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YOU SHALL BE

MY WITNESSES

“Gathering them together, He commanded them not to leave Jerusalem, but to wait for what the Father had
promised, “Which,” He said, “you heard of from Me; “for John baptized with water, but you will be baptized
with the Holy Spirit not many days from now.” - "“And as they were gazing intently into the sky while He
was going, behold, two men in white clothing stood beside them. ""They also said, “Men of Galilee, why do
you stand looking info the sky? This Jesus, who has been taken up from you into heaven,
will come in just the same way as you have watched Him go into heaven.”

(Acts 1:4~11)

\N itnessing is the greatest lack in the church today! Many
things get done well in the church, certain programs have
even become almost professional, but few churches excel in
witnessing. It seems that churches worldwide are more
concerned about public opinion and are more interested in what
other people think about their church than in witnessing.
Witnessing has taken a back seat because of fear. Indeed, most
churches and most Christians today are scared of society's
perception of them. It's a dangerous situation that needs
immediate correction. Why? Witnessing is a direct mandate from
the Lord to all churches, all Christian believers. It is a necessary
function of faith, not an optional responsibility. Let's answer a
few questions to help us get back on track.

What time is it? After Jesus died and resurrected, His disciples
wanted to know if now was the time that God was going to
restore His kingdom to His people, “So when they had come
together, they were asking Him, saying, ‘Lord, is it at this time
You are restoring the kingdom to Israe?'"(Ac. 1:6). In anticipation
of His ascension, His disciples were scared and wanted to know
what was going to happen. Jesus had already paid for sin at the
cross. He had risen just as He promised. Now He was about to
leave them and they really wanted to know if now was the time
for God'’s kingdom restoration. Jesus told them, “It is not for you
to know: times or epochs which the Father has fixed by His own
authority”(Ac. 1:7). Many have longed to know this time. In the
past 2,000 years of Christian history there have been many
people claiming this or that particular day for Christ’s return.
Uninformed people have given up their jobs and belongings
following after such false claims. Matthew 24:36 clearly states,
“But of that day and hour no one knows, not even the angels of
heaven, nor the Son, but the Father alone.” It's the biggest
secret in the universe, but people still want to know. What time
is it? It is time to proclaim the gospel! The urgency should
overcome our fears of witnessing. What time is it? It is time to
witness. It is time to win souls, each day bringing you closer to
Christ's return.

Who empowers us now that Jesus is gone? Jesus told His
disciples, "but you will receive power when the Holy Spirit has
come upon you“(Ac. 1:8), Jesus’ promise was fulfilled at
Pentecost, “And suddenly there came from heaven a noise like a
violent rushing wind, and it filled the whole house where they
were sitting. And there appeared to them tongues as of fire

distributing themselves, and they rested on each one of them.
And they were all filled with the Holy Spirit and began to speak
with other tongues, as the Spirit was giving them utterance”(Ac.
2:2~4). Once filled with the power of the Holy Spirit, Peter, the
uneducated fisherman from Galilee began witnessing. What
happened? Over 3,000 souls came to know Jesus in one sermon,
"So then, those who had received his word were baptized; and
that day there were added about three thousand souls”(Ac. 2:41).
The great news is that the Holy Spirit is still here! He resides in
the church and each individual believer, ”Or do you not know that
your body is a temple of the Holy Spirit who is in you, whom you
have from God, and that you are not your own?"(1 Cor. 6:19). The
Holy Spirit’s power has not diminished. We are to witness in His
power. The Holy Spirit prepares hearts for our witness. The Holy
Spirit provides the words from the Bible for our witness. Why:
should you fear witnessing when the Holy Spirit is here? Please
don't rely on your own wisdom and experience, but rather deny
yourself and rely upon the Holy Spirit.

Who has called the church and Christians to witness? Jesus
said, "and you shall be My witnesses both in Jerusalem, and in
all Judea and Samaria, and even to the remotest part of the
earth”(Ac. 1:8). Jesus Himself has called us to witness. Jesus
alone endured the cross for our sins. Jesus alone rose from the
grave. Jesus alone ascended into heaven to prepare our home,
and He is coming again to bring us home, “And after He had said
these things, He was lifted up while they were looking on, and a
cloud received Him out of their sight. And as they were gazing
intently into the sky while He was going, behold, twe men in
white clothing stood beside them. They also said, ‘Men of
Galilee, why do you stand looking into the sky? This Jesus, who
has been taken up from you into heaven, will come in just the
same way as you have watched Him go into heaven'"(Ac.
1:9~11). What a wonderful Jesus! He is the One who will reward
His faithful servants.

My dear friends, recently a lot of churches and their staff have
begun new activities based on their own ideas. Please exchange
your fears for faith. Start witnessing now Jesus Christ alone; in
view of our Lord's return, in the power of the Holy Spirit, and in
obedience to our Savior. What is your life all about? You really
need to think about Jesus in light of the fact that He died for you
and gave you everything. He wants you to have eternal life. He
wants you to be His witness. Amen. 4
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