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The title of this sermon is "Rightly Handling the Word of Truth". I hope
the blessing of rightly handling the Word of truth will come to all of us. 2
Timothy was the last epistle written by Paul at the end of his life. In the
prison of Rome where he had no hope of being released from, Paul real-
ized 'The gospel is not chained but proceeds ‘with all boldness and without
hindrance' Therefore, Paul established Timothy as 'an approved workman'
to replace him for the Gospel. An 'approved workman' refers to a true
workman. In order to continue to bear the mission, the workmen of the
next generation should be established and through these workmen the
mission of the Gospel can be continued. If so, who are 'approved workmen'
and how are they established as 'approved workmen'?

An approved workman

A 'workman' (MGoaNa) expressed in the New Testament has three mean-
ings. The first is ‘a simply working servant' containing a nuance of disparage-
ment, which is distant from the meaning of an 'approved workman' The sec-
ond meaning is the concept different from the first one and refers to a man
who carries out a certain work and wields significant influences. Lastly, a
workman refers to a person who is faithful to the entrusted tasks and carries
out his own duties faithfully. "take no bag for the journey, or extra tunic, or
sandals or a staff; for the worker is worth his keep.'(Mt 10:10) The Bible says it
takes for granted that such workmen are compensated properly. It is because
a true workman bears true fruits through proven character. The education
department of our church is operating AWANA program. This is the program
named by combining the initial of English alphabet of each word in 2Timo-
thy 2:15, "Approved Workmen Are Not Ashamed". This program teaches chil-
dren the Bible, leads them to memorize the words, and nurtures them to have
a missionary mind-set through community training in the time of Friday as-
semblies at the education building. This is the universal appearance of an 'ap-
proved workman' rightly handling the word of truth. However, the Bible says
what is the most important for an 'approved workman' is the appearance of
rightly handling the word of truth.

Rightly handling

Accurately handling the word of truth is to distinguish what is correct from
what is similar. “but you must not eat from the tree of the knowledge of good
and evil, for when you eat from it you will certainly die."(Ge 2:17) God who
created the world told Adam and Eve in the Garden of Eden not to eat from
the tree of knowledge of good and evil. And He said when you eat from it, you
will certainly die. Satan shook Eve's accurate knowledge about the word of
God. "but God did say, ‘You must not eat fruit from the tree that is in the mid-
dle of the garden, and you must not touch it, or you will die."(Ge 3:3) Eve put
her own word 'You must not touch it. to the word of God. She transformed
the word of God 'You will certainly die' into 'You will die. Taking the advantage
of Eve's lack of accurate knowledge of the word, Satan tempted Eve so that
she ate from the tree of knowledge of good and evil. As a result, Adam and
Eve came to face the death according to what God said. Owing to the spiritual
death, the relationship with God was broken, and they were to get kicked out
even from the Garden of Eden. We must keep close to the word and control
our hearts in order to equip ourselves with the power and knowledge to han-
dle the word, but as we have observed earlier, we often face the formidable
power of obstruction. The reverend John Mark Comer who is working in the
West of U. S. A. points out through the book titled "Live No Lies" that there are
subtle lies in the world. It means there are lots of false news which tempt peo-
ple to follow them, and boost them to live self-centered lives. His perspective

that main criminals of producing lies are 'the devil, 'the flesh' and 'the world' is

Sermon in English Translation
Rightly Handling
the Word of Truth

(1Timothy 2:15)

Rev. Kyu Sam Han

what I agree with. The devil is the father of lies, makes the ruined desire in the
flesh follow lies, and deceives us to put the worldly authority in the center of
our lives. Secularism that there is something that replaces God is reflected in
the 'trend’ That's why we should have awareness of 'trend. The benefit that
can be obtained by referring to the 'trend' should be accepted well, but it's
wrong to take the 'trend’ as the absolute norm of life. The appearance of the
believers who rightly handle the word of truth and allow the word to lead
their lives might be the appearance of Christians as a 'creative’' minority dwell-
ing within God who created the heavens and the earth.

‘Rightly handle' is the word used once in the New Testament. According the
original Greek language, it is the word that combined the meanings of
'straight' and 'cut, which is also paraphrased as a way of 'making straight paths.
If you handle the word rightly, the word of truth makes the straight paths for
our lives. Though it looks like there is no way, the word creates a path, and
perforates a stifling place to lead to a good destination. This is a word special
enough to be used three times only in the Old Testament written in Greek. "in
all your ways submit to him, and he will make your paths straight."(Pr 3:6), "he
will make your paths straight" means to handle the word rightly. When we ac-
knowledge Him, God makes paths and leads us. "The righteousness of the
blameless makes their paths straight,'(Prll:5a) When we handle rightly the
word of God, our life becomes upright, our walk of life proceeds on the
straight path. The last is 1 Samuel 12:23. "As for me, far be it from me that I
should sin against the Lord by failing to pray for you. And I will teach you the
way that is good and right". Samuel established Saul as the anointed king, but
he was afraid of the weak appearance that Saul showed. Therefore, he pre-
pared himself God and declared 'he would teach the way that is good and
right It means that he will handle the word of truth rightly. I hope you be-

come believers who rightly handle the word of truth like Samuel.

The throne, before God

Discerning the word of truth and following the correct path, we can reach
before God. The text says that the final purpose of an 'approved workman' is
'to be present himself to God. To offer something before God means the state
of putting it beside God so that He can receive and use it. We should go for-
ward hoping this, but walking on the way reaching before the throne of God
and offering ourselves are possible only through Jesus. If we look at the cross
of Jesus from a little bit different perspective, the way is divided as God wants
to make it. God gave to Abram who had no son at the age of one hundred a
promise that his offsprings will be like countless stars. God gave the appear-
ance of a flaming torch passed between halves of sacrificial offerings as a sign.
It was to show the cross of Jesus. I hope when you read the words, you wear
glasses called covenant. Since the way of correctly handling the word is im-
possible without Jesus, we should accept Jesus as our Savior, dwell with Jesus,
and go forward depending on the help of Jesus. Just at that moment, we can
become the believers who can handle the word of truth rightly and also who
can raise themselves next to God. I bless in the name of the Lord that this
kind of work will take place while you are proceeding by rightly handling the
word of truth during the year 2023.
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