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Listen to Me s.izn i63-9

"Listen to Me, O house of Jacob, And all the remnant of the house of Israel,
You who have been borne by Me from birth, And have been carried from the womb;
Even to your old age I shall be the same, And even to your graying years

We hear so often from parents, friends, and even
pastors the words “listen to me”, but we really don’t
pay that much attention. In today’s message God is calling
out, “Listen to Me, O house of Jacob”. In worldly terms,
Jacob is nothing. He's a fool, a liar, and a cheater, but God
is calling out for the house of Jacob to listen. This is the
Christian doctrine—God calling to the sinners, the poor
people to hear His Word. These small verses reveal the
unchanging nature of God and the constancy of His
kindness towards His people in His providence and grace.
Let's really open our hearts to hear the Word of God.

i We need scarcely prove the unchanging nature of God's
dealings with His people during the short our seventy or
eighty years. For example, the sun, moon, oceans, and
rocks look the same as they did the day we were born.
Moreover, we see through our life that God's Word and
Gospel are still the same. Amen! More than two thousand
years have passed since our Lord's ascension and our
worship, praise, and communion with Him are still the
same. Our Lord’s dealings in His grace and providence
always remains the same. Even the old saint’s confessions
and witness to the Lord remain the same.

We need to remember God’s grace through our
experiences in life. Think of the many joys and the peace
that passes understanding which you've feit during the
years of your life. These are proofs that God’s love and your
faith remain the same. Remember the many visits to the
house of sickness and recollect how the Lord cheered its
desolate chamber. Remember the many trials in its loss of
friends and its changes of condition, but how in Jesus
Christ He remained ever the same. Remember the many
conflicts with temptation, doubt, Satan, the flesh, and the
world, but remember how He covered its head in the day of
battle. Remember God’'s grace through your spiritual
experiences. People tend to forget. But our recollections
testify to an unchanging God who is always faithful, true,
and just.

We need to remember that the wonderful hope God has
given us doesn’t change as we grow older. Indeed, old age
has fewer things to anticipate, but those few are the same
as in younger days, for the covenant abides unaltered. The
ground of our hope is still Jesus and not long service. The
reason for our hope is still faith in the infallible Word. The
preservation of our hope is in the same hands. The end of
our hope is still the same heaven, not earthly things. The
end of our hope is still the crown of life and blessedness.
The joy of our hope is still as bright and cheering as before.

We need to remember that there is a great, truly great

I shall bear you! I have done it, and I shall carry you; And I shall bear you and I shall deliver you

it

conclusion that comes from our listening to God. As the

body becomes more feeble, grace makes amends for the
departed joys of youth, health, and activity. Your mind may
grow weaker, your memory may be less retentive, your
imagination may become less vivid, but the gracious
doctrines become sweeter than ever. Their eternalness
sustains the heart. As your body gets weaker, death is
nearer, but heaven is nearer too! This earth may be less
lovely but our sweet home country is dearer, since more
loved ones have entered it and have left us few ties to
earth. As old age sets in, preparation by examination is
more imperative, but it is also more easy since repetition
has removed its difficulties. Faith has more constancy, and
tried promises offer richer comfort. Old age surely proves
that God is the same.

We need to know that true blessedness comes from
listening to God. The progression of time deprives us of
certain enjoyments, but old age is enriched with others. It
has a long experience in reading, proving the promise true.
It has less to fear in the future of life, seeing the way is
shorter. It has more divine unveilings of the heavenly
elements. It has less business on earth and more in
heaven, and hence it has an inducement to be more
heavenly-minded. In old age divine love is made manifest
as still the same.

Now we listen. Now we need to understand out

. wonderful duty. What are the proofs of divine faithfulness

that cause men to bring forth fruit in old age? Foremost, is
the testimony to the goodness of God, the
unchangeableness of His love, and the certainty of His
revelation. Then there is the conversion of others who are
battling, assuring them that they will come out sately.
Warning the wayward is a duty that has a potent force from
an aged follower. And frequently we may give instruction,
since the old man’s experience has opened up many
mysteries unknown before. Lessons to the young to make
this God their God is a duty, since He will never forsake His
people. Comfort to all is an obligation, since He still carries
His children in His graceful arms. And lastly, a song for the
aged about His undying love and unchanging mercy is a
charge we must exercise.

Let us praise the One who calls us to listen. Let us
remember His grace throughout our lives. Let us practice
our duty in His love. My dear Choong Hyun friends, the
Word of God sometimes appears to be small, even poor,
like it comes from nothing, but oh how great are the spiritual
blessings to those who listen. As we grow old in the Lord
God, let us truly, wholeheartedly, and firmly listen to Him.
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