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in the middle of the valley; and it was full of bones. “He

THE VALLEY OF DRY BONES

“The hand of the LORD was upon me, and He brought me out by the Spirit of the LORD and set me down

g them round about, and behold,

d me to pass

there were very many on the surface of the valley; and lo, they were very dry. - “"*“Then you will know that I am the LORD,
when I have opened your graves and caused you to come up out of your graves, My people.
<L will put My Spirit within you and you will come to life, and I will place you on your own land. Then you will know that I,
the LORD, have spoken and done it,” declares the LORD. (Ezekiel 37:1~14)

n today’'s Bible passage, God brought Ezekiel, His servant, to a valley

filled with dry human bones, “The hand of the Lord was upon me, and
He brought me out by the Spirit of the Lord and set me down in the middle
of the valley;"and it was full of bones. He caused me to pass among them
round about, and behold, there were very many on the surface of the
valley;-and lo, they were very dry"(Ezek. 37:1~2). It was a terrifying place
where human bodies were dumped instead of buried. God asked Ezekiel,
“He said to me, ‘Son of man, can these bones live?” And | answered, 'O
Lord God, You know'"(Ezek. 37;3). God told Ezekiel again, "Prophesy over
these bones and say to them, ‘O dry bones, hear the word of the
Lord'"{Ezek. 37:4). God instructed Ezekiel to prophesy over the dry bones
and say to them, “Behold, | will cause breath to enter you that you may
come to life. | will put sinews on you, make flesh grow back on you, cover
you with skin and put breath in you that you may come alive; and you will
know that | am the Lord"(Ezek. 37:5~6). I'm sure Ezekiel wondered what
good it would do to preach to dry bones. Sometimes God places us in
strange situations. Ezekiel obeyed God and prophesied as He commanded,
“and as | prophesied, there was a noise, and behold, a rattling; and the
bones came together, bone to its bone. And | looked, and behold, sinews
were on them, and flesh grew and skin covered them; but there was no
breath in them. Then He said to me, ‘Prophesy to the breath, prophesy,
son of man, and say to the breath,’ Thus says the Lord God, ‘Come from
the four winds, O breath, and breathe on these slain, that they come to
life.” So | prophesied as He commanded me, and the breath came into
them, and they came to life and stood on their feet, an exceedingly great
army” (Ezek. 37:7~10). What an amazing vision!

God's explanation of Ezekiel's vision encourages believers. God told
Ezekiel, "Son of man, these bones are the whole house of Israel; behold,
they say, ‘Our bones are dried up and our hope has perished. We are
completely cut off”(Ezek. 37:11). The bones represented hopeless and
helpless Israel who had disobeyed God. At the time, their disobedience:
scattered them under the persecution and hardship of the Assyrians and
Babylonians. The life principle in this prophetic picture is that if you listen
to God all is good, but if you do not listen to God then all is terrible. Moses
told God's people, “Now it shall be, if you will diligently obey the Lord your
God, being careful to do all His commandments which | command you
today, the Lord your God will set you high above all the nations of the
earth”(Deut. 28:1). He also said, “But it shall come about, if you do not
obey the Lord your God, to observe to do all His commandments and His
statutes with which | charge you today, that all these curses will come
upon you and overtake you”(Deut. 28:15). Even when the Messiah came
to save the hopeless, the Israelites rejected Him and killed Him on the
cross. God's chastening is still upon them for their disobedience. The good
news is that God's love still blesses obedience. There is hope in Jesus
Christ. The Bible in its entirety witnesses to this truth.

God still speaks to the troubled and oppressed. The moving of the bones
represented Israel’s return to their land. A remnant of 42,360 (Neh. 7:66 ;
Ezra 2:64) returned home under Ezra and Nehemiah's leadership. Like
Ezekiel, if the Lord asked you to work for Him and brought you to a valley
of dry bones and asked you ta preach to them, would you do it? Most
people would ask the Lord why because it wouldn't make sense to them.
Some people would request the Lord to do it Himself, and others just
wouldn't do it because dry bones aren’t worth it. God commanded Ezekiel

to share the Word of God to dry bones! The Christian life is real. The only
hard thing is whether you believe or not. If you rely on your own thinking,
nothing makes spiritual sense. Jesus tells us that everyone who relies on
their way of thinking has no hope. He says, "If anyone wishes to come
after Me, he must deny himself, and take up his cross and follow Me" (Mt.
16:24). There is no hope for anyone without faith in Jesus. Jesus provides
eternal life. He says, “Come to Me, all who are weary and heavy-laden,
and | will give you rest”(Mt. 11:28). God is calling sinners to Christ, “Wash
yourselves, make yourselves clean; remove the evil of your deeds from My
sight. Cease to do evil, learn to do good; seek justice, reprove the ruthless,
defend the orphan, plead for the widow. Come now, and let us reason
together, says the Lord, though your sins are as scarlet, they will be as
white as snow; thcugh they are red like crimson, they will be like wool. If
you consent and obey, you will eat the best of the land; but if you refuse
and rebel, you will be devoured by the sword. Truly, the mouth of the Lord
has spoken”(ls. 1:16~20). The Lord calls those who we think are beyond
hope, and He alone gives them eternal life.

God still meets us where we are and gives us life: God told Ezekiel to tell
the dry bones, “Thus says the Lord God, Behold, | will open your graves
and cause you to come up out of your graves, My people; and | will bring
you into the land of Israel. Then you will know that | am the Lord, when |
have opened your graves and caused you to come up out of your graves,
My people. | will put My Spirit within you and you will come to life, and |
will place you on your own land. Then you will know that |, the Lord, have
spoken and done it, declares the Lord"(Ezek. 37:12~14). Ezekiel did what
the Lord told him to do, without question, and it worked! The breath of life
given to the dry bones represented Israel's future conversion to Christ,
God's grace brings new birth and blessings for eternal life. Jesus said, "I
am the resurrection and the life; he who believes in Me will live even if he
dies, and everyone who lives and believes in Me will never die. Do you
believe this?"(Jn. 11:25-~26). If you trust in Jesus you come alive!
Believers receive power when the Holy Spirit comes upon them to be
Christ's witnesses “even to the remotest part of the earth”(Ac. 1:8). Any
place you go, if you open your spiritual eyes you see that it is exactly like
the valley of dry bones that Ezekiel saw. How much time do you spend
reasoning with God about how busy you are, how unskilied you are, how
poor you are, or how dangerous the situation appears? God wants you to
go out among the dry bones with His Word. Too many Christians: only
want to go to the “good” places. Why did God send His Son to this earth?
He sent Him because of your terrible situation! Jesus came to the valley of
dry bones and died for terrible and ugly sinners. He prayed on the cross for
God to forgive those who were killing Him because they didn't know what
they were doing. His [ast breath contained the words, “It is finished”(Jn.
18:30).

My dear friends, we live in the valley of dry bones. There are so many
people who need to hear Ged's Word. If you deny yourself, take your
cross, and follow Jesus, He will lead you home. He is creating an
exceedingly great army by His grace. God's grace with all its blessings is
available now, but not forever. If you die in unbelief before Christ returns,
or don't believe by Christ's second coming, then your soul is forever bound
to the grave of hell. Since most people don‘t know when they're going to
die, and no one knows but God when Christ will return, today is the day of
salvation! Open your heart and let God breathe life into your soul. Amen.
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