "For Christ’s love compels us"(2Cor 5:14). To be 'occu-
pied' and to 'compel' are the same vocabularies in the Greek Bible. When the
Word seizes us, it has the power to compel us. Sometimes we feel the burden
from the Word, but we can feel the love in it. Even though it is not what I am
not willing to do according to my thought and experience, when I am obedi-
ent to what the Word compels me, I can bear good fruits. There are also lots
of appearances of being grasped by the word in Choong Hyun Church. One
of them is the Bible recitation at Friday services. Every week, each parish is
reciting the Bible by turn, with which, I can not imagine, how much God is
pleased. Particularly, there are some persons who recite the Bible everyday.
Without being seized by the word, it is not the appearance for them to show
easily. The same goes for those who transcribe the Bible. Observing the re-
cords of having transcribed the Bible for long, everyone could see that it is not
easy for anyone to continue simply because the person likes to practice callig-
raphy or because the person likes the word of God for a moment. Like this, to
be occupied with the Word of God means the word presides our lives with

strong power for a certain period of time.

To be occupied with 'the word' -Rhema, Logos, and Kerygma

Three Greek words referring to the Word in the New Testament are Rhe-
ma(piipa), Logos(\dyoc), and Kerygma(kipuypa). First, Rhema' is a subjective
word which moves our inner being. Peter and his colleagues worked hard all
night and haven't caught anything at the Lake of Gennesaret. When they were
discouraged and washing their nets, Jesus asked Peter to put out into the deep
water, and let down the nets for a catch. For this, Peter answered, "because you
say so, [ will let down the nets.'(Luke 5:5), and this "'Word' is Rhema. To put out
into deep water and let down the nets is not in the accordance with Peter's
common sense. However, the Word of Jesus operated in the inner-self of Pe-
ter and eventually moved his heart. The word of 'Rhema’ is absolutely neces-
sary in order to keep our faith and to live transformed lives owing to Jesus. It
is because the moment when we listened to the Word, our lives are changed
through its dynamic force of taking hold of us. 'Logos' is the word of person-
ality and objectivity. The Word when God created the world with the word is
Logos. It is the word that gives us 'the knowledge of God, and also it is the
word that is operating decisively in order that the people of God live as intel-
lectuals. The word with which the Apostle Paul was occupied in the text is also
‘Logos. It is the word that gives the personality and intelligence, and besides, it
is the word that gives the continuous effects. Kerygma, the word which is a lit-
tle bit unfamiliar in comparison with Rhema' and 'Logos' is the ‘word pro-
claimed’. This word is translated more into the words like 'proclamation,

Sermon in English Translation
Occupied with
the Word of God

(Acts 18:5)

Rev. Kyu Sam Han

spreading, and preaching in our Bible. "Notwithstanding the Lord stood with
me, and strengthened me; that by me the preaching might be fully known,
and that all the Gentiles might hear: and I was delivered out of the mouth of
the lion."(2Tim 4:17) The 'proclaimed message' operates as Logos' at the inside
of some people, or it is absorbed as the word of 'Rhema' into the others. That
is the reason why there is no failure in the word of God, and that is also the
process in which the people of God who took hold of the word are bearing
fruits. "The men of Nineveh will stand up at the judgment with this genera-
tion and condemn it, for they repented at the preaching of Jonah; and now
something greater than Jonah is here.'(Lukell:32) The preaching(proclaimed
word) that the men of Nineveh listened to is Kerygma. Even though Jonah did
not want the men of Nineveh to repent, the men of Nineveh who listened to
the proclaimed word through Jonah came to repent. It is because the Word of
God itself had power, I hope you believe the power of the Word being deliv-
ered as Kerygma when we testify and proclaim the Word in our lives. When
living occupied with the Word of God this year, I hope the power of Kerygma

will appear to us.

‘Things that take place’ when occupied with the Word

When the Word of God took hold of us, what will take place? The Bible
says, when taking hold of the Word, ‘power' appears. By the way, examining
the content subsequent to the text, the ‘power’ is not accomplished as we want
it to be. The Apostle Paul who was occupied with the Word testified bravely to
Jews that Jesus is Christ. in the Synagogue, but Jews did not convert. Rather,
they persecuted Paul so that he decided to go to the Gentiles(Acts 18:6) and
moved to next door to the Synagogue, the house of Titius Justus. Then, just at
this place the Gospel began to spread. Because this place was the next door to
the synagogue, not only Jews but also Corinthians who were not Jews also
came. If occupied with the word, you might suffer from difficulties. But even-
tually a better road will be opened. "But I have a baptism to undergo, and what
constraint I am under until it is completed!"(Luke 12:50) The word "constraint'
which Jesus talked about is the word meaning 'be held together' in the original
language. When we are seized by the Word, we tend to have the constraint of
willing to achieve the Word. Regarding the situation that does not reach the
heart wishing to live following the word, we also feel the same regretfulness as
the prophet Jeremiah expressed. Nevertheless, I hope you will be occupied
with the Word. It is because the regretfulness caused from being caught up
with the Word does not end with giving up the Word or criticizing the situa-
tion. Rather, you will have greater passion to accomplish the will of God. Here
is a book from which I could get help during the period of Covid. It is a book
titled Devoted to God written by Sinclair Ferguson, a Scottish theologian of
Systematic Theology. It has the subtitle: Blueprints for Sanctification and the
two steps related to “The Path to Sanctification’ are equal to my thoughts. The
first step is 'to keep going steadily. Those who are caught with the Word must
keep going. We should hold on to the Word and keep going in order to live a
life of sanctification in the present age. In order to keep going without stop-
ping, we should be occupied with the Word, and we should hold on to the
Word. The second step is 'to look toward the last goal continuously' 'Since you
have put on the new self, set your mind on things you have above'. 'Let's press
on toward the goal. We should check continuously whether the road we are
on is right or wrong, and if we are on the right road, we should keep going.
The person who is seized by the Word is able to do this work. I hope in the
Lord that we all will be occupied with the Word of God in 2023.
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