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| Sermon for Next Sunday |

REAL MEANING OF HOLY COMMUNION

““Now on the first day of Unleavened Bread the disciples came to Jesus and asked,
“Where do You want us to prepare for You to eat the Passover?” " And He said, “Go into the city to a certain
man, and say to him, “The Teacher says, “My time is near; I am to keep the Passover at your house with My
disciples.” ’ >’ - “for this is My blood of the covenant, which is poured out for many for forgiveness of sins.
“But I say to you, I will not drink of this fruit of the vine from now on until that day
when I drink it new with you in My Father’s kingdom.”
(Matthew 26:17~29)

oly Communion began during Jesus' last celebration of the

Passover with His disciples. Passover is an ordinance given by
God that commemorates the day of Israel’s deliverance from
slavery, “when you enter the land which the Lord will give you, as
He has promised, you shall observe this rite. “And it will come
about when your children will say to you, ‘What does this rite
mean to you?' you shall say, ‘It is a Passover sacrifice to the Lord
who passed over the houses of the sons of Israel in Egypt when
He smote the Egyptians, but spared cur homes'"(Ex. 12:25~27).
Actually, Jesus Christ is the real picture of the Passover. Israel was
required to sacrifice an unblemished lamb for the Passover (Ex.
12:5), and Jesus is the sinless Savior, “knowing that you were not
redeemed with perishable things like silver or gold from your futile
way of life inherited from your forefathers, but with precious
blood, as of a lamb unblemished and spotless, the blood of
Christ”“(1Pet. 1:18~19). Jesus is the Lamb of God. He is the true
Passover lamb. As He ate the Passover meal with His disciples,
the Old Testament practice of Passover turned into the New
Testament practice of Holy Communion. The Lord Jesus
celebrated His last Passover and His first Holy Communion at the
same table. Today we partake in this Holy Communion, given by
Jesus, in commemoration of His sacrificial death. What does this
rite mean to you?

Believers take bread to remind them of Jesus Christ's body,
“While they were eating, Jesus took some bread, and after a
blessing, He broke it and gave it to the disciples, and said, ‘Take,
eat; this is My body'" (Mt. 26:26). Jesus’ body was the vehicle of
His earthly ministry. He experienced fatigue, hunger, and
temptation. He opened His arms to the needy and the lost. His
body was torturously whipped (Mt. 27:26), His scalp was torn by
thorns (Mt. 27:29), people spat on Him and beat His head (Mt.
27:30), and His hands and feet were nailed to a cross until death
{Mt. 27:35). Jesus took the pain and punishment to save you from
death. The Old Testament prophesied about His sufferings, “But
He was pierced through for our transgressions, He was crushed
for our inigquities; the chastening for our well-being fell upon Him,
And by His scourging we are healed”(ls. 63:5). His sinless body
underwent horrific humiliation and agony, so that God’s amazing
grace could come to you and me. The gospel that we share with
others must always be centered on the cross of Christ.

Believers take the cup to remind them of Jesus Christ's blood,
“And when He had taken a cup and given thanks, He gave it to
them, saying, ‘Drink from it, all of you; for this is My blood of the
covenant, which is poured out for many for forgiveness of

sins'"(Mt. 26:27~28). Jesus' blood is the blood of the New
Testament. All the Old Testament sacrifices were temporary, year
by year forgiveness of sins. They point to the cross, in that they
were redemption types that needed to be observed under the
Law. The blood of Jesus provides permanent remission of sins.
God loves sinners, “But God demonstrates His own love toward
us, in that while we were yet sinners, Christ died for us. Much
more then, having now been justified by His blood, we shall be
saved from the wrath of God through Him"(Rom. 5:8~9). Jesus'
blood cleanses completely, “but if we walk in the Light as He
Himself is in the Light, we have fellowship with one another, and
the blood of Jesus His Son cleanses us from all sin. If we say that
we have no sin, we are deceiving ourselves and the truth is not in
us. If we confess our sins, He is faithful and righteous to forgive us
our sins and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness”(1Jn. 1:7~9).
This is the good news that those who have been redeemed must
share with others. The blood of Jesus washes away our sins and
makes us holy, so that we can fellowship with God.

Believers take the bread and cup to remind them of their blessed
hope, "But | say to you, | will not drink of this fruit of the vine from
now on until that day when | drink it new with you in My Father’s
kingdom”(Mt. 26:29). That day is coming! That day is the promised
second coming. Paul tells us, “For as often as you eat this bread
and drink the cup, you proclaim the Lord's death until He
comes”(1Cor. 11:26). Jesus is coming again! When He comes,
believers will sit at His Table and eat and drink with Him. Jesus
promises to return and share this special meal with believers in
heaven. All believers can look forward to our eventual reunion in
heaven with its joy and fellowship because the grace of God has
appeared, bringing salvation to all people, "instructing us to deny
ungodliness and worldly desires and to live sensibly, righteously
and godly in the present age, looking for the blessed hope and the
appearing of the glory of our great God and Savior, Christ Jesus,
who gave Himself for us to redeem us from every lawless deed,
and to purify for Himself a people for His own possession, zealous
for good deeds"(Tit. 2:12~14).

My dear friend, Holy Communion should remind us that time is
short. We must win souls while there is still time, for today is the
day of salvation, “---Behold, now is ‘the acceptable time,' behold,
now is ‘the day of salvation’”(2Cor. 6:2). Let each Holy
Communion service point us toward real evangelism. Please boldly
proclaim this good news to your family, friends, neighbors, and
colleagues. Now, let's come together and take Holy Communion in
remembrance of our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ. Amen. d
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