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SELF-EXAMINATION

“But a man must examine himself, and in so
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| sermon for Next Sunday |
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doing he is to cat of the bread and drink of the cup.’
(1 Corinthians 11:28)

oday's Bible verse really urges you to observe yourself, not
Tsomeone else, before joining the Lord's Table. No one can make
you look carefully at yourself; it is something you do willingly. With the
beautiful blessing of the grace of God before your hands, it is your
responsibility when accepting His invitation to come holy. Today is our
church's anniversary. We have the privilege of sitting together, and
celebrating as a great family the Lord's Supper. | am not here to force,
but to remind you about what you should look at when you examine
yourself in preparation for eating this holy meal.

During your self-examination, you should look at the kind of
company you keep. Psalm 1:1 says, “How blessed is the man who
does not walk in the counsel of the wicked, nor stand in the path of
sinners, nor sit in the seat of scoffers!” What sort of contacts do you
maintain? Proverbs 13:20 asserts, “He who walks with wise men will
be wise, but the companion of fools will suffer harm.” What type of
people do you choose to have close to you? Amos 3:3 asks, "Do two
men walk together unless they have made an appointment?” God's
children center their friendships on other believers. The Bible clearly
states, “"Do not be bound together with unbelievers; for what
partnership have righteousness and lawlessness, or what fellowship
has light with darkness...or what has a believer in common with an
unbeliever?”(2 Cor. 6:14&15). Take a few moments to consider who
you are and who your friends are.

During your self-examination, you should lock at your daily practices.
1 John 2:15-16 emphasizes, “Do not love the world nor the things in
the world. If anyone loves the world, the love of the Father is not in
him. For all that is in the world, the lust of the flesh and the lust of the
eyes and the boastful pride of life, is not from the Father, but is from
the world.” What kind of habits do you have? 2 Corinthians 5:17 tells
us, “Therefore if anyone is in Christ, he is @ new creature; the old
things passed away; behold, new things have come.” Are your ways
of life godly or worldly? “No one can serve two masters; for either he
will hate the one and love the other, or he will be devoted to one and
despise the other. You cannot serve God and wealth"(Mt. 6:24). Is
seeking earthly treasure part of your routine?

During your self-examination, you should look at your thoughts,
Psalm 10:4 says, “The wicked, in the haughtiness of his countenance,
does not seek Him. All his thoughts are, ‘There is no God."" Do you
think God is real and here now? The Bible instructs us, “You shall love

the Lord your God with all your heart, and with all your soul, and with
all your strength, and with all your mind; and your neighbor as
yourself'{Lk. 10:27). Do you think like this, or are your self and family
more important? | wonder how many people realize that the inner
thoughts of their heart come out their mouth, “For the mouth speaks
out of that which fills the heart”(Mt. 12:34). Do you know that your
thoughts are infinitely inferior to God's, “For My thoughts are not your
thoughts, neither are your ways My ways, declares the Lord"(ls.
55:8). Nonetheless, the Bible challenges you to “Set your mind on the
things above, not on the things that are on earth”(Col. 3:2). Do you
know why? “For the mind set on the flesh is death, but the mind set
on the Spirit is life and peace”(Rom. 8:6). Do you agree? The third
time that the resurrected Jesus asked Simon Peter if he loved Him, he
said, “Lord, You know all things; You know that | love You"(Jn. 21:17).
Do you love Jesus? | want you to carefully examine your thoughts
about Him, "He who loves father or mother more than Me is not
worthy of Me; and he who loves son or daughter more than Me is not
worthy of Me"(Mt. 10:37).

During your self-examination, you should examine your motives. 1
Corinthians 10:31 says, “Whether, then, you eat or drink or whatever
you do, do all to the glory of God.” Is this your purpose in life? The
Bible commands us, “Whatever you do in word or deed, do all in the
name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks through Him to God the
Father"(Col. 3:17). Do you do that? Please remember that you belong
to Christ, not yourself. He invites you to His Table to receive wonderful
blessings, but before you sit down to take what He offers you need to
make sure you understand the reason why your there. We actually
have eternity in which to celebrate our victory, but we only have a
short time before the sun sets in which to win that victory. Please do
not waste your living time. Examine your motives. It is so dangerous
not to.

Itis my prayer that everyone here on this special celebration Sunday
receives victory because he or she has taken the time for self-
examination, and that we all enjoy the upcoming eternal celebration.
Please do not forget that Jesus did everything for us. Truly deny
yourself, take your cross, and listen to Jesus, follow Him with all your
faith. God bless you. Let us now join the Lord’s Table.

If and take my cross as you asked, and only follow You by faith.
Amen." 4
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